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Happy New Year 2026

The reorganization meeting for the new year was held on January 8
with changes in meeting days voted upon to better coordinate with
the Land Use Board and the Township Committee. The chair
person, vice chair and secretary for this term were voted on and are
as they appear in the left hand column. We cordially invite you to
attend our meetings to become aware of what the commission does

and to learn about projects we are working on.

New Year, New You

How Do | Start a Sustainable New Year?

Setting sustainable resolutions is a great way to begin the new year.

Educate yourself: Become a lifelong student of sustainability. Read
books, join online communities, attend environmental commission
meetings, follow eco-friendly influences, and stay up to date on
environmental news to keep you motivation going strong. Starting
an eco-friendly lifestyle does not have to be done all at once. Start
with something easy and work your way up to other ways to
maintain sustainable activities. Most importantly get involved in your

community.




Indigenous Peoples and the Environment

Indigenous peoples have a deep-rooted connection to
their lands, developed over thousands of years. This
traditional ecological knowledge encompasses sustainable
practices that have been passed down through
generations. They view themselves as stewards of the
environment, emphasizing the sacredness of nature and
the importance of maintaining ecological balance for future
generations.

(The following article was adapted from the American Littoral Society’s

website - info@littoralsociety.org)

Nanticoke Lenni-Lenape People Original
Stewards of Our Coasts

The Lenni-Lenape - whose name is generally translated as
“Original People” have a history in this region for about
10,00 years. Before European colonization they live in small
semipermanent villages along rivers and coastal areas,
including the Delaware Bay and its tributaries, where they
fished, hunted, and farmed. Their communities in what is
now New Jersey included 3 main groups - the Munsee
(People of the Stony Country; the southern most region
were the Unami (People Down River) and the Unalachitigo

(People Who Live Near the Ocean).

It is clear that the Delaware River watershed of which
Hopewell Township is a part, has always been central to
their cultural identity. The descendants of the Nanticoke
Lenni-Lenape Tribal Nation continue to preserve their

culture and advocate for the for tribal recognition.

The Littoral Society partners with the Nation to help
protect South Jersey's Waterways and the communities
that depend on them. For the past decade the Society has
worked with tribal members through environmental

education programs including:

¢ Continuing to maintain cultural identity and practices
while balancing the reality of living in today’s American

society.

e Assisting with developing land acknowledgements and
have info on their website for public use. Acknowledging
other tribal land has long been a indigenous peoples

tradition.
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e Facilitating activities with youth groups during tribal
meetings, providing information tables at powwows, and

working as facilitators of conversation lessons at the

summer youth camps

Cohanzick Nature
Reserve

Discover Cohanzick
Nature Reserve, 62
Gravelly Hill Road,
Bridgeton, NJ. The Native

American Advancement

Corp acquired 63 acres of
Salem County land originally home to the Cohanzick
Lenape people and now provides a place for everyone to
experience nature. Managed exclusively by the (NAAC),
the beautiful reserve offers a unique and serene
environment and a significant conservation initiative with

deep historical and ancestral significance.

As indigenous people still living in ancestral homeland the
goal is to work to reduce this nations’ carbon footprint and
protect the natural world, not just for today but for future
generations. Every program offered - conservation,
environmental justice and education reflects native
enduring commitment to the land and its people. NAAC is
a charitable, educational, and service-oriented agency
based in Bridgeton in Cumberland County, NJ. Their aim is
to create opportunities for land preservation, cultural
preservation, training, employment, revenue, financial
literacy, homeownership, home rehabilitation,
maintenance, and repair programs in Cumberland,

Gloucester, Salem, Atlantic, and Cape May counties.

Visit the reserve and feel the tranquility of nature while
ensuring a smooth and secure experience with
comprehensive support. Your visit will be both memorable

and enjoyable.

Contacts - @cohanzick.org or Native American
Advancement Corp (NAAC) president Tyrese Gould Jacinto
and Director of Operations John Barry. 856-455-0600.

Partake in guided walks or take a workshop.
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