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MINUTES 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

August 14, 2025 
 

Start Time: 5:30 p.m. 

 

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag 

The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag 

 

Roll Call:  Kelsey Bayzick, David Miller, Jeff Shimp, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag 

Also Present:  Solicitor Matt Ritter, Esquire; Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk; Bruce 

Hankins, Elena Gable from Cumberland County Extension Center; and Matt Pisarski from 

Cumberland County Extension Center 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 

#2025-98:  RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (Personnel) 

 

Bayzick made a motion to go into Executive Session.  The motion was second by 

Miller and approved 5-0. 

  

[Committee entered into executive session at 5:35 p.m. and exited executive session at 6:23 p.m.] 

 

[Solicitor Matt Ritter, Elena Gable, Matt Pisarski, and Bruce Hankins arrived at the meeting at 

6:25 p.m.] 

 

 

 ENTER REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING: 

 [Committee entered into Redevelopment Authority meeting at 6:26 p.m.]  

 

 EXIT REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING: 

  A motion was made by Shimp; seconded by Tedesco to adjourn.  Motion 

carried 5-0. 

 

 [Redevelopment Authority adjourned the meeting at 6:31 p.m.] 

 

 

RE-ENTER TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING: 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

 Shimp made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 10, 2025, Regular Meeting.  

Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0. 

 

PRESENTATION: 

 

 Elena Gable and Matt Pisarski from Cumberland County Extension Center 

presented information to the Committee regarding the State’s new formula for valuing 

farmland preservation easements.  The new formula increases compensation for 

Brooks Farms and Halter Farm and reduces the local share. 

  

Department and Committee Reports: 

 The Committee reviewed and discussed the Department Head Reports and 

discussed the recent sinkhole reports.  It was noted that the Public Works Department is 

taking appropriate action to address the issue. 
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Approval of Bills: 

 

Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for July 2025 - $1,519,699.17 

 

Tedesco made a motion to approve to approve the bills.  Motion was seconded by 

Bayzick and approved 5-0. 
 

 

Public Comments: 

 

Bayzick made a motion to open to the public.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and 

approved 5-0.  

 

The public inquired about the sinkholes.  The Committee reported that five 

sinkholes were reported in July 2025 and that repairs, including cement filling, were 

completed by the Public Works Department. 

 

Being as there was no further public who wished to speak, a motion was made by 

Miller to close the public portion.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0. 
 

 

ORDINANCES FOR 1st READING: 
 

#2025-04:  ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF CERTAIN LANDS 

NOT NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE, PURSUANT TO THE HOPEWELL 

TOWNSHIP BUSINESS PARK REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 

  Bayzick made a motion to approve Ordinance 2025-04 on first reading. Motion 

was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 
 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

#2025-99:  RESOLUTION AURHORIZING A REFUND OF PROPERTY TAXES 

TO ISABEL GRANDISON, A TOTALLY DISABLED VETERAN, IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $1,655.23 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-99.  Motion was seconded by 

Miller and approved 5-0. 

 

#2025-100:  RESOLUTION REVISING THE ACQUISITION COST AND COST 

SHARING BREAKDOWN AND AUTHORIZING OTHER REVISIONS BASED 

ON THE STATEWIDE FARMLAND PRESERVATION FORMULA OF THE 

GRANTING HALTER FARM APPLICATION TO SELL DEVELOPMENT 

EASEMENT 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-100.  Motion was seconded 

by Shimp and approved 5-0. 

 

#2025-101:  RESOLUTION REVISING THE ACQUISITION COST AND COST 

SHARING BREAKDOWN AND AUTHORIZING OTHER REVISIONS BASED 

ON THE STATEWIDE FARMLAND PRESERVATION FORMULA OF THE 

GRANTING BROOKS FARM APPLICATION TO SELL DEVELOPMENT 

EASEMENT 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-101.  Motion was seconded 

Shimp and approved 5-0.  

 

#2025-102:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF SELF-

CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS (SCBA) FOR THE FIRE 

DEPARTMENT 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-102.  Motion was seconded 

by Bayzick and approved 5-0. 
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DISCUSSION ITEMS:  

 

• Comcast Update – The Committee discussed the delay in obtaining a permit for one utility 

pole in North Hopewell.  This pole will connect approximately 100 residents and activate 

service for the entire Township. 

• Air BNBs – The Committee discussed zoning enforcement actions related to occupancy and 

advertising violations.  Citations and follow-up letters are being prepared. 

• The Committee discussed the Veteran of the Year recognition.  The list of eligible veterans 

will be reviewed at the September 11th, 2025, Township Committee Meeting. 

• The Committee discussed Dutchway Structures’ request to extend its construction timeline 

due to delays.  Dutchway Structures plans to break ground in Fall 2025 and open in Spring 

2026.  Dutchway Structures is requesting an extension to complete construction by August 

2026. 

 

[Paul Forlenza from TRICO JIF arrived at the meeting at 7:11 p.m.] 

 

• The Committee discussed the legal notice related to PFAS Settlement. 

• Mayor Freitag met with Ronnie Town, the Atlantic City Electric liaison, during the Week 

of August 4th 2025, to discuss alternative solutions for the delayed utility pole permit. 

• The Committee noted that the Hopewell Day Committee held its last meeting on August 

14th, 2025.  All plans are set for Hopewell Day, which will take place on September 6th, 

2025, with no rain date.  Hopewell Crest School will also be participating. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 

 

Solicitor Ritter reported that ownership of the animal shelter, South Jersey 

Regional Animal Shelter, has changed. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 

#2025-103:  RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (Contracts 

and Potential Litigation) 

 

Bayzick made a motion to go into Executive Session.  The motion was second by 

Shimp and approved 5-0. 

  

[Committee entered into executive session at 7:16 p.m. and exited executive session at 8:42 p.m.] 

 

GOOD OF THE ORDER: 
 

 

MOTION: 

Motion to authorize the Personnel Committee to extend an offer to Amber 

Gonzalez and Poleth Garcia at the pay rate and terms discussed at Executive Session.  

Bayzick made a motion to approve the pay rate and offer job.  Motion was seconded by 

Shimp and approved 5-0. 

 

ADJOURN:  

 

A motion was made by Shimp; seconded by Miller to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

End Time:   8:43 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting Date: September 11, 2025 @ 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk 
cc: Committee and Counsel  


