Hopewell Township Environmental Commission
Hopewell Township Municipal Offices
590 Shiloh Pike, Bridgeton, NJ 08302

February Minutes
February 11, 2026

Sunshine Statement: In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, this meeting was duly
advertised in the South Jersey Times on January 16, 2026, as well as the Daily Journal on January 16,
2026. A notice was placed on the Municipal Office bulletin board on January 13, 2026.

Regular Monthly Meeting: Hopewell Township Municipal Bldg., 590 Shiloh Pike
Members: J. Lewis, J. Hankins, M. Carll, K. Strait, K. Roberts, B. McClain, P. Ritter, B. Doremus, Associate
Member

Members present at the monthly meeting: J Hankins, M. Carll, K. Roberts, K. Strait, B. McClain, P. Ritter
and J. Lewis. The meeting was held in-person at the municipal office and called to order at 7:10 pm,
followed by a reading of the Public Meeting Act Statement. No members of the public were present.

I. Approval of Meeting Minutes
Corrections were made to the January minutes. A motion was made to approve the minutes
with corrections by J. Lewis and seconded by M. Carll . They were approved with a unanimous
vote.

Il. Land Use Board Activity (K. Strait, liaison to LUB)
K. Strait reported Dragon Village was granted approval for a 60 day extension for site plan
submission.

DMC Supplies building in the new industrial park has received final site plan approval. The plan
provides planting of native shrubbery and maintenance of the field behind the building.

Rexamination of the Master Plan to include affordable housing in the township was discussed.
Forty-nine units are planned on 3/4 acre lots on the Kinkle and Sewell Roads site which is zoned
R3. This area includes the Indian Hill forested lot. It was suggested that we should submit
prepared comments concerning maintaining the trees on the Indian Hill lot when a copy of the
proposal becomes available. The developer contacted J. Lewis concerning the proposal and
assured him that the trees will not be removed. The February meeting will discuss this issue.

South Jersey Gas is extending its gas line on Trench Road and Barrett Runs Road past the
Convenience Center to the Bridgeton Greenwich Road. They will use directional drilling. This
should not affect any environmental issues.

lll. Old Business
a) CAWA Coordination - M. Carll reported CAWA’s next membership meeting will present
Cohansey Meadows Farms discussing Sustainable Growth of Salt Hay.




b)

d)

e)

f)

HTEC speaker scheduling on storm management — J. Lewis will follow up with Tom Tedesco
to schedule a talk about Storm Water Management in Hopewell Township to be given at
our May or June regular meeting in 2026.

Newsletter — M. Carll reported difficulties loading the newsletter on the township Facebook
page and suggested HTEC members could share the page with their friends. P. Ritter
volunteered to investigate the problem. M. Carll would appreciate input on the newsletter
from members when it is emailed before publishing.

Budget — B. McClain submitted the 2026 Budget to the township clerk for review and
approval by the Township Committee at the February meeting. The budget is on the agenda
of the February meeting.

ANJEC member list — They have received out membership list and we should now be
receiving the quarterly report in the mail. Some difficulties have been reported with their
website.

Projects For 2026 —2027 - 1. Members attend workshops and conferences, 2. Make
improvements to Barrett’s Run Park, including developing a brochure with a QR code,
placing a new sign on Mary Elmer Drive, highlight the bluebird trail with signage and provide
tree and plant identification along the trail. 3. Restore the small shed to use as an
educational building at the Barrett’s Run Park.

Winter Maintenance of Barrett’s Run Park — Needs to be completed by April. J. Lewis will
contact the township maintenance crew about completing the necessary work. The old bird
houses need to be removed or relocated away from the bluebird trail and the bluebird
houses need to be cleaned out. Jim McClain will clean out the houses and continue to
monitor the houses through the breeding season,

New Business

a)

b)

c)

Grants and Scholarships — Discussion of the following scholarship programs we should
consider — Sustainable Jersey Grants Program, Land Conservancy NJ, and Love Where You
Live

CAWA Clean-up Day — March 21, 2026, at 9am — We should meet as a group to help. Meet
at Mary Elmer Lake and everything will be provided — gloves, bags and trash picker-uppers.
Future Speakers — Tom Tedesco will speak on Storm Water Management in Hopewell
Township. J. Lewis will make the contact and set up at date. M. Carll will contact Maggie
DeMarco to speak to our group about Watershed Ambassadors.

Miscellaneous Items

B. McClain will set up a rotating display of pictures and information about natural areas to enjoy in
Hopewell Township at the Hopewell Township Municipal Office.

Public Comment
No public comment

M. Carll made a motion to adjourn the meeting and P. Ritter seconded it.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm
Next Regular meeting — March 11, 2026

Submitted by Jane Hankins, Secretary



