
Hopewell Township Environmental Commission 
Hopewell Township Municipal Offices 
590 Shiloh Pike, Bridgeton, NJ 08302 

 
March Minutes 
March 11, 2026 

 
 
Sunshine Statement: In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, this meeting was duly 
advertised in the South Jersey Times on January 16, 2026, as well as the Daily Journal on January 16, 
2026. A notice was placed on the Municipal Office bulletin board on January 13, 2026. 
 
Regular Monthly Meeting: Hopewell Township Municipal Bldg., 590 Shiloh Pike 
Members: J. Lewis, J. Hankins, M. Carll, K. Strait, K. Roberts, B. McClain, P. Ritter, B. Doremus, Associate 
Member 
 
Members present at the monthly meeting: J Hankins, M. Carll, K. Roberts, K. Strait, B. McClain, P. Ritter 
and J. Lewis. The meeting was held in-person at the municipal office and called to order at 7:02 pm, 
followed by a reading of the Public Meeting Act Statement. Jeff Shimp of the public was present. 
 
I.  Approval of Meeting Minutes 

Corrections were made to the February minutes.  A motion was made to approve the minutes 
with corrections by B. McClain and seconded by M. Carll .  They were approved with a 
unanimous vote.  

II. Land Use Board Activity (K. Strait, liaison to LUB) 
K. Strait reported: 

• The board has a new board secretary, Cynthia Dilesso. 

• The Purple Dragon and DMC both submitted site plans. 

• Reviewed the Fair Share Plan and deemed it appropriate. 
Discussed the Highland Development Group major subdivision on Sewell Road and Kinkle Road 
for 49 units on ¾ acre lots. They will be connected to the sewer system, but will have individual 
wells and buried utilities. No affordable housing is included.  The plan includes preservation of 
Indian Hills trees and some landscaping within the development. After discussion it was decided 
to send a letter with recommendations to include the following items: 

• Inclusion of sidewalks and crosswalks where appropriate 

• Preservation of the Indian Hill area with possibly doing a tree inventory 

• Consider adding open space and recreation areas for the public 

• A plan for maintenance of the public landscaping and care of the trees that will planted 
according to the plan. 

 
III. Old Business 

a) CAWA Coordination - M. Carll reported CAWA’s Trash Clean-up will be March 21st.  They will 
meet at Sunset Lake Parking area at 9 am.  They would appreciate our support. In April they 
will offer a tour of a Salt Hay planting project.  

b) HTEC speakers – J. Lewis reported Mazie Mulford, an intern with Americorps NJ Watershed 
Ambassador, will speak to our group and the public on April 8, 2026, our regular meeting 
date.  We will have a short business meeting before the lecture.   



On May 13, 2026 Tom Tedesco will speak on Storm Water Management.                                                                   
c) Newsletter – M. Carll reported she is still having difficulties loading the newsletter on the 

township Facebook page, Jeff Shimp volunteered to investigate. The April Newsletter will 
focus on Microplastics. 

d) Budget – Has not been approved yet. 
Focus on Microplastics. 

e) Projects For 2026 – 2027 -   Make improvements to Barrett’s Run Park, including developing 
a brochure with a QR code, placing a new sign on Mary Elmer Drive, highlight the bluebird 
trail with signage and provide tree and plant identification along the trail. The Small shed 
located on the property is deemed unsafe and should be replaced. Jeff Shimp will discuss 
the situation with the Maintenance Crew. The Roadway into the park needs improvements. 
Some discussion closing the dirt road onto the park in the winter due to the muddy 
conditions. Some of the bird houses near the Blue Bird Trail need to be relocated.  B. 
McClain will mark the houses to be relocated and J. Lewis will follow with the maintenance 
crew for relocation along the woods trail. The grasslands and trails have been mowed and 
look great.  

f) Maintenance of Barrett’s Run Park – Needs to be completed by April.  J. Lewis will contact 
the township maintenance crew about completing the necessary work. The old bird houses 
need to be removed or relocated away from the bluebird trail and the bluebird houses need 
to be cleaned out. Jim McClain will clean out the houses and continue to monitor the houses 
through the breeding season, 

 
 
New Business 

a) None 
 
Miscellaneous Items 
 

• J. Lewis reported on the Cohansey River Trail which is a Cumberland County Project passing 
through Hopewell Township connecting the Amish Market in Hopewell Township to the 
Cohansey Country Club in Fairfield Township.  Cumberland Mutual which owns land adjacent to 
the proposed trail has offered land to connect to our Barrett’s Run Trail.  A bridge will be 
necessary to cross over the stream which could be a concern.  The company, EKRF group is 
designing the trail and held a meeting for county residents to view the proposed trail.  Several 
members from the HTEC attended and offered comments on the proposal. 

• Clean Communities Funding  was suggested by Jeff Shimp as an organization that may be able to 
provide funding for our Barrett’s Run Park shed project.  J. Lewis will follow up on the idea. 

 
Public Comment  
 No public comment 

P. Ritter made a motion to adjourn the meeting and J. Lewis seconded it. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm 
Next Regular meeting – April 8, 2026 
 
Submitted by Jane Hankins, Secretary  
 
 



 
 


