
Hopewell Township Environmental Commission 
Hopewell Township Municipal Offices 
590 Shiloh Pike, Bridgeton, NJ 08302 

 
September Minutes 
September 3, 2025 

 
 
Sunshine Statement: In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, this meeting was duly 
advertised in the South Jersey Times on March 21, 2025, as well as the Daily Journal on March 
21, 2025. A notice was placed on the Municipal Office bulletin board on March 18, 2025. 
 
Regular Monthly Meeting: Hopewell Township Municipal Bldg., 590 Shiloh Pike 
Members: J. Lewis, J. Hankins, M. Carll, K. Strait, K. Roberts, B. McClain, Bert Doremus, Associate 
Member 
 
Members present at the monthly meeting: B McClain, J Hankins, M. Carll, and J. Lewis. The meeting was 
held in-person at the municipal office and called to order at 7:00 pm, followed by a reading of the Public 
Meeting Act Statement.  Also present was Paster Don from West Park Methodist Church. 
 
I.  Approval of Meeting Minutes 

Motion to approve the minutes as written was made by J. Lewis and B. McClain seconded the 
motion.  They were approved unanimously.  

II. Land Use Board Activity (K. Strait, liaison to LUB) 
No report 

III. Old Business 
 

• CAWA Coordination – M. Carll reported she attended the August meeting of CAWA and has 
become a member.  She will be our liaison and will keep us informed of necessary 
information. Currently CAWA is beginning a project to update the trails in Bridgeton City 
Park.  The bike group that uses the trails in the park will also be part of the project.  They 
would also like to work with Hopewell Township.  They are also  interested in coordinating a 
gathering with the Environmental Commissions in Cumberland County to share information 
and work together on future projects. 

 

• Pollinator Garden – J. Hankins reported the garden is doing well and will be ready for 
Hopewell Day butterfly release by the Rutgers Master Gardeners. 

 

• Newsletter – M. Carll reported the September HTEC Newsletter provides information about 
the Monarch Migration. Copies will be available in the township office, the   
West Cumberland Senior Center, on the township website and Facebook page. 
 

• Bluebird Trail – B. McClain reported monitoring is done for the year.  It was a very successful 
first year with 13 hatchings. It will start again in April 2026. 

 



• Hopewell Day General Materials -  B, McClain reported that the township will deliver our 
supplies on Saturday morning along with 2 chairs.  Sand has been ordered for the canopy.  
The event will be held rain or shine. M. Carll will bring plastic for covering the table in the 
event of rain, Paper bags will be stamped with our logo for brochures and milkweed seeds 
to be given away.  J. Lewis will bring rope to place around the pollinator garden to keep cars 
from parking too close and M. Carll will provide stakes.   

 

• Hopewell Day Schedule – Everyone will arrive at 9am for set up and then J. Hankins and J. 
Lewis will stay for the morning. B. McClain and M. Carll will stay for the afternoon.  Take 
down is 4:00pm. 

 

New Business 
 

• New Member vote – New member Paul Ritter was suggested as a member of our board.  He has 
expressed an interest to work with us.  J, Lewis made a motion to recommend him to the 
Township Committee as a member of HTEC.  B. McClain seconded the motion and a unanimous 
vote was taken.  B. McClain will send a note about the recommendation and contact  Mayor 
Robin Freitag about the recommendation to bring before the Township Committee. 

  

• Upcoming Project Ideas – We need to start thinking about projects for next year along with a 
budget for 2026. Two ideas expressed were making a QR Code for the Barrett Run Trail and 
information signs about the Bluebird Trail. We also need to explore education opportunities for 
our members. 
 
 
 

Miscellaneous Items 
 

• Members need to consider HTEC officers for next year. 
 
 
Public Comment 

• Pastor Don was interested in trail maintenance of the bike trails in the city park, as well as, our 
hiking trails.  He also wanted to know the possibility of future  trail races and who should be 
contacted. 

 
 
 
M. Carll made a motion to adjourn the meeting and J. Lewis seconded it. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm 
 
Next Regular meeting – October 1, 2025 
 
Submitted by Jane Hankins, Secretary  


