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NJ Enacts New Environmental Laws

Food Waste Reduction Law - requiring every solid waste management district to
develop plans to cut food waste by 50% by 2035 and expand composting. Food waste —
estimated at a third of overall food produced for consumption - not only represents
tremendous lost economic value, which is estimated at $680 billion annually in
industrialized countries, but also causes unnecessary environmental burden. Uneaten food
results in wasted precious resources including water, land, energy, labor, and capital and

further impacts the environment through the rotting of landfill waste.

Skip the Stuff Act - reducing unnecessary single-use utensils and condiments for
takeout and delivery. This law will reduce the single-use plastics at restaurants
and from takeout food orders that too often end up in our oceans. The law requires
that restaurants, cafes, and other food service businesses provide utensils and condiment
packets only upon the customer’s request, rather than automatically including them in
orders. The law also requires that full-service restaurants with seating capacity of 10 or
more provide reusable utensils for dine-in customers, which distinguishes New
Jersey’s Skip the Stuff law as the most comprehensive in the country. The law is set to take
effect on August 1, 2026.

Protecting Against Forever Chemicals Act - strengthening protections for our
drinking water against PFAS. Empowers DEP to reduce the amount of PFAS present in our
air, water, and soil through the development of proper disposal practices. The bill will be
authorized to enforce the prohibition of intentionally added PFAS in consumer product

categories and enforce the labeling requirement on covered cookware.

Regulating Forever Chemicals in Fire Fighting Equipment - protecting our first
responders, public health and the environment. Prohibits the manufacture, sale,
distribution and use of Class B foam containing added PFAS. Requires manufacturers to
provide written notice if fire fighting gear contains added PFAS. The legislation responds
to the high rates of cancer among firefighters linked to chemical exposure from both foam

and gear.

If you would like more information about these newly enacted laws contact:

NJDEP @dep.nj.gov; ANJEC @anjec.org; PFAS Explained @epa..gov>pfas>pfas-

explained
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Have Fun Learning

Help kids understand why it is important to learn about the environment using the fun activities below which were adapted
from apple.com (http://education apple.com>learning center) or Challenge Based Learning - Environmental Justice
(challengebasedlearning.org) Use it as a guide, use it for incentives, make a game similar to Bingo, or investigate other
ways to make the lessons fun and life long like Create a Better World Through Environmental Justice - A Discussion Guide
and Workbook (free and available on line) features creative ways to explore and support the environment for all people.
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30 Creative Activities to Help the Environment

art show

2

~

4/

Click or tap an activity to view the project description.
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