MINUTES
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
December 11, 2025

Start Time: 6:31 p.m.

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag
The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag

Roll Call: Kelsey Bayzick, David Miller, Jeff Shimp, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag
Also Present: Solicitor Matt Ritter, Esquire; Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk; Donna
Morlock; Michael Hitchner, City of Bridgeton Deputy Fire Chief

REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING CANCELED
The Redevelopment Authority (RA), having no new business items for consideration,
determined that the December 11, 2025, RA Meeting is canceled until January 2026 meeting.

Approval of Minutes:
Shimp made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 13, 2025, Regular Meeting
and Executive Session. Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0.

Department and Committee Reports:
The Committee discussed the annual Tree Lighting event and noted that it was a
successful event. The Committee also discussed the possibility of holding the event on a Thursday
in future years.

The Committee discussed the West Cumberland Senior Center budget and indicated an
intent to budget for the Senior Center to be open four days per week for the full year in 2026.
The Committee expressed appreciation to the Senior Center for creating ornaments used for the
Tree Lighting event.

The Committee discussed that the Department of Public Works is reviewing its budget
and plans to purchase an additional pump prior to year-end.

The Committee noted that Township employees purchased the Tree Lighting tree, and
that the Department of Public Works assisted with transporting the tree, digging the hole, and
assisting with decoration.

Tedesco made a motion to approve the department reports. Motion was seconded by
Miller and approved 5-0.

Approval of Bills:
Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for November 2025 - $665,462.57

Kelsey made a motion to approve the bills list, contingent upon approval of Resolution
2025-125. Motion was seconded by Tedesco and approved 5-0.

Public Comments:

Bayzick made a motion to open to the public. Motion was seconded by Miller and
approved 5-0.

Donna Morlock, who attends the West Cumberland Senior Center and assists when the
Senior Center Director is on PTO, presented a list of concerns and observations regarding the
Senior Center and shared the list with the Committee.

Being as there was no further public who wished to speak, a motion was made by Shimp

to close the public portion. Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0.
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ORDINANCES FOR 2" READING:

#2025-06: ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 184 OF
THE TOWNSHIP CODE TO UPDATE THE UNIFORM FIRE CODE
ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS

Bayzick made a motion to open and close Ordinance 2025-06 as there were no members
of the public wished to speak. Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0 with a roll call
vote.

The Committee stated that the ordinance requires amendment to revise wording in the
first paragraph to reflect that the Township entered into a Shared Services Agreement effective
July 19, 2018, rather than January 1, 2026.

Motion to approve Ordinance 2025-06 was made by Bayzick. Motion was seconded by
Miller and it was approved with a unanimous roll call vote, 5-0.

RESOLUTIONS:

#2025-123: HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO BOND
Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-123. Motion was seconded by Shimp
and approved 4-0-1, with Bayzick abstaining.

#2025-124: RESOLUTION OF HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP APPROVING
AFFORDABLE HOUSING SPENDING PLAN

Shimp made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-124. Motion was seconded by Miller
and approved 5-0.

#2025-125: RESOLUTION OF HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP REGARDING MERGER OF
SOUTH JERSEY REGIONAL ANIMAL SHELTER WITH ASSOCIATED HUMANE
SOCIETIES AND AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF INVOICES

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-125. Motion was seconded by
Shimp and approved 5-0.

#2025-126: RESOLUTION FOR CANCELING OUTSTANDING OUTDATED
CHECKS IN THE TREASURER’S ACCOUNT

Miller made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-126. Motion was seconded by
Bayzick and approved 5-0.

#2025-127: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CANCELLATION OF
APPROPRIATIONS

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-127. Motion was seconded by
Shimp and approved 5-0.

#2025-128: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS
Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-128. Motion was seconded by
Shimp and approved 5-0.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

The Committee discussed Affordable Housing matters and noted that several ordinances will be
required for adoption in 2026. The Committee reported that a meeting was held with Clarke
Caton Hintz, the Township’s planning consultant,

regarding recent State revisions to the Affordable Housing Plan. As a result of those revisions,

the plan will need to be reintroduced, readopted, and republished in full. The Committee also

discussed the proposed consent order from The Fair Share Housing Center, consisting of
approximately nine pages. The Affordable Housing sub-committee raised concerns, and Fair
Share Housing agreed to the revisions submitted by Surenian, Hopewell Township’s affordable
housing solicitor. The Committee discussed the need to establish a process for the collection of
Affordable Housing fees. Clarke Caton Hintz will oversee the required Affordable Housing
reporting.
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o The Committee discussed the rental inspection checklist. The Committee noted that the City of
Bridgeton Fire Department Fire Marshall’s Office will conduct the rental inspections. The
Committee also discussed notifying the Cumberland County Board of Realtors to direct inquiries
regarding inspections to the City of Bridgeton. The Committee noted that the City of Bridgeton
will conduct smoke certifications and will enforce the requirement that 911 address posts be
visible from the street. The Committee discussed that a draft habitability checklist for structures
is currently being developed.

o The Committee discussed the 2026 Land Use Board fee schedule. The Committee noted that the
fee schedule was presented to the Land Use Board, which recommended that it be presented to
the Township Committee.

e Mayor Freitag and Vice-mayor Tedesco met with the Mayor from the Borough of Shiloh
regarding a sewer connection project. The Borough of Shiloh received grant funding to conduct
an engineering feasibility study for a sewer connection that would run through Hopewell
Township’s main line.

o The Committee discussed the walking track at the West Cumberland Senior Center. Mayor
Freitag reported that she met with the Township’s Engineer, who is currently preparing plans
for the project. The project is anticipated to be advertised for bid in January 2026 and will
coincide with the Senior Center walking program.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:

The Solicitor reported that the tax appeal involving Dutchway Structures has been
resolved.

The Solicitor also reported that he met with Jonas regarding his lease, consistent with
the discussion held at the November 2025 Township Committee meeting. The Solicitor stated
that the next lease term will begin in 2027 and that the Township will advertise the lease for bid
at that time. The Solicitor is currently viewing the existing lease to reflect changes in acreage.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

#2025-129: RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (Personnel,
Contracts and Potential Litigation)

Bayzick made a motion to go into Executive Session. The motion was second by Shimp
and approved 5-0.

[Commiittee entered into executive session at 7:21 p.m. and exited executive session at 8:20 p.m.]

GOOD OF THE ORDER:

Approval of Additional Bill: Bridgeton Printing for 2026 Clean Communities Calendars
An additional bill in the amount of $1,200 from Bridgeton Printing was presented.
Tedesco made a motion to approve payment of the additional bill in the amount of $1,200.
Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0.

ADJOURN:

A motion was made by Miller; seconded by Shimp to adjourn. Motion carried 5-0.

End Time: 8:22 p.m.

Next Meeting Date: January 5, 2026 @ 5:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk
cc: Committee and Counsel
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