MINUTES
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
November 13, 2025

Start Time: 6:31 p.m.

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag
The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag

Roll Call: Kelsey Bayzick, David Miller, Jeff Shimp, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag

Also Present: Solicitor Matt Ritter, Esquire; Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk; Travis
Uhland, Hopewell/ Stow Creek Fire Chief; Bruce Hankins; Gary VanMeter, OEM Coordinator; Michele
Mooney

Approval of Minutes:
Bayzick made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 9, 2025, Regular Meeting.
Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0.

Department and Committee Reports:
The Committee reviewed and discussed the Department Head Reports.

The Senior Center held its third Pinochle Tournament, which included participation from
Upper Deerfield, Deerfield, and West Cumberland Townships, with a total of forty residents.
The goal is to hold this tournament annually.

Public Works reported that several easements require cleanup to ensure proper
stormwater drainage. Public Works also informed the Committee of the new Convenience Center
rules that will go into effect in 2026 and stated that enforcement of these new rules will be
necessary. Public Works provided an update on the E-Waste recycling. Electronics will now
need to be properly covered to comply with new requirements. The Convenience Center may
need to obtain a three-sided carport to allow a trailer to move in and out while providing the
required covered storage. The shed previously used for the Convenience Center equipment
storage belongs to The Authority, and The Authority will be taking it back for their own E-Waste
needs. Public Works will reach out to neighboring municipalities to gather information on how
they manage their E-Waste programs.

Shimp made a motion to approve the department reports. Motion was seconded by
Tedesco and approved 5-0.

Approval of Bills:
Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for October 2025 - $2,160,119.03

Miller made a motion to approve the bills list. Motion was seconded by Tedesco and approved
5-0.

[Brittany Snyder from City of Bridgeton’s Bureau of Fire Prevention arrived at the meeting at 6:45 p.m.]

Public Comments:

Bayzick made a motion to open to the public. Motion was seconded by Miller and
approved 5-0.

Gary VanMeter, OEM Coordinator, reported that his current term expires on December
31, 2025. Mr. VanMeter stated that he is willing to continue serving for an additional three-year
term. Mr. VanMeter also advised that he is training an OEM Trainee who is currently taking
the required courses to become an OEM Coordinator and presently holds a one-year
appointment. Mr. VanMeter noted that the current OEM Deputies are not interested in assuming
the OEM Coordinator role, which is why the OEM Trainee is being prepared for future
responsibilities.

Travis Uhland, Hopewell/ Stow Creek Deputy Fire Chief, provided an update on the
firehouse call reporting software and requested that the Committee review the proposed
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agreement for the new system. Deputy Fire Chief Uhland made a couple of recommendations
regarding the E-Waste recycling process.

Brittany Snyder from City of Bridgeton’s Bureau of Fire reported on updates to housing
inspections and Certificate of Occupancy (CO) changes, along with related matters concerning
the Fire Code.

Being as there was no further public who wished to speak, a motion was made by Miller
to close the public portion. Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0.

ORDINANCES FOR 2" READING:

#2025-04: ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF CERTAIN LANDS NOT
NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE, PURSUANT TO THE HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP
BUSINESS PARK REDEVELOPMENT PLAN

Bayzick made a motion to open and close Ordinance 2025-04 as there were no members

of the public wished to speak. Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0 with a roll call
vote.

The Committee stated that the ordinance needed to be amended
by changing the wording in the last paragraph to read “ordinance” instead of “resolution.”

Motion to approve Ordinance 2025-04 was made by Bayzick. Motion was seconded by
Shimp and it was approved with a unanimous roll call vote, 5-0.

#2025-05: AFFORDABLE HOUSING ORDINANCE

Tedesco made a motion to open and close Ordinance 2025-05 as there were no members
of the public wished to speak. Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0 with a roll call
vote.

Motion to approve Ordinance 2025-05 was made by Bayzick. Motion was seconded by
Tedesco and it was approved with a unanimous roll call vote, 5-0.

RESOLUTIONS:

#2025-118: AUTHORIZATION TO TRANSFER FUNDS RESOLUTION
Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-118. Motion was seconded by
Tedesco and approved 5-0.

#2025-119: RESOLUTION GRANTING FINAL APPROVAL OF THE HALTER
FARM APPLICATION TO SELL DEVELOPMENT EASEMENT

The Committee stated that the resolution must be corrected to reflect “J Newkirk
Farm” instead of “Halter Farm.”

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-119 with the corrected verbiage.
Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0.

#2025-120: RESOLUTION AWARDING THE CHIPPING OF THE BRUSH PILE AT
THE CONVENIENCE CENTER TO DAVID GATES, INC.

Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-120. Motion was seconded by
Shimp and approved 5-0.

[Gary VanMeter, OEM Coordinator, departed the meeting at 7:09 p.m.]

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

The Committee reviewed and discussed the 2025 BPI (Best Practices Inventory) report that was
submitted in October 2025. One item identified for improvement is ensuring that copies of all
required professional licenses for Township employees are placed in each employee’s personnel
file annually.
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o For the 2026 RFPs, the Committee agreed to proceed with the Non-Fair and Open method for
all professional services except for animal sheltering services and risk management consultant
services.

o The Committee reported that comcast was fully executed on November 13, 2025. The project is
expected to be completed by Thanksgiving 2025, after which a publication will be issued.

e Regarding the walking track project, State approval has been received. The Township Engineer
is expected to provide the plans by the end of November 2025. The walking track will be located
at the West Cumberland Senior Center and will complement the walking program initiated in
2025.

o The Committee stated that the matter concerning Air BNBs will be discussed at a future Township
Committee meeting.

o The Committee stated that all required documents related to the Affordable Housing challenge
received from the Fair Share Housing Center were filed in October 2025.

e LUB Secretary — The Township is in need of a Land Use Board (LUB) Secretary. The Committee
will prepare a job description and forward it to Personnel Committee for review prior to posting
the position.

o The Committee reported that twenty-four veterans attended the Veterans Day Program at the
Hopewell Crest Elementary School on November 5, 2025, and approximately eighty letters were
mailed in advance to all veterans residing in Hopewell Township to inform them of the event.

o The Annual Tree Lighting event is scheduled for Wednesday, December 3, 2025. Mayor Freitag
has a meeting with the Hopewell Crest Elementary School on November 20, 2025, to finalize
event details. The event is being advertised on the Township website and Facebook page, and
flyers will also be distributed.

e Regarding holiday plans, the employee holiday dinner will be held off-site on December 16,
2025.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:

The Solicitor reported that he has three items to discuss during Executive Session.

ENTER REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING:
[Committee entered into Redevelopment Authority meeting at 7:28 p.m.]

EXIT REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING:
A motion was made by Miller, seconded by Shimp to adjourn. Motion carried 5-0.

[Redevelopment Authority adjourned the meeting at 7:39 p.m.]

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

#2025-121: RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (Contracts and
Potential Litigation)

Bayzick made a motion to go into Executive Session. The motion was second by Miller
and approved 5-0.

[Committee entered into executive session at 7:42 p.m. and exited executive session at 9:16 p.m.]

GOOD OF THE ORDER:

The Committee discussed matters related to the Fire Code and smoke certifications in
Executive Session. Following discussion, the Committee introduced Ordinance 2025-06.

ORDINANCES FOR 1 READING:

#2025-06: ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 184 OF
THE TOWNSHIP CODE TO UPDATE THE UNIFORM FIRE CODE ENFORCEMENT
PROVISIONS

Bayzick made a motion to approve Ordinance 2025-06 on first reading by title only.
Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 4-0-1 with a roll call vote.
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RESOLUTIONS:

The Committee discussed the Pineview Terrace change order in Executive Session. After
deliberation, the Committee authorized the change order, which reflects a .31% decrease.

#2025-122: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FINAL COMPLETION AND
ACCEPTANCE OF PINEVIEW TERRACE RESURFACING AND APPROVAL OF A
DECREASE CHANGE ORDER

Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-122. Motion was seconded by Shimp
and approved 5-0.

ADJOURN:

A motion was made by Miller, seconded by Shimp to adjourn. Motion carried 5-0.

End Time: 9:19 p.m.

Next Meeting Date: December 11, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk
cc: Committee and Counsel
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