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MINUTES 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

January 29, 2026 
 

Start Time: 6:30 p.m. 
 

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag 

The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag 

 

Roll Call:  Kelsey Bayzick, David Miller, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag 

Absent:  Jeff Shimp 

 

Also Present:  Rosa-Maria Brambila, Municipal Clerk; Solicitor Matt Ritter, Esquire; Gary 

VanMeter, OEM Coordinator; Elias Straub, Deputy OEM Coordinator; Tom Longo; Amy 

Pessolano; Eli Coulter; Terri Knight; Elvis Lima; Jeff Meehan; Debbie DeSantis; Bruce Hankins 

 

Presentations: 

 Robert Giuseppe Pessolano was presented with a proclamation in recognition of 

his community service and his work on community projects with Troop 1 Scouts BSA. 

 

  Mayor Freitag and Vice-Mayor Tedesco presented the awards to the 

students at Hopewell Crest School for the 2026 Kids Art Calendar contest.  Many of the 

children and their families attended the meeting to receive their awards and gift cards. 

 

 

ENTER REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING: 

  

[Committee entered into Redevelopment Authority meeting at 6:46 p.m.] 
 

 EXIT REDEVLOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING: 

 

[Committee exited Redevelopment Authority meeting at 6:48 p.m.] 

 

 

RE-ENTER TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING: 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 11, 2025, Regular 

Meeting and Executive Session, and January 5, 2026, Reorganization Meeting.  Motion 

was seconded by Miller and passed 4-0. 

 

  

Department and Committee Reports: 

 The Committee reviewed the department reports and discussed that the Senior 

Center was closed during the week of January 26, 2026, due to the recent snowstorm.  The 

Committee noted that the Senior Center otherwise has strong attendance when open. 

 

 The Committee also thanked the Fire Department for addressing a high volume of 

fire calls. 

 

Tedesco made a motion to approve the department reports.  Motion was seconded 

by Miller and approved 4-0. 

 

 

Approval of Bills: 

Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for December 2025 - $1,266,844.01 

 

Miller made a motion to approve the bills list.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco 

and approved 4-0. 
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Public Comments: 

Bayzick made a motion to open to the public.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco 

and approved 4-0. 

 

Former Mayor Hankins commended the Public Works Department for their hard 

work in making Township roads passable due to the recent snowstorm. 

 

OEM Coordinator, Gary VanMeter, introduced the Deputy OEM Coordinator, Eli 

Straub, to the Committee. 

 

Tom Longo, owner of an Air BNB property in Hopewell Township, stated that he 

submitted a packet regarding his Air BNB property and is addressing the items outlined in 

the letter from the Township Solicitor.  Mr. Longo also advised that he manages another 

Air BNB property in Hopewell Township and will address the items listed in the Solicitor’s 

letter for that property as well. 

 

 Being as there was no further public who wished to speak, a motion was made by 

Bayzick to close the public portion.  Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 4-0. 

 

 

ORDINANCES FOR 1ST READING: 

 

#2026-01:  ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TOWNSHIP CODE TO INCREASE 

LAND USE BOARD ADMINISTRATIVE AND ESCROW FEES AND ADOPT A 

REVISED FEE SCHEDULE 

 The Committee reported that the Land Use Board reviewed the revised fee schedule 

and recommended that it be presented to the Committee. 

 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-01 on first reading.  Motion 

was seconded by Miller and approved 4-0 with a roll call vote. 

 

#2026-02:  ORDINANCE AMENDING THE LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT 

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL, CUMBERLAND COUNTY 

TO ADD THE RESIDENTIAL INCLUSIONARY OVERLAY DISTRICT IN 

FURTHERANCE OF THE FAIR HOUSING ACT 

 The Committee stated that Ordinance 2026-02 reflects the new rules required for 

Affordable Housing compliance. 

 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-02 on first reading.  Motion 

was seconded by Miller and approved 4-0 with a roll call vote. 

 

#2026-03:  ORDINANCE AMENDING THE LAND USE DEVELOPMENT 

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL, COUNTY OF 

CUMBERLAND AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO REVISE CHAPTER 220 

ENTITLED LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

HOPEWELL CODE TO IMPLEMENT AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

REQUIREMENTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ORDER OF THE NEW 

JERSEY SUPERIOR COURT 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-03 on first reading.  Motion 

was seconded by Bayzick and approved 4-0 with a roll call vote. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

 #2026-32:  RESOLUTION APPOINTING A MUNICIPAL HOUSING LIAISON 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-32.  Motion was seconded by 

Miller and approved 4-0. 

 

 #2026-33:  RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER 2025 APPROPRIATION RESERVES 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-33.  Motion was seconded by 

Miller and approved 4-0. 
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#2026-34:  RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL, COUNTY OF 

CUMBERLAND, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING ENTERING INTO 

A CONTRACT WITH AN ADMINISTRATIVE AGENT FOR THE 

ADMINISTRATION OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING UNITS 

 The Committee stated that the rental rehabilitation program is part of the 

Township’s Affordable Housing obligations.  The Committee’s instruction is to contact 

TRIAD Associates to assist with the required items pursuant to the Consent Order, at a 

cost not to exceed $2,000.00 

  

 Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-34.  Motion was seconded by 

Bayzick and approved 4-0. 
 
 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

• The Committee discussed the farmland inquiry near Hopewell Crest Elementary School 

and indicated that the lease is believe to expire in September 2027; the Township Solicitor 

will confirm the expiration date. 

• The Committee discussed affordable housing and requested that Surenian, the Township’s 

affordable housing attorney, obtain the Consent Order authorizing the use of twenty 

percent (20%) of the funds for affordable housing purposes. 

• The Committee discussed Bostwick Lake and reported that the County is working on a 

shared services agreement that would help reduce costs to the Township.  Hopewell 

Township’s Solicitor will review the agreement, which provides that the County will be 

responsible for day-to-day maintenance, excluding the dam. 

• The Committee discussed the potential installation of a playground in the future and 

directed the Township Clerk to contact surrounding municipalities that have recently 

installed playgrounds, and to gather information on size, scope, and potential location. 

• The Committee discussed the home rehabilitation program and agreed to apply again for 

grant funding as part of the Township’s Affordable Housing obligations.  The Committee 

also authorized the use of the remaining 2024 home rehabilitation program grant funds to 

assist a resident who recently contacted the Township. 
 

#2026-35:  RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL, COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND, STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A HOME 

REHABILIATION PROGRAM, THE USE OF REMAINING 2024 FUNDS, AND 

PROGRAM OVERSIGHT 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-35.  Motion was seconded by 

Miller and approved 4-0. 

 

• The Committee discussed rental registrations for senior housing, including the possibility 

of charging rental registration fees to the landlords of the senior housing units.  The matter 

will be reviewed further. 
 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 

 No report given by Solicitor Ritter 
 
 

DISCUSSION ITEMS CONTINUED: 

• The Zoning/Housing Officer reported on vacant properties and advised that the vacant 

property letters will be sent by the next Township Committee meeting.  He also reported 

that the landlord registration letters were revised for 2026 and have been mailed, and that 

rental inspection form is currently being revised. 
 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

#2026-36:  RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (Personnel, 

Contracts and Potential Litigation) 

 

 Bayzick made a motion to go into Executive Session.  The motion was second by 

Tedesco and approved 4-0. 

 

[Committee entered into executive session at 8:14 p.m. and exited executive session at 9:17 p.m.] 
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GOOD OF THE ORDER: 

  

The Committee discussed the staffing of Township operations.  Following 

Executive Session, the Committee decided to appoint Poleth Garcia as an Alternate 

Deputy Dog Registrar. 

 

 #2026-37:  RESOLUTION APPOINTING POLETH GARCIA AS 

ALTERNATE DEPUTY DOG REGISTRAR 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-37.  Motion was seconded by 

Miller and approved 4-0. 

 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

 A motion was made by Miller; seconded by Bayzick to adjourn.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

 

End Time:   9:19 p.m. 

 

 

Next Meeting Date:   February 12, 2026 at 4:30 p.m. 

(Budget Workshop followed by Regular Meeting) 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

 

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Registered Municipal Clerk 
cc: Committee and Counsel  


