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But man is a part of nature, and his war against nature is
inevitably a war against himself - Rachel Carson

What's with all the acorns?

If you think you've seen a lot
of us acorns this year, you're
right! That's because 2025 is
a mast year - a year where
oak trees sync up to produce
massive amounts of acorns.
There are so many of us this
year that squirrels and other
critters won't be able to eat
us all, leaving lots of us

behind to grow into new oak
trees! How oak trees work

together to mass produce

acorns is still a bit of a
mystery, although scientists
think weather and chemical

signals may plag a role!
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The Difference Between Stewardship
and Sustainability

The most commonly used definition of environmental
sustainability comes from the Brundtland Commission:
“meeting the needs of the present without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”

Simply put, environmental sustainability involves protecting
ecosystems, conserving resources and creating a healthy
world for future generations. It is one of the three key pillars
of sustainability, alongside social impact and governance.
Environmental sustainability includes other topics such as
waste management, resource depletion and biodiversity
loss. Importantly, these issues are interconnected.

Environmental stewardship refers to the ethical and
responsible use of natural resources and ecosystems. It
emphasizes the commitment to safeguard the environment
through various practices that promote sustainability and
conservation. Key principles of environmental stewardship
include:

* Responsibility - the duty to care for the earth and its
resources

+ Sustainability - utilizing resources in a way that meets
needs without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs

- Conservation - Protecting and preserving natural
resources including water, air, soil, and biodiversity

+ Collaboration - working together in communities to achieve
shared environmental goals.

Environmental Sustainability and
Stewardship Work Together

Environmental sustainability and stewardship are
interconnected concepts that work together to create a
healthier planet. Environmental stewardship involves the
responsible use and protection of natural resources, while
sustainability focuses on balancing ecological, social, and
economic needs to ensure resource availability for future
generations. Both concepts emphasize the importance of
conservation and biodiversity, but environmental stewardship
specifically emphasizes the management and protection of
natural resources. By practicing environmental stewardship,
individuals and organizations can contribute to sustainability
goals, ensuring that resources remain available for future

generations.
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To have a sustainable future, governments, businesses, and
people need to make changes. Governments can make
rules to protect the environment. Businesses can find ways
to make products without using so many resources. People
can make small changes in their lives, like recycling and
using less energy. It is important to manage renewable
resources, extract nonrenewable resources responsibly, limit
waste and toxic emissions, and protect species and
ecosystems. A sustainable society lives with ecological limits
by reforming or abolishing practices that harm the
environment. Sustainable develop meets the needs of
current and future generations by integrating economic,
social and environmental factors in decision-making.
Environmental stewardship can take many forms, from
individual actions to large-scale initiatives. Here are some
noteworthy examples:

+ Restoration Projects: Rehabilitating damaged ecosystems,
such as replanting native trees in deforested areas or
restoring wetlands.

+ Conservation Efforts: Protecting natural habitats and
endangered species through the establishment of
protected areas and wildlife reserves.

+ Sustainable Practices: Implementing methods that
minimize harm to the environment, such as using
renewable energy sources, reducing waste, and promoting
recycling.

+ Community Engagement: Encouraging local communities
to participate in environmental initiatives, such as
community gardens or clean-up events.

Why It’s Important

Environmental stewardship is a commitment to safeguarding
our planet's resources, recognizing the interconnectedness
of all living things, and acknowledging our impact on the
environment. It encompasses a wide range of actions and
beliefs aimed at preserving ecological integrity. The
importance of environmental stewardship cannot be
overstated, as it plays a crucial role in addressing pressing
global issues such as climate change, pollution, and
biodiversity loss.
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