MINUTES
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
September 11, 2025

Start Time: 6:31 p.m.

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag
The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag

Roll Call: Kelsey Bayzick, Jeff Shimp, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag

Also Present: Solicitor Matt Ritter, Esquire; Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk, and
Dave Elwell, Code Enforcement/Zoning Officer

Absent: David Miller

REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING CANCELLED

The Redevelopment Authority Committee (RA), having no new business items for
consideration, determined that the September 11, 2025, RA Meeting is canceled until
October’s meeting.

Approval of Minutes:
Shimp made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 14, 2025, Regular
Meeting and Executive Session. Motion was seconded by Bayzick and approved 4-0.

Department and Committee Reports:
The Committee reviewed the Department Head Reports and held discussion
regarding the two incidents that occurred at the Senior Center on September 10, 2025.

Bayzick made a motion to approve the department reports. Motion was seconded
by Tedesco and approved 4-0.

Approval of Bills:
Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for August 2025 - $337,413.70

Additional Bills: Cumberland Engraving - $457.00 and Countywide Animal Care and
Control - $1,150.00

Tedesco made a motion to approve the bills list and the additional bills. Motion
was seconded by Shimp and approved 4-0.

Public Comments:

The Mayor opened the meeting to the public for comment.

There being no members of the public wishing to be heard, the public comment portion
was closed.

RESOLUTIONS:

#2025-104: RESOLUTION AWARDING THE BID FOR THE WOODLAWN
AVENUE RESURFACING PROJECT TO SOUTH STATE

Shimp made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-104. Motion was seconded by
Tedesco and approved 4-0.

#2025-105: RESOLUTION APPOINTING PAUL RITTER AS A MEMBER OF
THE HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-105. Motion was seconded by
Shimp and approved 4-0.
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#2025-106: RESOLUTION GRANTING PROACTIVE PERMISSION FOR THE
APPOINTMENT OF ROSA-MARIA BRAMBILA AS ACTING MUNICIPAL
CLERK TO FILL AN UNEXPIRED TERM AND APPROVING APPOINTMENT
TO A SUBSEQUENT TERM

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-106. Motion was seconded by
Shimp and approved 4-0.

#2025-107: RESOLUTION APPOINTING ROBERT HYSON AS PUBLIC
WORKS FOREMAN

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-107. Motion was seconded by
Tedesco and approved 4-0.

#2025-108: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 2026 PIG FOR FARMLAND
PRESERVATION

Shimp made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-108. Motion was seconded by
Bayzick and approved 4-0.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

o The Committee discussed Comcast and noted that the last permit had been submitted
through the County for approval. This represents the final step needed to connect the entire
Township, with approximately 100 homes remaining to be connected in the Northern
section of Hopewell.

e Hopewell Township Veteran of the Year for 2025 — It was reported that a letter had been
sent to the nominee and a response is awaited.

o Veterans Day Program and Annual Tree Lighting — The Mayor reported that she has been
in contact with Hopewell Crest Elementary School regarding the Veterans Day Program
and the annual Tree Lighting. The Committee is awaiting confirmation of dates and times
from the elementary school. The Greater Bridgeton Amish Farm Market is being
considered as a possible location.

o Smoke Certifications — The Code Enforcement/Zoning Officer reported on a new
regulation regarding smoke certifications, effective January 2025. If this regulation is
required, a certified Fire Marshall would be responsible for handling some certifications,
while the Code Enforcement/Zoning Officer would address inspections related only to open
Jjunction boxes, handrails, and mailbox lettering. The Committee agreed that additional
time and information are needed to review the regulation and its potential costs.

o The Code Enforcement/Zoning Officer stated that Certificates of Occupancy (CO) are
issued for rental properties;, however, the wording on the current forms is unclear and
needs to be revised.

o The Committee discussed pole barns and determined that the pole barns shall meet zoning
setback requirements, shall not be constructed in wetlands, and that any application
submitted without dimensions shall be deemed incomplete. In addition, pole barns shall
not be larger than the property owner’s residence unless the structure is intended for the
storage of farming equipment.

e Air BNBs — the Committee discussed short-term rental properties (Air BNBs) and noted
that certain Air BNBs remain non-complaint. It was further noted that a certificate of
liability insurance shall be provided with all short-term rental registrations. The
Committee agreed that failure to achieve compliance may result in the revocation of the
short-term rental registration.

o The Committee held discussion regarding fences and retaining walls.

o The Code Enforcement/Zoning Olfficer raised the topic of vacant property registrations.
The Committee determined that further review of this matter is required before taking
action.

[The Code Enforcement Officer left the meeting at 7:56 p.m.]

e Bostwick Lake Bridge — the Committee discussed the bridge at Bostwick Lake, which is
expected to be out of service for approximately six to eight months. It was also noted that
brush in the area needs to be addressed. The contract for the bridge work has been
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awarded to South State. The Acting Municipal Clerk was directed to schedule a meeting
with Upper Deerfield Township to discuss logistics while the bridge is under construction.

o The Committee noted that signature cards need to be updated.

o The Acting Municipal Clerk was directed to contact the County to obtain additional
information regarding the Cumberland County CoOp — Electric Supply Service.

e  The Committee notes that Salmon Ventures will need to be contacted regarding the landfill
Solar Array.

o Camera System — the Committee reviewed the quote and layout for the proposed camera
System.

o The Committee commended the Public Works Department for their efforts at the
Convenience Center, noting that residents appreciate and look forward to bringing their
trash and recyclables due to the professional and courteous service provided by Public
Works staff.

o The Personnel Committee will be working on updating the Personnel Manual (Employee
Handbook).

o Affordable Housing — the Committee noted that the last day to file a challenge was August
31, 2025. The Affordable Housing Subcommittee reported that a letter was received from
an advocacy group, which included several questions to Hopewell Township’s affordable
housing plan. The Subcommittee, together with the Affordable Housing Solicitor,
Surenian, Edwards, Buzak & Nolan, LLC, and the Land Use Planner, Clarke Caton Hintz,
is treating this as a challenge and will be working in revisions to update the plan.

e Convenience Center Brush Chipping — two quotes were received for brush chipping
services.

e [t was reported that South Jersey Regional Animal Shelter has been sold. The Committee
will review what surrounding municipalities are doing in this regard.

o The Committee noted that Cumberland County will cover the costs of the upcoming bond
referendum election. Per the County, this will result in 0% increase in the local tax service.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:

The Solicitor reported that the DMC Supplies Co. subdivision, scheduled for
January 2026, will receive a new block and lot number to clarify property lines for existing
leases. This will allow the Solicitor to prepare a revised lease agreement with one of the
local farmers farming in the Business Park. The Solicitor will contact DMC Supplies Co.
regarding the potential to record the deed prior to 2026.

The Solicitor advised for the Committee to authorize the Mayor to execute the
Dutchway Structures Agreement to commence construction by July 1, 2026.

RESOLUTION:

#2025-110: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE
DUTCHWAY STRUCTURES AGREEMENT

Shimp made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-110. Motion was seconded by
Tedesco and approved 4-0.

The Committee also discussed the recent sale and advertisement of property on
Osborn Lane.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

#2025-109: RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (Contracts
and Potential Litigation)

Shimp made a motion to go into Executive Session. The motion was second by
Bayzick and approved 4-0.

[Committee entered into executive session at 8:46 p.m. and exited executive session at 9:06 p.m.]

Page 3 of 4
09-11-2025 TC Minutes



GOOD OF THE ORDER:

The Committee discussed in Executive Session the two quotes received for brush
chipping at the Convenience Center. Following discussion, the Committee authorized an
amount not to exceed $12,000, contingent upon funds being available as confirmed by the
Treasurer.

#2025-111: RESOLUTION FOR THE CONVENIENCE CENTER BRUSH
CHIPPING AUTHORIZATION

Shimp made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-111 with an amount not to
exceed $12,000 and with the approval of funds by the Treasurer. Motion was seconded by
Tedesco and approved 4-0.

ADJOURN:

A motion was made by Bayzick; seconded by Shimp to adjourn. Motion carried 4-0.

End Time: 9:10 p.m.

Next Meeting Date: October 9, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk
cc: Committee and Counsel
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