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MINUTES 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

October 9, 2025 
 

Start Time: 6:30 p.m. 

 

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag 

The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag 

 

Roll Call:  Kelsey Bayzick, David Miller, Jeff Shimp, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag 

Also Present:  Solicitor Matt Ritter, Esquire; Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk; Gary 

VanMeter, OEM Coordinator; Michael Hitchner, City of Bridgeton Deputy Fire Chief; John Ford; 

Roy Sheppard; Jeffrey Knerr; Michael and Barbara Morris 

 

PRESENTATIONS: 

Mayor Robin Freitag presented the 2025 Veteran of the Year Award to James Ceto 

 

[Mr. Ceto and his family left the meeting at 6:35 p.m.] 

 

 REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING CANCELLED 

 The Redevelopment Authority Committee (RA), having no new business items for 

consideration, determined that the October 9, 2025, RA Meeting is canceled until November’s 

meeting. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Bayzick made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 11, 2025, Regular 

Meeting and Executive Session.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 4-0.  

 

Department and Committee Reports: 

The Committee reviewed the departmental reports.  The Committee acknowledged that 

the Senior Center continues to thrive with the variety of activities being held there.  Beginning 

in November 2025, the Senior Center will be open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 

only, for budgetary reasons.  It is anticipated that Monday operations will resume in the 

Spring 2026 when the weather warms up. 

 

It was reported that the Public Works department completed some of the brush 

chipping and cordoned off the brush pile at the Convenience Center.  Public Works is 

reviewing preliminary scheduling for additional brush removal during the Week of October 

13, 2025.  In addition, a new 15 HP Myers sewer pump was installed as a backup.  Public 

Works repainted the paring lot lines at the Senior Center. 

 

Shimp made a motion to approve the department reports.  Motion was seconded by 

Miller and approved 5-0. 

 

Approval of Bills: 

Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for September 2025 - $1,625,955.09 

 

Bayzick made a motion to approve the bills list.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 5-0. 

 

Public Comments: 
 

Shimp made a motion to open to the public.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 5-0. 

 

Roy Sheppard and his client, John Ford, owner of Back Door Antiques LLC, an 

antique shop currently renting space in Priolo’s Plaza in Hopewell Township, attended the 

meeting.  Mr. Sheppard stated that Backdoor LLC is interested in constructing a new 8,000-

square-foot facility and would prefer a location along Shiloh Pike or near The Greater 

Bridgeton Amish Farm Market area to increase visibility and exposure.  Mr. Ford further 

noted that they are in the preliminary stages of planning and are inquiring about potential 

sites available within Hopewell Township, with a preference for those areas. 
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Being as there was no further public who wished to speak, a motion was made by 

Shimp to close the public portion.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco and approved 5-0. 

 

ORDINANCES FOR 2nd READING: 
 

#2025-04:  ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF CERTAIN LANDS NOT 

NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE, PURSUANT TO THE HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 

BUSINESS PARK REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 

The Township Solicitor stated that Ordinance #2025-04 cannot proceed to a public 

hearing without proper publication.  The ordinance was introduced in August 14, 2025, 

Township Committee meeting but was inadvertently omitted from the September 11, 2025, 

Township Committee meeting for adoption.  The Solicitor advised that this matter will need 

to be corrected and scheduled for the November 13, 2025, Township Committee meeting. 

 

ORDINANCES FOR 1st READING: 
 

#2025-05:  AFFORDABLE HOUSING ORDINANCE  

Miller made a motion to approve Ordinance 2025-05 on first reading.  Motion was 

seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 
 

#2025-112:  RESOLUTION APPOINTING AMBER GONZALEZ AS DEPUTY 

REGISTRAR OF VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE TOWNSHIPS OF HOPEWELL 

AND GREENWICH 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-112.  Motion was seconded by 

Tedesco and approved 5-0. 

 

#2025-113:  RESOLUTION APPOINTING AMBER GONZALEZ AS DEPUTY 

REGISTRAR OF DOG LICENSING FOR HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-113.  Motion was seconded by 

Miller and approved 5-0. 

 

#2025-114:  RESOLUTION APPOINTING POLETH GARCIA AS TEMPORARY 

DATA MANAGEMENT PROJECT ASSISTANT 

 Miller made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-114.  Motion was seconded by 

Bayzick and approved 5-0. 

 

#2025-115:  RESOLUTION CHAPTER 159 FOR WOODLAWN AVENUE 

Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-115.  Motion was seconded by 

Bayzick and approved 5-0. 

 

#2025-116:  RESOLUTION APPOINTING AMBER GONZALEZ AS PART-TIME 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Miller made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-116.  Motion was seconded by 

Bayzick and approved 5-0. 

 

#2025-117:  RESOLUTION APPOINTING AMBER GONZALEZ AS NJ CLEAN 

COMMUNITIES COORDINATOR 

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-117.  Motion was seconded by 

Shimp and approved 5-0. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 

• The Committee provided an update on Comcast.  An additional seventeen addresses have been 

released, and Comcast representatives are currently contacting residents along the border of 

Stow Creek Township and Hopewell Township regarding mark-outs.  The delay involving one 

utility pole was due to SJ Gas.  There are nine remaining homes to be completed.  The 

Committee anticipates making a public announcement in November 2025. 

• The Committee discussed the Township’s affordable housing obligations.  The Fair Share 

Housing Center submitted a set of comments, which have been treated as a formal challenge.  

Surenian, the Township’s affordable housing attorney, and Clarke Caton Hintz, the 



 

Page 3 of 3 
10-09-2025 TC Minutes 

Township’s planning consultant, have prepared a response indicating that Hopewell 

Township is in compliance with all requirements set forth by the NJ Department of Community 

Affairs (DCA).  The response letter was scheduled to be filed by the October 10, 2025, 

deadline. 

• The Committee plans to hold the Annual Tree Lighting at The Greater Bridgeton Amish Farm 

Market, beginning at 6:00 p.m. 

• Halloween trick-o-treating will take place on Friday, October 31, 2025, from 4:00 p.m. to 

7:00 p.m. 

• RFPs for 2026 – The Committee requested that the Acting Municipal Clerk provide a list of 

all the 2025 professional services’ contracts for the Committee’s review and discussion at the 

next regularly scheduled Township Committee meeting.  It was the consensus of the 

Committee that the list be distributed in advance to allow sufficient time for review. 

• NJ League of Municipalities Conference – the Tax Collector, Tax Assessor, and the Acting 

Municipal Clerk will be attending the annual conference scheduled for November 18, 2025 

through November 20, 2025. 

• The Committee discussed hosting a holiday luncheon or early dinner for the Township 

employees in appreciation of their service.  The Acting Municipal Clerk was directed to 

prepare and provide a list of potential venues for the Committee’s consideration at an 

upcoming meeting. 

• Smoke Certifications – Deputy Fire Chief Hitchner from the City of Bridgeton reported that 

a bill passed in February 2025 by the NJ Department of Community Affairs (DCA) requires 

zoning/housing officials to comply with the Fire Code regarding Certificate of Occupancy 

(CO) or smoke certifications.  Pursuant to the new legislation, individuals performing such 

inspections must hold certification as a Fire Inspector.  The Deputy Fire Chief stated that the 

City of Bridgeton Fire Department’s role is to ensure regulatory compliance and not to 

impose an undue burden on Hopewell Township.  Coordination will begin with Hopewell 

Township’s Zoning/Housing Officer to facilitate the required inspections. 

• Hopewell Township OEM Coordinator, Mr. Gary VanMeter, reported that the township’s 

Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) has been completed.  The county will be transmitting the 

final version to the Acting Municipal Clerk for signatures. 

• Mayor Freitag reported that she met with Hopewell Crest Elementary School regarding the 

Veterans Day program scheduled for November 5, 2025.  Additionally, approximately eighty 

letters were mailed the Week of October 6, 2025, to Hopewell Township veterans to inform 

them of the upcoming event. 

• Mayor Freitag read a letter of commendation received from a former resident expressing 

appreciation for the great customer service provided by the Acting Municipal Clerk. 

• The Committee received correspondence from a resident regarding the Township’s noise 

ordinance.  The resident recommended that all municipalities within Cumberland County, as 

well as the County itself, consider adopting a consistent noise ordinance.  The Committee 

agreed to request that the New Jersey State Police (NJSP) attend the next CDC meeting to 

discuss the matter and review the applicable state standards for both residential and 

commercial areas.  The Hopewell Township Committee expressed openness to participating 

in a joint effort toward this initiative, with no objections noted. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 
 

The Solicitor provided an update on the Comcast Franchise Agreement, specifically 

regarding the provision of free services at the West Cumberland Senior Center and the 

Convenience Center.  The Solicitor will locate the agreement and provide a follow-up report 

to the Committee.  

 

ADJOURN: 

  

A motion was made by Bayzick; seconded by Shimp to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

End Time:  7:36 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting Date:  November 13, 2025 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

 

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk 
cc:  Committee and Counsel 


