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MINUTES 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

June 12, 2025 
 

Start Time: 6:30 p.m. 

 

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag 

The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag 

 

Roll Call:  Kelsey Bayzick, David Miller, Jeff Shimp, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag 

Also Present:  Solicitor Matt Ritter, Esquire; Solicitor Ted Ritter, Esquire; Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting 

Municipal Clerk; Gary VanMeter; and Chief Mayhew 

 

Proclamation: 

 Mayor Freitag presented a proclamation to Solicitor Ted Ritter in recognition of his receipt of 

the Daniel J. O’Hearn Award.  The award honors his integrity, confidence, high ethical standards, 

career accomplishments, and service to both the legal profession and the community.  The Committee 

also acknowledged Solicitor Ted Ritter’s more than 50 years of legal service to the Township, which 

began with his appointment to the Zoning Board in March 1976. 

 

 ENTER REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING: 

 The Township Engineer, Redevelopment Authority Solicitor, and DMC Supply Company were 

not present for the RA Meeting, so the Redevelopment Authority cancelled the discussion until July’s 

meeting. 

 

RE-ENTER TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING: 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 8, 2025, Regular Meeting.  Motion 

was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0. 

 

Department and Committee Reports: 

 The Committee reviewed and discussed the Department Head Reports.  As part of the 

discussion, the Committee reviewed the vacant property list submitted by the Zoning/Housing 

Department.  The Committee requested that additional details be included in the list, such as property 

maintenance issues and roof conditions.  Once the updated information is provided, the Committee will 

determine which properties to prioritize and consider addressing at least one property per year. 

 

[Chief Mayhew arrived at the meeting at 7:05 p.m.] 

 

Public Comments: 

 

 Bayzick made a motion to open to the public.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco and approved 5-0.

  

Being as there was no public who wished to speak, a motion was made by Tedesco to close the public 

portion.  Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0. 

 

ORDINANCES FOR 2nd READING: 

 

 #2025-02:  2025 SALARY ORDINANCE 

 Bayzick made a motion to open and close Ordinance 2025-02 as there were no members of 

the public wished to speak.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 

 Bayzick made a motion to table the 2025 Salary Ordinance 2025-02 until after the Committee 

has had the opportunity to discuss the roles and appropriate staffing of Township operations in 

Executive Session.  Motion was seconded by Miller and it was approved with a unanimous roll call 

vote 5-0. 
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RESOLUTIONS: 

 

#2025-66:  RESOLUTION TO AMEND ADOPTED BUDGET (CHAPTER 159) SPECIAL 

ITEMS OF REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION – CLEAN COMMUNITIES 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-66.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 5-0. 

 

#2025-67:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT TO BUGGY CONSTRUCTION, 

LLC FOR THE HOME REHABILITATION PROJECT ON 35 SMITH AVENUE 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-67.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and 

approved 5-0. 

 

#2025-68:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACT WITH FRALINGER 

ENGINEERING FOR 2025 NJDOT PROJECT – WOODLAWN AVENUE 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-68 with a correction to the original bill 

amount, reducing it from $16,750.00 to $15,500.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0. 

 

#2025-69:  RESOLUTION APPROVING THE RENEWAL OF THE LIQUOR LICENSE FOR 

BNM MANAGEMENT, LLC 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-69.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 5-0. 

 

#2025-70:  RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE HOUSING ELEMENT AND FAIR SHARE 

PLAN ADOPTED BY THE LAND USE BOARD 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-70.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and 

approved 5-0. 

 

#2025-71:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT TO BUGGY CONSTRUCTION, 

LLC FOR THE HOME REHABILITATION PROJECT ON 142 STAVE MILL ROAD 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-71.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 5-0. 

 

#2025-72:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT TO H.J. GRABER CONTRACTOR 

FOR THE HOME REHABILITATION PROJECT ON 846 GREENWICH ROAD 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-72.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and 

approved 5-0. 

 

 Bayzick made a motion that the following resolutions be tabled for discussion during 

Executive Session regarding Township roles and responsibilities.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco 

and approved 5-0. 

 

 #2025-73:  RESOLUTION APPOINTING LAND USE BOARD SECRETARY 

 #2025-74:  RESOLUTION APPOINTING PETTY CASH CUSTODIAN 

 #2025-75:  RESOLUTION APPOINTING JIF FUND COMMISIONER 

#2025-76:  RESOLUTION APPOINTING PUBLIC AGENCY COMPLIANCE  

       OFFICER 

 #2025-77:  RESOLUTION APPOINTING PURCHASING AGENT 

 #2025-78:  RESOLUTION APPOINTING MUNICIPAL HOUSING LIAISON 

 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS:  

 

• Review Audit Report for 2024 – the Committee reviewed and accepted the 2024 Audit Synopsis Report. 

• The Committee discussed the condition of the roof on the document storage facility. 

• Review of Emergency Operating Plan (EOP) – Gary VanMeter, the Township’s OEM, informed the 

Committee that the EOP is due for renewal in Fall 2025, as it is updated every two years.  Mr. 

VanMeter is currently working on the update but has a few questions regarding personnel titles due to 

recent staffing changes.  The Committee will provide Mr. VanMeter with the updated titles once they 

are officially approved and appointed. 
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• Comcast Update – The Committee provided an update on the Comcast broadband project.  Comcast 

confirmed there are permits in place to complete the project but none yet for final connections.  The 

Township Engineer contacted Atlantic City Electric (ACE), which responded that the required permit 

work will be completed by mid-July 2025.  The full project is expected to be finished by the end of 

August 2025. 

• Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBAs) – Chief Mayhew reported plans to purchase three new 

SCBAs.  Due to the cost, the Township is exploring purchasing options through State contract pricing. 

• Hopewell Day is scheduled for Saturday, September 6th, 2025 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 

 

No report given by Solicitor Ritter. 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

#2025-79:  RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (Contracts and 

Potential Litigation) 

 

Miller made a motion to go into Executive Session.  The motion was second by Tedesco and 

approved 5-0. 

  

[Committee entered into executive session at 7:28 p.m. and exited executive session at 9:54 p.m.] 

 

 

Approval of Bills: 

 

Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for May 2025 - $612,089.84 

 

A motion was made by Tedesco to approve the bills with the exception of PO 25-00407 for 

$616.00, PO 25-00408 for $1,500.00, and PO 25-00398 for $1,607.86.  The motion was seconded by 

Shimp and approved 5-0. 

 

 

ADJOURN:  

 

A motion was made by Bayzick; seconded by Shimp to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

End Time:   10:02 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting Date: July 10, 2025 @ 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk 
cc: Committee and Counsel  


