Hopewell Township Environmental Commission
Hopewell Township Municipal Offices
590 Shiloh Pike, Bridgeton, NJ 08302

August Minutes
August 6, 2025

Sunshine Statement: In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, this meeting was duly
advertised in the South Jersey Times on March 21, 2025, as well as the Daily Journal on March
21, 2025. A notice was placed on the Municipal Office bulletin board on March 18, 2025.

Regular Monthly Meeting: Hopewell Township Municipal Bldg., 590 Shiloh Pike
Members: J. Lewis, J. Hankins, M. Carll, K. Strait, K. Roberts, B. McClain, Bert Doremus, Associate
Member

Members present at the monthly meeting: B McClain, J Hankins, M. Carll, J. Lewis, and K. Roberts. The
meeting was held in-person at the municipal office and called to order at 7:00 pm, followed by a reading
of the Public Meeting Act Statement. Also present was Jeff Shimp, Township Committeeman, and Ruth
Pierce

I. Approval of Meeting Minutes
Motion to approve the minutes as written was made by J. Lewis and M. Carll seconded the
motion. They were approved unanimously.

Il. Land Use Board Activity (K. Strait, liaison to LUB)
J. Shimp gave a report on the Hopewell Business Park located behind the Newfield Bank.
lll. Old Business
e Pollinator Garden —J. Hankins report the pollinator garden is doing well and new plants will
be added for the fall.

e Blue Bird Trail Monitoring results — B. McClain reported that it was a very successful first
year for the nesting boxes - Thirteen birds hatched and fledged. J. McClain will continue to
check the houses in the future. On Hopewell Day we will have a small display showing the
nesting box and will have a sign-up for anyone interested in helping next year to monitor the
nests.

o Newsletter — M. Carll reported that the August Newsletter topics included information
about Bluebirds and flooding situations. It has been posted to the Township website but
there are some issues posting to the Township Facebook page. J. Shimp will follow up with
the Township Office with this concern.

New Business



o Hopewell Day Planning — We have new materials for Hopewell Day including tent, sand bag
weights, table, racks for display, and two stands for posters. The materials are located at the
township office. Public works will deliver everything with two chairs to the site on Hopewell
Day.

e Hopewell Day registration was submitted by B. McClain.

e Materials needed for Hopewell Day — J. Lewis will make map of Piney Point Trail with the QR
Code for display, make new arrows for pollinator garden, purchase paper bags and put foam
board on display posters. J. Hankins will put foam board on display posters for Pollinator
Garden, provide a bluebird house, provide environmental brochures and make give-away flower
seeds packets, Marion will get a HTEC stamp for the paper bags. J. Shimp will put a metal sign
holder in our pile to be delivered on the day of the event. B. McClain has several large photos of
Hopewell Open spaces for display. Also needed - clips to hold posters and a plastic cover in
event of rain.

e Suggestion from township — Take polaroid photos on Hopewell Day of the children at the
butterfly release. After discussion it was decided not to take photos. Generally, all parents have
a phone to take photos themselves. We could provide a photo op bench or arbor where photos
could be taken.

e Hopewell Day Schedule — Everyone will come for set up and take down (9:15am and 4pm). A
schedule will be set up at the next meeting for the rest of the day.

Miscellaneous Items

e Review of CAWA discussion - M. Carll met with Maggie De Marco about CAWA and how to
improve public involvement in the organization by an alliance with other environmental
organizations such as the HTEC. Several suggestions were made, such as having a
representative from our group attend CAWA meetings or possibly holding an event together.
M. Carll volunteered to be our representative to attend their meetings to share information.

e June 12 Open Space Webinar — B. McClain attended the webinar. The focus of the webinar was
acquisition of real estate to try to connect habitats across New Jersey.

e ANIJEC Environmental Congress — M. Carll reported the ANJEC Environmental Congress will be
held October 10-20-25 in New Brunswick and the cost is $115. M. Carll is interested in
attending. A motion was made and seconded to approve the funds for her to attend. She will
contact Rosa at the township office with necessary information.

e Associate Member HTEC Burt Doremus will receive a letter from HTEC written by B. McClain
making it official as being named an associate member. He will receive the monthly HTEC
minutes, and any other correspondence deemed necessary.



Public Comment

Ruth Pierce from the city of Bridgeton discussed the Rutgers Stewardship Program sponsored by
CAWA. She is interested in starting an environmental commission or something similar in the
city of Bridgeton.

M. Carll made a motion to adjourn the meeting and J. Lewis seconded it.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm
Next Regular meeting — September 3, 2025

Submitted by Jane Hankins, Secretary



