
 

 

Hopewell Township Environmental Commission 
Hopewell Township Municipal Offices 
590 Shiloh Pike, Bridgeton, NJ 08302 

 
October Minutes 
October 1, 2025 

 
 
Sunshine Statement: In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, this meeting was duly 
advertised in the South Jersey Times on March 21, 2025, as well as the Daily Journal on March 
21, 2025. A notice was placed on the Municipal Office bulletin board on March 18, 2025. 
 
Regular Monthly Meeting: Hopewell Township Municipal Bldg., 590 Shiloh Pike 
Members: J. Lewis, J. Hankins, M. Carll, K. Strait, K. Roberts, B. McClain, B. Doremus, Associate Member 
 
Members present at the monthly meeting: J Hankins, M. Carll, P. Ritter, K. Roberts and J. Lewis. The 
meeting was held in-person at the municipal office and called to order at 7:00 pm, followed by a reading 
of the Public Meeting Act Statement.  Also, present was J. Shimp from Hopewell Township Committee. 
 
Note: Due to the absence of Chairwoman, B. McClain, the meeting was conducted by Vice Chairman, J. 
Lewis. 
 
I.  Approval of Meeting Minutes 

Motion to approve the minutes as written was made by M. Carll and J. Lewis seconded the 
motion.  They were approved unanimously.  

II. Land Use Board Activity (K. Strait, liaison to LUB) 
No meeting last month, no report. 

III. Old Business 
 

• CAWA Coordination – M. Carll reported she attended the CAWA meeting as our 
representative.  CAWA is interested in sharing some events/or meetings with the local 
township environmental commissions. Maggie DeMarco, a CAWA member, would like to 
present to our commission the Flood map Program before the first of the year.  After 
discussion J. Lewis made a motion to have the presentation at our next meeting, November 
5th, and invite other area Environmental Commissions to attend. P. Ritter seconded the 
motion. M. Carll will contact CAWA and Maggie DeMarco to schedule the meeting and invite 
other local Environmental Commissions to attend.  She will also coordinate with the 
township office staff to have the necessary sound and video systems needed for the 
presentation. 

 

• Pollinator Garden – J. Hankins reported the garden is doing well and the Butterfly release on 
Hopewell Day was a success with many attending.  A suggestion was made to make the 
garden more visible by creating a  paver path to the garden and/or signage to indicate the 
location behind the West Cumberland Senior Center. 
 



 

 

• Newsletter – M. Carll reported the October HTEC Newsletter provides information about  
What a Watershed is and about the local Cohansey River watershed.  Information was also 
shared about CAWA, (Cohansey Area Watershed Association), an organization that is 
committed to protecting, promoting and expanding public awareness of the local Cohansey 
Watershed. 
 

• Hopewell Day Review – The consensus of those who attended Hopewell Day was very 
positive.  Our display was well presented and of interest to many who stopped to look and 
read about natural areas in Hopewell Township. Our thanks to J. Shimp and the Hopewell 
maintenance crew for delivering and helping set up the tent, tables and display units. 

 

• Environmental Congress – M. Carll will attend the 2025 Environmental Congress on October 
10, 2025.  The topic covered will cover water and watersheds in New Jersey. 

 

 
New Business 
 

• New Member welcome – Paul Ritter was welcomed as a new member to the Hopewell 
Township Environmental Commission.  He will be an added asset to the group. 

 

• Discussion/planning for CAWA presentation – This was discussed under old business CAWA. 
 
 

• New Project/budget items for 2026 - We need to start thinking about projects for next year 
along with a budget for 2026. Several ideas expressed from the last meeting were making a 
QR Code for the Barrett Run Trail and information signs about the Bluebird Trail. We also 
need to explore education opportunities for our members. It was suggested to get youth 
involved in some of our projects to make them aware of the importance of taking care of 
the environment.  This could be done through the Hopewell Elementary School, the local 
church Youth Groups and the Cumberland Regional High School.  Letters could be sent to 
these groups asking if they would like to participate in some of our programs. 

 

• Clean Communities Project Ideas – It was suggested that roadway cleanups on routes to the 
Convenience Center would be helpful, as well as publishing information about tarping trash 
when driving to the Convenience Center in the Newsletter. 

 

Miscellaneous Items 
 

• Members need to consider Projects for 2026 for the next meeting. 
 
 
Public Comment 
 

• J. Shimp commented that Hopewell Day went well, and our display was nice. 



 

 

J. Lewis made a motion to adjourn the meeting and P. Ritter seconded it. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm 
 
Next Regular meeting – November 5, 2025 
 
Submitted by Jane Hankins, Secretary  
 
 
 
 


