MINUTES
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
April 24, 2025

Start Time: 6:30 p.m.

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag
The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag

Roll Call: Kelsey Bayzick, Jeff, Shimp, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag

Absent: David Miller

Also Present: Mike Garcia, Township Auditor; John Hitchner, Administrator; Solicitor Deana Walsh,
Esquire; Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk

REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING CANCELLED
The Township Engineer and DMC Supply Company were not present for the RA Meeting, so the
Township Committee cancelled the discussion until May s meeting.

Approval of Minutes:
Bayzick made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 27, 2025 Regular Meeting. Motion
was seconded by Shimp and approved 4-0.

Department and Committee Reports:

The Committee discussed C&H'’s responsibility for hauling the concrete cans at the Convenience
Center and Committeeman Shimp will follow up with C&H to confirm when the hauling will begin. The
Township Administrator reported that the Fiscal Year 2024 Audit has been completed with no findings.
The Ford-Scott Auditors will provide a letter outlining areas for improvement once it is finalized. The
Committee reviewed department reports.

RESOLUTUION:

#2025-53: INTRODUCTION AND ADOPTION OF 2025 BUDGET

Bayzick made a motion to open and close Resolution 2025-53 as there were no members of the
public wished to speak. Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 4-0 with a roll call vote.

Motion to approve Resolution 2025-53 was made by Bayzick. Motion was seconded by Shimp and
it was approved with a unanimous roll call vote 4-0.

Approval of Bills:

Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for partial March 2025 - $738,505.02
Bayzick made a motion to approve the bills. Motion was seconded by Tedesco and approved 4-0.

Public Comments:

Bayzick made a motion to open to the public. Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 4-0.

Being as there was no public who wished to speak, a motion was made by Bayzick to close the
public portion. Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 4-0.

RESOLUTIONS:

#2025-54: RESOLUTION READOPTING THE 2005 MUNICIPAL STORMWATER

MAINTENANCE PLAN FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL

Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-54. Motion was seconded by Shimp and
approved 4-0.
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#2025-59: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZNG CHANGE ORDER SEWALL ROAD

RECONSTRUCTION

The Committee discussed the Sewall Road Reconstruction Project. The Township Engineer
informed the Committee that the project costs will exceed the 20% increase in the contract. This increase
is due to the expansion of the project by approximately 580 feet, allowing the new pavement to extend to
the intersection with Kinkle Road. This extension was made to replace a section of poor pavement between
the school area and Beebe Run Road. As a result, the cost has increased from $142,045.87 to $181,661.75
(an increase of 27.89%).

Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-59. Motion was seconded by Shimp and
approved 4-0.

#2025-60: CHAPTER 159 RESOLUTION INSERTING RECYCLING TONNAGE

GRANT FUNDS INTO THE BUDGET

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-60. Motion was seconded by Tedesco and
approved 4-0.

#2025-#2025-61: SELF-EXAMINATION OF BUDGET RESOLUTION
Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-61. Motion was seconded by Tedesco and
approved 4-0.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

e Mayor Freitag, Committeeman Tedesco, and Tony Stanzione from Cumberland Development
Corporation visited a few local businesses located in Hopewell Township as a courtesy to
introduce themselves and offer support for any questions or concerns. They plan to continue these
outreach visits to local businesses every other month.

e The Committee emphasized the importance of the New Jersey State Police (NJSP) regularly
attending Township Committee meetings to support communication and stay informed about
Township matters. If the NJSP is unable to attend regularly, the Sheriff has agreed to attend the
Township Committee meetings instead.

e Comcast Update — The Committee contacted the liaison for updates. Eighty-four properties are
ready for service, and representatives from Comcast are currently conducting door-to-door
outreach. Residents in the lower section of Hopewell Township are now ready to be connected to
internet service.

e JIF Safety Fund — The Committee discussed how to use the $2,750 safety fund. The Committee
will coordinate with Public Works and the Fire Department to identify any safety concerns that
need to be addressed before processing the safety voucher.

e Committeeman Tedesco provided an update on Affordable Housing, noting that he has an
upcoming call with the Township’s Land Use Planner, Brian Slaugh from Clarke Caton Hintz, as
the Affordable Housing Subcommittee must have a plan ready to present to the Planning Board by
May 31, 2025. The plan must account for a total of 180 affordable housing units to be built over
the next 10 years. The Committee also discussed that if potential developers express interest in
building on available land, the Township may need to consider zoning adjustments, revising
assessment fees, and establishing a fees ordinance.

o The Committee discussed DMC Supply Company’s concept plan and will have the Township
Engineer review it. Final approval from the Township Engineer is required. DMC Supply
Company and their attorney will be invited to attend the May 8, 2025, meeting, along with the
Township Engineer and the Township Redevelopment Attorney.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:

Solicitor Walsh gave an update on the foreclosure properties and stated that the Ritter Law firm
is still working to locate family members related to the foreclosure properties.

Solicitor Walsh provided an update on the $2,000 Vacant Foreclosure Fee, stating that the
Township can only collect the $2,000 fee when a summons and complaint are filed in a foreclosure
action and the property is confirmed to be vacant or abandoned.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION:

#2025-62: RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (Personnel,
Contracts and Potential Litigation)

Bayzick made a motion to go into Executive Session. The motion was second by Tedesco and
approved 4-0.

[Committee entered into executive session at 7:25 p.m. and exited executive session at 8:35 p.m.]

GOOD OF THE ORDER:

MOTION:

Motion to authorize the Personnel Committee to extend an offer to Alexandra Fasy at the pay
rate and terms discussed at Executive Session. Bayzick made a motion to approve the pay rate and offer
job. Motion was seconded by Tedesco and approved 4-0.

ADJOURN:
A motion was made by Shimp; seconded by Tedesco to adjourn. Motion carried 4-0.

End Time: 8:37 p.m.

Next Meeting Date: May 8, 2025 @ 6:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk
cc: Township Administrator, Committee and Counsel
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