Hopewell Township Environmental Commission
Hopewell Township Municipal Offices
590 Shiloh Pike, Bridgeton, NJ 08302

April Minutes
April 2, 2025

Sunshine Statement: In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, this meeting was duly
advertised in the South Jersey Times on March 21, 2025, as well as the Daily Journal on March
21, 2025. A notice was placed on the Municipal Office bulletin board on March 18, 2025.

Regular Monthly Meeting: Hopewell Township Municipal Bldg., 590 Shiloh Pike
Members: J. Lewis, J. Hankins, M. Carll, K. Strait, K. Roberts, B. McClain

Members present for the monthly meeting: B McClain, J Hankins, K. Roberts, K. Strait and J. Lewis. The
Meeting was held in-person at the municipal office and called to order at 7:00 pm, followed by a reading
of the Public Meeting Act Statement. Also present was Township Committeeman, Jeff Shimp.

I. Approval of Meeting Minutes

Several corrections were made to the minutes. K. Strait made a motion to approve the meeting
minutes with corrections from March 5, 2025. J. Lewis seconded the motion and they were
approved unanimously.

Il. Land Use Board Activity (K. Strait, liaison to LUB)

K. Strait reported there was no meeting in March.

11l. Old Business

Barrett’s Run grasslands maintenance — J. Lewis reported the trees have been removed, will be
chipped, with chips spread in a thin layer on the grasslands area. Currently the cut trees are
neatly piled along the woods. The grasslands area will be monitored through this summer
season to determine what is growing for future maintenance of the area. The American Littoral
Society will be contacted in the future for possible help determining future plantings.

Blue Bird Habitat NJ Bluebird Society — B. McClain, J. Hankins and K. Roberts met with Trudy
Pomerantz and Allan Jackson on March 21, 2025, to evaluate the Barrett Run Grasslands site for
a Bluebird Trail. They thought the site would be a good place for bluebirds, so they set up one
house and made plans to come back to set up four more houses with the understanding that the
houses must be monitored on a regular basis and the information reported back to society. J.
McClain has volunteered to take charge of monitoring and J. Hankins will assist. It was
recommended to remove the old bird house boxes. Bat houses can remain.

QR Code — B. McClain reported she contacted George Joyce, the township web master, and he
will be able to put the Piney Point Trail brochure on the website and is also able to generate the
QR Code. J. Lewis met with Print Signs and Designs to make a sign that can be posted on the site
with the QR Code. They can create the QR Code sign for placement on a post. After discussion
it was decided that J. Lewis will meet again with PS&D and obtain an estimate for the sign and B.
McClain will contact George Royce to place the Piney Point brochure on the website.



e Pollinator Garden —J. Hankins reported that the Pollinator Garden located behind the West
Cumberland Senior Center has been cleaned up and flowers will be planted by the local Girl
Scouts in May.

e Member Issues —J. Hankins contacted a potential member about joining the Environmental
Commission but has not yet received an answer.

New Business

e ANIJEC Grants —due May 12, 2015 — We applied in the past but did not receive the grant.
Usually, the grant is $1500. The Township has a grant writer available for help if we are
interested. This could be something we could pursue in the future.

e Hopewell School Project — K. Roberts reported the school has an active Purple Martin House.

Miscellaneous Items
e We will send the Hopewell Township Maintenance Crew a Thank you for their support in our
Barrett Run Grasslands Project by mowing and removing the trees as we requested.
e Some discussion of the small building at the Barrett’s Run Grasslands for use as an informal
nature center.
e Discussion concerning the critical comments made by the public on social media concerning the
mowing of the Barrett’s Run Grasslands.
e The trees that have been cut down in the Grasslands area will be chipped and spread thinly over
the area. J. Lewis will monitor the progress.
No Public comment.
J. Lewis made a motion to adjourn the meeting and B. McClain seconded it.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:23 pm

Next Regular meeting — May 7, 2025

Submitted by Jane Hankins, Secretary



