MINUTES
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
May 8, 2025

Start Time: 6:33 p.m.

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag
The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag

Roll Call: Kelsey Bayzick, David Miller, Jeff, Shimp, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag
Also Present: Steve Nardelli, Township Engineer; John Hitchner, Administrator; Solicitor Matt Ritter via

GoToMeeting, Esquire; Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk; Bruce Hankins; Michele Mooney
and Dan Cheeseman joined via teleconference.

ENTER REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING:
[Committee entered into Redevelopment Authority meeting at 6:35 p.m.]

[Steve Nardelli departed the RA meeting at 6:42 p.m. Michele Mooney and Dan Cheeseman,
(via teleconference) exited the call at 6:42 p.m.]

EXIT REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING:
A motion was made by Miller, seconded by Shimp to adjourn. Motion carried 5-0.

[Redevelopment Authority adjourned the meeting at 6:43 p.m.]

RE-ENTER TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING:

Approval of Minutes:

Bayzick made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 24, 2025, Regular Meeting and Executive
Session. Motion was seconded by Tedesco and approved 4-0-1; Miller abstained.

Department and Committee Reports:
The Committee reviewed and discussed the Department Head Reports. The Committee

noted that the Senior Center is hosting more activities and will expand its hours to include limited
operations on Mondays. The Committee also commented on the success of the recent Pinochle
Tournament, which included participation from Upper Deerfield. There was discussion regarding
the brush chipping. The Committee will follow up with the Public Works Foreman to ensure the
matter is addressed. Additionally, the Township Administrator will follow up with C&H Disposal
regarding the hauling of concrete recycling at the Convenience Center. The new Tax Assessor
began employment on May 6, 2025. Lastly, the Township Administrator is implementing upgrades
to the phone lines and alarm system at the Senior Center. These changes are expected to result in
an approximate savings of $200 per month.

Approval of Bills:

Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for April 2025 - $1,770,799.08
Shimp made a motion to approve the bills. Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0.

Public Comments:

Bayzick made a motion to open to the public. Motion was seconded by Tedesco and approved 5-0.

Being as there was no public who wished to speak, a motion was made by Shimp to close the public
portion. Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0.
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ORDINANCES FOR 15T READING:

#2025-02: 2025 SALARY ORDINANCE
Tedesco made a motion to approve Ordinance 2025-02 on first reading. Motion was
seconded by Bayzick and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote.

RESOLUTIONS:

#2025-63: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FINAL PAYMENT TO SOUTH STATE FOR
SEWALL ROAD RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT

Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-63. Motion was seconded by Bayzick
and approved 5-0.

#2025-64: RESOLUTION APPOINTING DAVE ELWELL AS ZONING OFFICER,
HOUSING OFFICER, CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFCIER, AND PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE OFFICER

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-59. Motion was seconded by Miller
and approved 5-0.

#2025-65: RESOLUTION APPOINTING ALEXANDRA FASY AS TOWNSHIP TAX
ASSESSOR

Shimp made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-60. Motion was seconded by Miller and
approved 5-0.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

e Comcast Update — The Committee reported that work on the Southern-end of Hopewell has been
completed, and several residences are now connected to Comcast internet service. Comcast will
provide the Municipal Building with copies of their marketing materials outlining the current stage
of service rollout.

e Regarding the ongoing neighbor disputes at Mary Elmer and Lakeside Drive, the New Jersey State
Police (NJSP) have met with all involved residents. The NJSP Rideshare unit, accompanied by
specialist in community engagement have conducted outreach and met with all parties. All residents
living on Mary Elmer and Lakeside Drive have been advised to contact the NJSP directly regarding
this particular neighbor dispute. Additionally, the NJSP will begin attending Township Committee
meetings more frequent.

o The New Jersey State Police (NJSP) responded to an incident at the Green Olive Restaurant over
the weekend of May 2, 2025. Two families were involved and required removal from the premises.

e Regarding the recent motor vehicle accident near the Hopewell Crest Elementary School, the New
Jersey State Police (NJSP) reported that, due to the individuals involved being minors, limited
information could be provided.

o The Committee stated that the plans for the construction of the walking track near the Hopewell
Crest Elementary School are progressing.

o Hopewell Day — The first planning meeting for Hopewell Day is scheduled for Thursday, May 15,
2025. The event itself'is scheduled for Saturday, September 6, 2025, and there will be no rain date.

e Affordable Housing — The Committee provided an update on affordable housing efforts. The
Affordable Housing Sub-committee held its fourth meeting with the Township Land Use Planner,
Clarke Caton Hintz, and the draft plan — required by June 30" — was completed on May 7, 2025.
Clarke Caton Hintz had no objections to the comments submitted by the Township’s Affordable
Housing Solicitor, Jeffrey Surenian. A hearing with the Planning Board is scheduled for May 21,
2025, with the goal of adopting the resolution from the Township Committee by June 2025. If the
plan is not challenged by the State, it is expected to be finalized by August 2025. The plan also
includes long-term goals and planning strategies for the Township.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:

Solicitor Ritter reported that the farmland leases will need to be revised. Solicitor Ritter is
currently working the Township Administrator on this matter due to the two development sites planned for
the Business Park.
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ADJOURN:

A motion was made by Bayzick, seconded by Miller to adjourn. Motion carried 5-0.

End Time: 7:31 p.m.

Next Meeting Date: June 12, 2025 @ 6:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk
cc: Township Administrator, Committee and Counsel
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