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month  @  7  PM.   The 
meetings  are  open  to  the 
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copies  available  in  the 
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Senior Center.
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A Publication of the Environmental Commission/Burt’s Byline  

Defending Native Species and Discouraging Invasive Species 
(The following  has been adapted from the ANJEC Report, Spring 2025.)

The problem of  invasive  species  in  our  forest,  along  roadsides  or  on  residential  and 
municipal property is that invasive plant species are non-native to the natural ecosystem; 
can  aggressively  outcompete  native  plants  for  resources  by  altering  soil  chemistry; 
dominate available space; destroy habitat and absorb sunlight by shading native species, 
and many lack natural predators.

So what’s the difference between native species and invasive species?
Native plant species are species that have existed historically in an area and are specially 
adapted to that particular ecosystem. They produce robust foliage and/or blooms once 
established and quickly attract critters like butterflies and insects as well as birds.  They 
survive in both dry and rainy weather without suffering. Non-native plants are species 
that have not existed historically in one area but have been introduced due to human 
activities.  Invasive  plants  are  those  that  were  either  intentionally  or  accidentally 
translocated to an area where they did not exist naturally, and where they cause harm to 
native plants and the local ecosystem. Invasive species aggressively compete with native 
species and are often the victor of the battle. They spread and prevent other plants from 
growing. In some cases, one invasive species can outcompete many native species, thus 
reducing biodiversity.

Native Plants Garden
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Key benefits of incorporating native plants into 
your garden: 

Support  Local  Wildlife:  Native  plants  provide  essential  food 
and habitat for local wildlife.

Low Maintenance:  These  plant  require  less  water  and  fewer 
resources, making them easier to care for and more sustainable 
in the long run.

Soil Health: Native plants help improve soil quality and prevent 

erosion.

Reasons why invasive species can be problematic: 

Rapid Growth: Invasive species can grow quickly and spread 
aggressively,  choking  out  native  plants  altering  the  natural 
balance of the ecosystem.

Altered Habitats:  They change the structure and function of 
local ecosystems, making it difficult for native species to thrive 
and  potentially  leading  to  the  extinction  of  local  flora  and 
fauna. Climate change is predicted to make invasive plants even 
more a problem as many can tolerate shorter, milder winers and 
longer summers.

Economic Impact: Invasive species can lead to increased costs 
for land management and restoration efforts, as communities 
must  invest  in  controlling  their  spread  and  restoring  native 
habitats.

Choose the Right Plants for Your Backyard 

Making informed choices about the plants in your garden can 
help you create a healthy ecosystem. Here are some tips for 
selecting the right plants:

Research Native Species: Look for native plants that thrive in 
your region. Local extension services or native plant societies 
can  provide  valuable  resources  and  guidance  on  suitable 
species.

Avoid  Invasive  Species:  Familiarize  yourself  with  common 
invasive plants in your area and avoid planting them to protect 
local ecosystems and promote biodiversity.

Consider  Plant  Diversity:  A diverse  garden with a  variety  of 
native plants can better support local wildlife, resist pests, and 
create a more resilient ecosystem.

In conclusion - Choosing native plants over invasive species is a 
vital  step  in  promoting  a  healthy  backyard  ecosystem.  By 
understanding the benefits of native plants and the challenges 
posed by invasive plants,  you can make choices that support 
biodiversity  and  enhance  the  beauty  of  your  garden.  Start 
towards a more sustainable backyard today by exploring local 
native  plant  options  and  creating  a  vibrant,  thriving 
environment  .If  you  need  help  in  identifying  and  removing 
invasive plants, the NJ Invasive Species Strike Team is the go-
to resource for information, events and educational workshops. 
https://tinyurl.com/32jtebe4. 

Mt.  Cuba  Center  in  Delaware  frequently  offers  classes  on 
gardens, pollinators, and how to establish your own native plant 
communities www.mtcubacenter.org. Your local Rutgers Master 
Gardeners can provide tips and answer your questions @https://
njaes.rutgrs.edu/master-gardeners/Currently

The NJ State Legislature is considering a new law to prohibit 
the sale, distribution, import, export or propagation of invasive 
plant species and some towns and municipalities have passed 
ordinances to address the issue. Other communities are taking 
steps to encourage natives, weed out invasives and educate the 
public. 

By installing pollinator gardens in public spaces, communities 
like Hopewell  (which has created a pollinator garden behind 
the  senior  center),  offer  residents  the  opportunity  to  learn 
about and see the native plants at work. Other resources like 
providing free seeds to residents or having trail  maintenance 
volunteers to remove invasive plants are working throughout 
the state. Educating the public and working with public works 
staff  for  ongoing  management  and  maintenance  of  habitat 
enhancement is  one of  the  goals  of  the  Hopewell  Township 
Environmental Commission. [For examples of invasive species 
ordinances go to ANJEC website-anjec.org/sample-municipal-
ordiances/.]
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