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Greetings of the Season

Celebrate  a  sustainable  Christmas  by  embracing  zero-waste  gifts,  DIY decorations,  natural 
ornaments,  energy-efficient lighting,  and eco-conscious festivities  that  are kind to both the 
planet and your budget.

Sustainable Gift Giving

Choose  experiences  over  material  gifts:  Offer  concert  tickets,  museum memberships, 
cooking classes, or a special outing rather than physical items 

DIY and handmake gifts: Homemade jams, bath bombs, sugar scrubs, embroidered tea 
towels, or baked treats reduce packaging waste and add personal value 

Ethical  and  secondhand  options:  Shop  at  thrift  stores,  support  small  sustainable 
businesses,  or  purchase  pre-owned  items  to  reduce  demand  for  new  production  and 
landfills 

Eco-friendly  gift  wrap:  Use  recyclable  or  compostable  papers,  reusable  fabric  wraps 
(Furoshiki), old newspaper, magazines, or scarves, and decorate with natural elements like 
pinecones, dried oranges, or rosemary 
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Cards and Greetings

Digital e-cards or video messages reduce paper waste 

Seed paper or recycled cards: Plantable cards embedded with wildflower seeds or cards made from recycled materials provide 
a lasting, eco-conscious touch 

Repurpose old cards into gift tags, ornaments, or table decorations 

Decorations

Real or potted trees: Support local certified growers; potted trees can be replanted afterward 

DIY and natural décor: Popcorn garlands, dried orange slices, pinecone ornaments, cinnamon sticks, pressed leaves, and twig 
mobiles are biodegradable and festive

Reusable,  sustainable ornaments:  Use wood,  glass,  or  ethically-made recycled 
ornaments; foraged greenery can enhance wreaths or garlands  
Energy-efficient lighting: LED lights or solar-powered options reduce electricity 
usage; always turn lights off when not in use

Repurpose and upcycle: Cardboard, tin cans, wine corks, and fabric scraps can 
be transformed into ornaments, tree skirts, and table decorations 

Use foraged greenery, natural twine, pinecones in homemade table centerpieces 

Reusable tableware - cloth napkins, thrifted platters, and mismatched dishes reduce single-use waster

By integrating DIY projects, eco-conscious shopping, energy-efficient lighting, local and natural materials and 
experience-based  gifts,  you  can  celebrate  Christmas  in  a  meaningful,  budget-friendly  and  environmentally 
responsible way, creating a festive season that lowers waste and supports conscious living.

In the spirit of sustainability, the Hopewell Environmental Commission is sending warm 
wishes for a joyous and green holiday season! As we gather around the table, let's toast 
to a sustainable future and a healthier Earth. May your celebrations be as harmonious as 
nature's symphony, and as gentle as a breeze that nourishes the planet. Wishing you a 
season filled with renewable joy and eco-conscious merriment! Come join us in January 
for the annual reorganization meeting and come out and see your HTEC at work. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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