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MINUTES 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

July 9, 2026 
 

Start Time: 6:32 p.m. 

 

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag 

The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag 

 

Roll Call:  Kelsey Bayzick, David Miller, Jeff Shimp, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag 

Also Present:  Rosa-Maria Brambila, Municipal Clerk; Solicitor Matt Ritter, Esquire; Bruce 

Hankins; Elias Straub, Deputy OEM Coordinator; Judy Zirkle; Chief Uhland and (9) Volunteer 

Firefighters from Hopewell / Stow Creek Fire Department; Gary VanMeter, OEM Coordinator; 

Chief Mayhew and (5) Family Members 

 

Presentation: 

Mayor Robin Freitag presented an award to Fire Chief Mayhew in recognition of his 

dedicated years of service as Hopewell / Stow Creek Fire Department’s Fire Chief. 

 

[Marlise Counsellor arrived at the meeting at 6:38 p.m.] 
 

 

 ENTER REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING: 

 

 [Committee entered into Redevelopment Authority meeting at 6:40 p.m.] 

 

EXIT REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING: 

 

[Committee exited Redevelopment Authority meeting at 6:42 p.m.] 
 

 

RE-ENTER TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING: 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Bayzick made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 11, 2026, Regular 

Meeting and Executive Session.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and passed 5-0. 

 

Department and Committee Reports: 

The Committee reported that the West Cumberland Senior Center’s recent pinochle 

tournament was a success and noted that the West Cumberland Senior Center continues to 

have strong participation. 

 

The Committee reported that the parking lot project for the West Cumberland Senior 

Center has been delayed and is now expected to begin the Week of July 13th 2026. 

 

The Committee reported that the pump located at Roadstown Road Pump Station has 

been scheduled for electrical repairs. 

 

Tedesco made a motion to approve the department reports.  Motion was seconded by 

Bayzick and approved 5-0. 

 

Public Comments: 

Shimp made a motion to open to the public.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 5-0. 

 

Gary VanMeter, OEM Coordinator, reported that Hopewell Township has been 

included on the Cumberland County’s Cooling Center list.  There is a total of fourteen (14) 

municipalities designated as cooling centers within the County, and Hopewell Township is 

listed as number 14.  Mr. VanMeter also reported that cases of water were delivered to the 

West Cumberland Senior Center for those in need. 
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Being as there was no further public who wished to speak, a motion was made by 

Miller to close the public portion.  Motion was seconded by Bayzick and approved 5-0. 

 

ORDINANCES FOR 2ND READING: 

 

#2026-05:  2026 SALARY ORDINANCE 

Tedesco made a motion to open the public hearing.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 

 

There being no further public comment, Miller made a motion to close the public 

hearing and adopt Ordinance 2026-05.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco and it was 

approved with a unanimous roll call vote 5-0. 

 

#2026-06:  ORDINANCE AMENDING CH 220 ENTITLED “LAND USE AND 

DEVELOPMENT” OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

HOPEWELL CHECKLIST 

Tedesco made a motion to open the public hearing.  Motion was seconded by Miller 

and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 

 

Marlise Counsellor inquired about the amendments.  The Committee explained that 

the checklist for Land Use Board (LUB) applications is being adopted to provide a more 

efficient and streamlined LUB application process. 

 

Being as there was no further public comment, Bayzick made a motion to close the 

public hearing and adopt Ordinance 2026-06.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and it was 

approved with a unanimous roll call vote 5-0. 

 

#2026-07:  ORDINANCE TO BOND FOR PURCHASE OF A NEW PUBLIC WORKS 

TRUCK 

 Miller made a motion to open the public hearing.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 

 

There being no further public comment, Tedesco made a motion to close the public 

hearing and adopt Ordinance 2026-07.  Motion was seconded by Miller and it was 

approved with a unanimous roll call vote 5-0. 

 

ORDINANCES FOR 1ST READING: 

 

#2026-08:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 220-3 and 220-20 OF THE 

MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL 

 The Committee reported that Sections 220-3 and 220-20 of the Municipal Code are 

being amended to add subsections R, S, T, and U, which establish additional definitions and 

prohibited uses or Hopewell Township. 

 

 The Committee further reported that Ordinance 2026-08 will be forwarded to the 

Land Use Board for its review and comments. 

 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-08 on first reading.  Motion was 

seconded by Bayzick and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

#2026-73:  CHAPTER 159 RESOLUTION INSERTING RECYCLING TONNAGE 

GRANT FUNDS INTO THE BUDGET 

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-73.  Motion was seconded by 

Tedesco and approved 5-0. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

• The Committee reviewed and discussed the 2026 Tax Bill Inserts to be mailed to Hopewell Township 

residents.  The Committee agreed to include information regarding the Township’s property 

maintenance code, specifically highlighting the provisions related to unkempt yards.  The insert will 

also direct residents to Hopewell Township’s Municipal Code webpage for the complete ordinance.  
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The Committee requested that the Hopewell / Stow Creek Fire Department’s contact information be 

added to the contact list included in the 2026 Tax Bill Inserts. 

• The Committee reported that Hopewell Day is scheduled for September 12, 2026.  Vendor packets 

are available at the Hopewell Township Municipal Building for vendors interested in participating 

in Hopewell Day 2026 event. 
 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 

Solicitor Ritter reported that all four tax appeals have been resolved. 

 

Solicitor Ritter reported that the bid package for the Barretts Run Farmland Lease 

has been completed, with only minor revisions remaining. 

 

Solicitor Ritter also reported that the Barretts Run Farmland Lease Agreement has 

been revised to reflect the State’s new requirements and restrictions.  The agreement also 

provides that lease proceeds are to be reinvested into the property. 

 

The bid opening for the Barretts Run Farmland Lease will be scheduled sometime 

prior to the August 13th, 2026, Township Committee meeting. 

 

Approval of Bills: 
 Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for June 2026 – $818,827.72 

Additional Bills: 

Upper Room Custom Creations LLC = $325.00 

Countywide Animal Care and Control LLC = $1,000.00 

 

Tedesco made a motion to approve the bills list.  Motion was seconded Bayzick and 

approved 5-0. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

#2026-74:  RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (Personnel, 

Contracts and Potential Litigation) 

 

 Bayzick made a motion to go into Executive Session.  The motion was seconded by 

Shimp and approved 5-0. 

 

[Committee entered into executive session at 7:17 p.m. and exited executive session at 7:33 p.m.] 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

A motion was made by Bayzick to adjourn; seconded by Miller to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

End Time:  7:34 p.m. 
 

 

Next Meeting Date:  August 13, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

 

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Registered Municipal Clerk 
cc: Committee and Counsel 


