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MINUTES 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

April 9, 2026 
 

Start Time: 6:30 p.m.  
 

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag 

The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag 
 

Roll Call:  Kelsey Bayzick, David Miller, Jeff Shimp, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag 

Also Present:  Matt Ritter, Esquire; Rosa-Maria Brambila, Municipal Clerk; Michael Hitchner, City of 

Bridgeton Deputy Fire Chief; Judy Zirkle; Bryce Edmunds; Carl Metcalf; John Orcsi 
 
 

 REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING CANCELED 

The Redevelopment Authority (RA), having no new business items for consideration, 

determined that the April 9, 2026, RA Meeting is canceled until May’s meeting. 
 

 

RE-ENTER TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING: 
 

Approval of Minutes: 

Shimp made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 26, 2026, Regular Meeting and 

Executive Session.  Motion was seconded by Miller and passed 5-0. 
 

Department and Committee Reports: 

  The Committee reviewed and discussed the department reports. 
 

Miller made a motion to approve the department reports.  Motion was seconded by 

Tedesco and approved 5-0. 
 

Approval of Bills: 

Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for partial March 2026 – $614,815.37 

Additional Bill: Countywide Animal Care and Control, LLC = $1,300.00 
 

Shimp made a motion to approve the bills list.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 5-0.  
 

Public Comments: 

Tedesco made a motion to open to the public.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 5-0. 
 

Mr. John Orcsi, a Hopewell Township resident, inquired about the type of homes proposed 

in the major subdivision application discussed at the March 18, 2026, Land Use Board meeting.  

The Township Committee advised Mr. Orcsi that questions regarding the major subdivision should 

be directed to the Land Use Board at its upcoming meeting(s), as such matters fall under the Land 

Use Board’s jurisdiction. 
 

Mr. Carl Metcalf, a Hopewell Township resident, stated that he was informed he could no 

longer bring his dump trailer to the Convenience Center because it does not meet the new rules 

for the Convenience Center and was advised to use a smaller trailer.  Mr. Metcalf requested an 

accommodation due to his disabilities.  The Committee stated that it would review the matter and 

follow up with Mr. Metcalf. 
 

[Marlise Counsellor arrived at the meeting at 6:45 p.m.] 
 

Being as there was no further public who wished to speak, a motion was made by Shimp to 

close the public portion.  Motion was seconded by Bayzick and approved 5-0. 
 

ORDINANCES FOR 2ND READING: 
 

#2026-04:  ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION 

LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14) 

 Tedesco made a motion to open the public hearing.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 
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There being no further public comment, Bayzick made a motion to close the public 

hearing.  Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 
 

Miller made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2026-04.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and it 

was approved with a unanimous roll call vote 5-0. 
 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 

• The Committee discussed a recent article related to land use and potential limitations on certain 

types of development within Hopewell Township, including the definition of mega warehouses.  

The Township Solicitor noted that the Township’s Land Use and Development Ordinance includes 

a provision stating that any use not specifically permitted is prohibited.  The Committee agreed to 

forward the matter to the Land Use Board for review and comment, including recommendations 

regarding warehouse size limitations and establishing a maximum square footage threshold. 

• The Committee discussed the animal shelter, Associated Humane Societies, and agreed that the 

Township will continue operating under the current contract. 

• The Committee discussed EMS Shared Services Agreement with the City of Bridgeton and noted 

that the current agreement remains in effect through December 31, 2026.  The Committee directed 

the Municipal Clerk to contact the City of Bridgeton regarding the upcoming renewal of the EMS 

shared services agreement. 
 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 

Solicitor Ritter reported that the Green Olive restaurant has filed a tax appeal with the 

State seeking a reduction in its property taxes.  Solicitor Ritter stated that he is working with the 

Township’s Tax Assessor on this matter. 
 

Solicitor Ritter reported that DMC Supplies, Inc. subdivision recording is required and that 

the necessary legal descriptions have already been obtained.  The Committee authorized Solicitor 

Ritter to proceed with the recording. 
 

[Travis Uhland, Hopewell / Stow Creek Deputy Fire Chief, arrived at the meeting at 6:51 p.m.] 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 

#2026-59:  RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (Personnel, 

Contracts and Potential Litigation) 

 

Bayzick made a motion to go into Executive Session.  The motion was seconded by Tedesco 

and approved 5-0. 
 

[Committee entered into executive session at 7:05 p.m. and exited executive session at 8:34 p.m.] 
 

GOOD OF THE ORDER: 
 

 The Committee authorized the Municipal Clerk to issue a refund in the amount of fifty dollars 

($50.00) to Ms. Christine Coulter for a smoke certificate inspection fee paid in December 2025, as the 

inspection was not completed. 
 

#2026-60:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF SMOKE CERTIFICATE 

INSPECTION FEE 

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-60, refunding the Fifty Dollars 

($50.00) to Ms. Christine Coulter.  Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0. 
 

ADJOURN: 
 

A motion was made by Bayzick; seconded by Shimp to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 

End Time:  8:36 p.m. 
 

 

Next Meeting Date:  April 23, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. (Youth Week) 
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

 

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Registered Municipal Clerk 
cc:  Committee and Counsel 


