
Page 1 of 3 
06-11-2026 TC Minutes 

MINUTES 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

June 11, 2026 
 

Start Time: 6:30 p.m. 

 

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag 

The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag 

 

Roll Call:  Kelsey Bayzick, David Miller, Jeff Shimp, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag 

Also Present:  Rosa-Maria Brambila, Municipal Clerk; Solicitor Deana Walsh, Esquire; Marlise 

Counsellor; Steven Solof 
 

 

 ENTER REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING: 

 

 [Committee entered into Redevelopment Authority meeting at 6:31 p.m.] 

 

EXIT REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING: 

 

[Committee exited Redevelopment Authority meeting at 6:32 p.m.] 
 

 

RE-ENTER TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING: 
 

Approval of Minutes: 

Bayzick made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 14, 2026, Regular 

Meeting and Executive Session.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and passed 5-0. 

 

Department and Committee Reports: 

The Committee reported that the Chevrolet Silverado 2500 public works truck, which 

was damaged in February 2026, has been repaired and returned from the shop. 

 

The Committee discussed striping on Cubby Hollow Road and will revisit the matter 

after obtaining an updated quote for the work. 

 

The Committee reported that the West Cumberland Senior Center continues to 

experience strong attendance on Mondays and offers a variety of activities. 

 

The Committee thanked everyone who participated in the Township Community 

Litter Cleanup event held on June 6, 2026.  It was noted that the Hopewell Park was in good 

condition and that only a small amount of litter was collected. 

 

Shimp made a motion to approve the department reports.  Motion was seconded by 

Tedesco and approved 5-0. 

 

Approval of Bills: 

Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for May 2026 – $458,226.28 

 

Shimp made a motion to approve the bills list.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 5-0. 

 

Public Comments: 

Bayzick made a motion to open to the public.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco and 

approved 5-0. 

 

Steven Solof from InformTheVoteNJ.com discussed his personal experience as a 

voter, noting that when he received his election ballot, he was unfamiliar with many of the 

candidates who were running on the ballot.  As a result, he developed the 

InformTheVoteNJ.com project, which is intended to provide voters with information about 

candidates prior to elections so they can make more informed decisions.  Mr. Solof invited 

interested individuals to participate in and support his project. 
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  Marlise Counsellor stated that she was present in an observational capacity only. 

 

Being as there was no further public who wished to speak, a motion was made by 

Shimp to close the public portion.  Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0. 

 

ORDINANCES FOR 1ST READING: 

 

#2026-05:  2026 SALARY ORDINANCE 

Tedesco made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-05 on first reading.  Motion was 

seconded by Miller and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 

 

#2026-06:  ORDINANCE AMENDING CH 220 ENTITLED “LAND USE AND 

DEVELOPMENT” OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

HOPEWELL CHECKLIST 

The Committee stated that the checklist is intended to serve as a procedural guide 

and ensure that all required submission materials for the Land Use Board are provided.  

The Committee noted that the checklist will help streamline the application process and 

make it easier for Land Use Board applicants to submit complete applications. 

 

Tedesco made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-06 on first reading.  Motion was 

seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 

 

#2026-07:  ORDINANCE TO BOND FOR PURCHASE OF A NEW PUBLIC WORKS 

TRUCK 

Shimp made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-07 on first reading.  Motion was 

seconded by Tedesco and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

#2026-66:  RESOLUTION TO AMEND ADOPTED BUDGET (CHAPTER 159) 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION – CLEAN 

COMMUNITIES 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-66.  Motion was seconded by 

Shimp and approved 5-0. 

 

#2026-67:  RESOLUTION APPROVING THE RENEWAL OF THE LIQUOR 

LICENSE FOR BNM MANAGEMENT, LLC 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-67.  Motion was seconded by 

Miller and approved 5-0. 

 

#2026-68:  RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE RESTORATION OF ENERGY TAX 

RECEIPTS AND INCREASED MUNICIPAL AID TO PROVIDE REAL PROPERTY 

TAX RELIEF 

 Miller made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-68.  Motion was seconded by 

Shimp and approved 5-0. 

 

#2026-69:  OSBORN LANE RESURFACING TRUST FUND RESOLUTION 

 Shimp made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-69.  Motion was seconded by 

Tedesco and approved 5-0. 

 

#2026-70:  SEWALL ROAD SECTION II RESURFACING TRUST FUND 

RESOLUTION 

Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-70.  Motion was seconded by 

Shimp and approved 5-0. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

• The Committee discussed the purchase of a spare pump for the Roadstown Road pump 

station.  A quote was received from Municipal Maintenance Co. (MMC) through the Passaic 

Valley Sewage Commission Cooperative Purchasing Program, and it was noted that the 

spare pump has an estimated six-month lead time.  The Committee also discussed a recent 

meeting with the Borough of Shiloh regarding a proposed sewer connection project that may 
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require an increase in pump horsepower at the Roadstown Road pump station in the future.  

However, the spare pump was identified as an immediate need. 
 

RESOLUTION: 

 

#2026-71:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A SPARE PUMP 

AND IMPELLER FOR THE ROADSTOWN ROAD PUMP STATION THROUGH THE 

PASSAIC VALLEY SEWAGE COMMISSION COOPERATIVE PURCHASING 

PROGRAM (B454-21) 

Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-71 authorizing the purchase of the 

spare pump, contingent upon the Township Solicitor’s review.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 5-0. 

 

[Lonnie Wiggins arrived at the meeting at 6:56 p.m.] 

 

• The Committee reviewed information received regarding a potential solar project at the 

Convenience Center. 

• The Municipal Clerk provided an update on The Enforcer program, code enforcement 

software program.  It was reported that the program has recently been acquired by 

GovPilot, and support for the current Enforcer program is expected to end in mid-2027. 

• The Committee agreed to review the 2025 tax bill inserts and present ideas for the 2026 tax 

bill inserts at the July 9, 2026, Township Committee meeting. 

• The Committee discussed reports of missing road signs and graffiti on signs.  It was 

suggested that the Township promote use of the Report a Concern form available on the 

Township’s website through social media to encourage residents to report issues and 

concerns. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 

Solicitor Walsh reported that the Green Acres farmland lease agreement is 

substantially complete and will be distributed to the Committee for review and comment.  

The Solicitor also reminded the Committee that any revenue generated from the Green 

Acres farmland lease agreement must be reinvested into the property. 

 

Presentation: 

The Committee presented Mr. Lonnie Wiggins with a retirement gift in recognition of 

his twenty-three years of dedicated service as a Public Works employee at the Convenience 

Center.  The Committee thanked Mr. Wiggins for his contributions and wished him well in 

his retirement. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

#2026-72:  RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (Personnel, 

Contracts and Potential Litigation) 

 

Shimp made a motion to go into Executive Session.  The motion was seconded by 

Miller and approved 5-0. 

 

[Committee entered into executive session at 7:22 p.m. and exited executive session at 7:36 p.m.] 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

A motion was made by Shimp to adjourn; seconded by Bayzick to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

End Time:  7:37 p.m. 
 

 

Next Meeting Date:  July 9, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

 

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Registered Municipal Clerk 
cc: Committee and Counsel  


