
MINUTES  
Hopewell Township Land Use Board  

March 18, 2026 

Start Time: 7:05 p.m.  

  

SUNSHINE STATEMENT: “In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, this meeting 

was advertised in the South Jersey Times on January 30, 2026, and The Daily Journal on January 

30, 2026.  A notice was placed on the Municipal Bulletin Board and the Hopewell Township 

website on January 27, 2026. This meeting is in compliance with Chapter 231 P.L. 1975 (The 

Sunshine Act) and Chapter 291 P.L. 1975 (The Municipal Land Use Law); and will be recorded 

electronically in accordance with the provisions thereof.” 

 

FLAG SALUTE: by Chairman Caggiano. 

 

ROLL CALL:   Chairman Al Caggiano, Diane Crispin, Vice Chairman Paul Earnest, Jamie Gaunt, 

Lee Hepner, Kyle Johnson (Alt), Betty Lewis, Ken Strait, Tom Tedesco, Judy Zirkle (Alt) 

Members Absent: Jeff Shimp 

Others Present: Justin White, Esquire, Bill Long, Engineer, Cynthia Dalessio, Secretary, Howard 

Melnicove, Esquire, Joseph Odenheimer and approximately 45 members of the public. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

The minutes of the Feb. 18, 2026, regular meeting were approved on a motion by Judy Zirkle, 

seconded by Ken Strait.  All were in favor with the exception of Mr. Earnest and Mr. Hepner who 

abstained.   

 

APPLICATION:  Highland Development Group, LLC for Major Subdivision Approvals, 

Block 33, lots 1, 2 and 3, Sewall Road Completeness Only 

 

Chairman Caggiano provided the public a brief explanation of the function of the Land Use Board 

and that this application is being reviewed for completeness only. 

 

Tom Tedesco and Kyle Johnson recused themselves at this time. 

 

Howard Melnicove, attorney with Nehmad, Davis and Goldstein stated that notice was provided 

to all residents within 200 feet. 

 

Joseph Odenheimer from Colliers Engineering was sworn in by Justin White. 

 

Mr. Odenheimer stated that the wooded mound in the middle of the farmland, commonly known 

as “Indian Hill,” will be preserved and that area will not be disturbed.  They are requesting a waiver 

of the tree inventory since the majority of the trees will not be disturbed. 

 

It was stated that a traffic statement was done rather than a traffic study since traffic is expected to 

be low impact. 

 

 

William Long, the LUB Engineer discussed his review letter with regards to completeness.  He 

requested a copy of the wetlands statement.  He asked the applicant to mark the trees that will be 



removed on a revised plan.  He also requested that they look at the traffic impact from the school 

during peak times and Saturday afternoon. 

 

Ken Strait questioned items such as the HOA documents, land for public use and deed restriction 

of the “Indian Hill” area that have not been addressed.  Mr. Long stated that these items will be 

addressed between preliminary and final approval.  Mr. Strait also questioned an archeological 

study for the “Indian Hill” area.  A Phase I Environmental Impact Statement will be submitted but 

did not include archeological. 

 

The meeting will be carried over to May 20 since notice has already been provided.  Technical 

review and completeness will be completed and preliminary can be done at the May 20 meeting. 

 

The applicant stated that they waive the requirement that the hearing be held within 45 days. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR GENERAL DISCUSSION: Please stand, state your name and the 

municipality in which you live for the record, and in five (5) minutes or less briefly state your 

comments to the Land Use Board Committee.  The Land Use Board Committee will allow for a 

total of 30 minutes for all public comments.  

 

Robert Litwhack questioned the details of the deed restriction of “Indian Hill.”  Chairman 

Caggiano stated that will be discussed at the preliminary hearing.  He also pointed out that traffic 

at the school will vary greatly depending on the time of year. 

 

Mike Yocius only received the notification two days ago.  Justin White confirmed the 

applicant mailed the 200 foot notices by certified mail/return receipt by the required date and any 

delays in receipt were due to USPS.  He stated the board wanted the notices mailed for the 

completeness portion, though not required for such by the Municipal Land Use Law, in an effort 

for full transparency. 

 

Kristin Eisenhardt stated she did not receive notice.  Mr. White confirmed that the notice 

was mailed to her address.  She said that the 49 proposed homes will basically double the traffic 

that currently exists and requested a full traffic study.  She also questioned the impact on wells, 

sewer and the school. 

 

There being no further comment the meeting was closed to the public on a motion by Mr. 

Hepner, seconded by Mr. Earnest. 

 

The application was deemed incomplete and the entirety of the application is continued to 

the May 20 meeting, without further notice, with the applicant waiving the 45 day hearing 

requirement, on a motion by Mr. Earnest, seconded by Ms. Lewis with a unanimous roll call vote. 
 

MOTION TO ADJOURN:  

  There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm. 

 

Next Scheduled Meeting: April 15, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Cynthia Dalessio, Land Use Board Secretary 


