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MINUTES 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

May 14, 2026 
 

Start Time: 6:31 p.m. 

 

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag 

The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag 

 

Roll Call:  Kelsey Bayzick, David Miller, Jeff Shimp, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag 

Also Present:  Rosa-Maria Brambila, Municipal Clerk; Solicitor Matt Ritter, Esquire; Michael 

Garcia, Township Auditor; Neil Young, CFO; Bruce Hankins; Judy Zirkle; Nicholas Ranieri, 

Redevelopment Authority Solicitor 

 

 

 ENTER REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING: 

 

 [Committee entered into Redevelopment Authority meeting at 6:32 p.m.] 

 

EXIT REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING: 

 

[Committee exited Redevelopment Authority meeting at 6:47 p.m.] 

 

 

[Nicholas Ranieri, Redevelopment Authority Solicitor, left the Redevelopment Authority meeting 

at 6:47 p.m.] 

 

[Solicitor Matt Ritter, Esquire; Michael Garcia, Township auditor; Neil Young, CFO; Bruce 

Hankins; Judy Zirkle entered the Township Committee meeting at 6:47 p.m.] 

 

RE-ENTER TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING: 

 

The Committee discussed the need for a new public works truck.  Pricing was reviewed 

for a Ford F-550 dump truck equipped with a plow and spreader, including available State 

Contract pricing.  The Committee discussed the possibility of funding the purchase through a 

bond ordinance and recommended an amount up to $125,000 and directed that Chapter 20 

professional services costs be included in the bond ordinance. 

 

The auditor reviewed the proposed budget with the Committee.  The auditor reported that 

the budget includes a one-cent increase in the local purpose tax rate, which generates $10,000 

per $100,000 of assessed property value.  The increase is due to the rising health insurance 

costs.  The auditor also noted that the Township is currently paying down $212,000 in debt 

annually.  The State reviewed the Township’s 2026 budget and approved the proposed budget on 

May 13, 2026. 

 

RESOLUTION: 

 

#2026-55:  INTRODUCTION AND ADOPTION OF 2026 BUDGET 

Tedesco made a motion to open the public hearing.  Motion was seconded by 

Miller and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 

 

Former Mayor Hankins commented that he appreciated the streamlined budget 

presentation and noted that it was a pleasure not having to review a lengthy budget 

document.  He also thanked the Committee for limiting the tax increase to one cent and 

for moving forward with the purchase of a new truck for the Public Works Department. 

 

Being as there was no further public comment, Shimp made a motion to close the 

public hearing.  Motion was seconded by Bayzick and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 

 

Motion to approve Resolution 2026-55 was made by Miller.  Motion was 

seconded by Bayzick and it was approved with a unanimous roll call vote 5-0. 
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Approval of Minutes: 

Tedesco made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 9, 2026, Regular 

Meeting and Executive Session.  Motion was seconded by Miller and passed 5-0. 

 

Department and Committee Reports: 

 The Committee reviewed and discussed the department reports. 

 

Bayzick made a motion to approve the department reports.  Motion was seconded 

by Shimp and approved 5-0. 

 

Approval of Bills: 

Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for April 2026 – $1,832,058.57 

 

Bayzick made a motion to approve the bills list.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco 

and approved 5-0. 

 

Public Comments: 

Miller made a motion to open to the public.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and 

approved 5-0. 

 

Being as there was no public who wished to speak, a motion was made by Bayzick 

to close the public portion.  Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0. 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

#2026-61:  RESOLUTION ADOPTING AN “AFFIRMATIVE MARKETING 

PLAN” FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL 

Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-61.  Motion was seconded by 

Miller and approved 5-0. 

 

#2026-62:  CANCELLING TAXES FOR A TDV – PACITTO – B79 L 14.01 – 97 

SHEPPARDS MILL ROAD 

The Committee questioned whether the property was jointly owned, noting that 

Resolution 2026-62 referenced joint ownership. 

 

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-62, contingent upon the 

Township Solicitor’s review and confirmation of the deed.  Motion was seconded by 

Shimp and approved 5-0. 

 

#2026-63:  RESOLUTION URGING STATE LEADERS TO IMPLEMENT FAIR 

AND EQUITABLE REFORMS TO MITIGATE THE UNSUSTAINABLE 

INCREASES IN HEALTH BENEFIT PREMIUMS FOR PUBLIC SECTOR 

EMPLOYEES 

The Committee expressed opposition to the substantial increase in health benefit 

premiums and its rising costs. 

 

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-63.  Motion was seconded by 

Miller and approved 5-0. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

• The Committee discussed legislation that would bypass local planning review and 

expressed concerns regarding its impact on the Township. 

 

RESOLUTION: 

 

#2026-65:  RESOLUTION OPPOSING LEGISLATION BYPASSING LOCAL 

PLANNING 

Miller made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-65.  Motion was seconded by 

Shimp and approved 5-0. 

 

• The Committee discussed the Barretts Run Road Farmland Lease, which is scheduled to 

expire on September 30, 2026.  It was noted that the property should be color-coded to 

identify the various agencies with interests in the property. 
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SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 

Solicitor Ritter reported that he received an inquiry regarding the refinancing of 

a home rehabilitation mortgage.  The Committee indicated its support for the request, 

and a subordination agreement will be prepared for the Mayor’s signature. 

 

Solicitor Ritter reported that a tax appeal has been filed involving the Green 

Olive restaurant property and its adjacent vacant lot. 

 

Solicitor Ritter also reported ongoing discussions with the Highland Development 

Group regarding COAH fees associated with the redevelopment of three designated 

areas within the Township. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

#2026-64:  RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (Personnel, 

Contracts and Potential Litigation) 

 

Bayzick made a motion to go into Executive Session.  The motion was seconded 

by Shimp and approved 5-0. 

 

[Committee entered into executive session at 7:33 p.m. and exited executive session at 8:14 p.m.] 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

A motion was made by Bayzick to adjourn; seconded by Tedesco to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

End Time:  8:15 p.m. 

 

 

Next Meeting Date:  June 11, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Registered Municipal Clerk 
cc: Committee and Counsel  


