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Thank You!

The Hopewell Township Environmental Commission thanks you for stopping by our location on

Hopewell Day. We had many of our projects on display for the community to see. We also had
several people stop by and ask questions about what we do and the projects we have completed. We
had questions about pollinator gardens, butterflies, township trails and where one could find other
information with regard to the environment. We thank all of you for taking the time to get
information or just chat with us. We hope to see you again next year at Hopewell Day. - Or - why
not come out to our monthly meetings and ask more questions and learn about new projects and see

how you might become more involved in the community environment?

is a Watershed?

After a rain drop or snowflake falls on
the land, it may infiltrate into the soil
or it may run off over the land surface
to a low spot in the landscape, which
is usually a body of water (lake,
stream or river). A watershed is the
area of land that drains to a particular
stream, river or lake.

The health of a watershed is a direct

reflection of how the land in the

watershed is used and managed.

Some of the benefits of a healthy

watershed are:

* Improved water quality

* Fewer flooding problems

¢ Enhanced wildlife habitat

* More opportunities for education
and recreation

Did you know that the Cohansey River and its tributaries form a watershed area? Sounds like a
leading question, right? The above graphic gives you an idea of what a watershed is and a basic

understanding of of why it’s important. But let’s find out more.

After a rainstorm where does all the water go ? - Some of the water gets absorbed by the ground and
by plants, but where does the rest of it (stormwater) ends up? It eventually drains into the
surrounding lakes and rivers, but it must get there via watersheds. The Environmental Protection
Agency defines a watershed as any body of land that flows downhill into a waterway. Basically,
"watershed" is a broad term used to describe how water flows across land to feed streams, rivers and
lakes {source: EPAL. All of these watersheds fit together like puzzle pieces to form our land masses.
A watershed can be thousands of square miles, or it can be a few acres draining into a pond.
According to the EPA there are millions of watersheds in the world - 2,100 small ones in the United
States alone [source: NatureServel.




However, a watershed is more than just a piece of land that
collects the rainwater and dumps it into the river. Anything
that ends up in a watershed ends up in a body of water,
including pollutants like discarded motor oil or paint, or
sediments from trees cut down due to construction. These and
other pollutants can contaminate a water supply, erode the land
surrounding the body of water and disrupt aquatic habitats.
Maintaining the health of our watersheds is vital to our ecology,
but how does this affect you? Why should you care about

watersheds?

Watersheds directly affect water quality, whether it's for
drinking or recreation. For example, algae blooms from
fertilizer runoft draining into water harm watershed health, as
do mercury and lead seeping into the water supply due to
pollution. Keeping watersheds healthy becomes increasingly
vital to finding clean water {source EPAL

Unhealthy watersheds affect wildlife. The polluted water supply
that results can become harmful to humans. Aquatic life quickly
suffers the effects of watershed pollution, while new pollutants
introduced into ecosystems alter wildlife habitats. This reduces
biodiversity by eliminating some species and introducing new,
invasive ones that destroy the native species. That, in turn, can
affect the food chain, from microbial organisms that feed birds

and animals to fish that feed humans.

The threat of erosion also exists. Water flowing to a stream
picks up dirt along the way. If the water picks up enough soil
over time, the land along that stream will become unstable and
eventually erode away. If you live along a river bank, this could
mean losing your backyard. For wildlife that lives in this area, it
means a loss of their habitat.

The sharp increase in development around the world may
contribute to some of the problems affecting watersheds today.
Urban development often involves removing plants, artificially
changing the surface topography and altering naturally formed
drainage networks. All of these factors affect an area's
watershed. In addition, manmade land covers, such as asphalt
roads or buildings, act as what the United States Geological
Survey calls a "fast lane" for rainfall. Rainwater that would have
been absorbed by soil and plants instead is sent directly into
streams. These fast lanes increase the chances for flooding
because more water pools in that area than a stream can hold

[source: U.S. Geological Surveyl.

Several laws exist to protect watersheds. The first was the
Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act in 1954,
helped coordinate federal and state flood prevention efforts.
The Act was amended in 1972 to add conservation efforts. In
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1996, terms were changed regarding loans for groups carrying
out watershed preservation and cleanup projects {source: U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Servicel. The World Bank, the United Nations
and other world organizations have spent years implementing
watershed protection programs around the globe [source:
United Nations}.

The Environmental Protection Agency also developed a
program to help watersheds in 1996. The watershed approach is
an environmental management program designed to address
the declining watershed health by combining public and private
efforts to address the worst contamination issues. Groups in
specific watersheds are encouraged to work together within the
community to balance preventing pollution and improving the
environment with the community's economic development.
These watershed teams, as they're called, monitor the
watershed and participate in cleanup and restoration projects
[source: Environmental Protection Agencyl.

Now you know a little more about a watershed and it’s
importance to a community like Hopewell. Did you know that
there is a local group that works with volunteers and
communities to help alleviate the declining Cohansey
watershed? It’s called CAWA (Cohansey Area Watershed

Association.
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—— WATERSHED ASSOCIATION INC.—

The Cohansey Area Watershed Association is a 501(c)(3)
organization focused on improving the quality of the Cohansey
River Watershed in Salem and Cumberland Counties in
southern New Jersey. CAWA was founded in order to maintain
the health and beauty of the Cohansey River and Watershed.
‘We have three main purposes:

1) To protect and restore the natural, cultural, and recreational

resources of the Cohansey area watershed;

2) To promote research and action to determine and secure a
healthy watershed;

3) To expand public awareness and appreciation of the

watershed’s many valuable and unique resources.

Check out www.cohansey.org or info@cohansey.org for

more information.
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