MINUTES
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
March 26, 2026

Start Time: 6:30 p.m.

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag
The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag

Roll Call: Kelsey Bayzick, David Miller, Jeft Shimp, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag
Also Present: Rosa-Maria Brambila, Municipal Clerk; Neil Young, CFO; Solicitor Deana Walsh,
Esquire; Raymond A. Jones

Budget Review:

Neil Young, the CFO, presented the budget review in place of Mike Garcia, the township
auditor. The CFO reported one change to the fire department capital budget, stated that the proposed
budget includes a 1% tax increase, and advised that the municipality is approximately $30,000 under
the levy cap.

RESOLUTION:

#2026-55: RESOLUTION INTRODUCING THE 2026 BUDGET

Miller made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-55. Motion was seconded by Bayzick
and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote.

ORDINANCES FOR 15T READING:

#2026-04: ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION
LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

Bayzick made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-04 on first reading. Motion was
seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote.

Approval of Minutes:
Tedesco made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 12, 2026, Regular Meeting
and Executive Session. Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0.

Approval of Bills:
Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for partial March 2026 — $385,568.89

Tedesco made a motion to approve the bills. Motion was seconded by Bayzick and
approved 5-0.

[Neil Young, the CFO, left the meeting at 6:44 p.m.]

Public Comments:

Miller made a motion to open to the public. Motion was seconded by Tedesco and
approved 5-0.

Raymond A. Jones, a Hopewell Township resident, stated he received a notice regarding
a proposed data center near his residence and expressed concerns related to noise, radiation,
and potential impacts to his neighborhood. The Committee directed that the matter be referred
to the Land Use Board to review and consider updates to the ordinance regarding the
prohibition of telecommunications/data centers in Hopewell Township.

Being as there was no further public who wished to speak, a motion was made by Shimp

to close the public portion. Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0.
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RESOLUTIONS:

#2026-56: RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING CIVIL RIGHTS PRACTICES

Shimp made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-56. Motion was seconded by Miller
and approved 5-0.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

o The Committee discussed that the proposed updated regulations for the Convenience Center
may be distributed and posted on the Township website.

[Michael Hitchner, City of Bridgeton Deputy Fire Chief, arrived at the meeting at 6:52 p.m.]

o The Committee discussed correspondence requesting that the $94 million increase in municipal
aid be distributed equally to all municipalities on a per capita basis.

RESOLUTION:

#2026-57: A RESOLUTION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF HOPEWELL
TOWNSHIP, RESPECTFULLY REQUESTING THAT THE $94 MILLION
INCREASE IN STATE AID IN THE FY 2027 STATE BUDGET BE FAIRLY
DISTRIBUTED TO ALL MUNICIPALITIES AND NOT ONLY TO A SELECT
FEW, SOME OF WHOM WILLFULLY CREATED UNIQUE FINANCIAL
CRISES AS THEIR MAYORS IRRESPONSIBLY CURRIED FAVOR WITH
THEIR VOTERS WHILE RUNNING FOR HIGHER OFFICE

Miller made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-57. Motion was seconded by
Tedesco and approved 5-0.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:
No report given by Solicitor Walsh.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

#2026-58: RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (Personnel,
Contracts and Potential Litigation)

Tedesco made a motion to go into Executive Session. The motion was second by Shimp
and approved 5-0.

[Committee entered into executive session at 6.:56 p.m. and exited executive session at 7:38 p.m.]
[Rosa-Maria Brambila, the Municipal Clerk, left the meeting at 6:56 p.m.]

ADJOURN:

A motion was made by Shimp, seconded by Miller to adjourn. Motion carried 5-0.
End Time: 7:39 p.m.
Next Meeting Date: April 9, 2026 at 6:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Registered Municipal Clerk
cc: Committee and Counsel
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