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Arbor Day - April 25, 2025 

This year in celebration of Arbor Day we share some facts about trees in coordination 
with the Arbor Day Foundation. National Arbor Day is a perfect time to understand 
some of  the benefits  that  come from 
trees.  The origins  of  Arbor  Day date 
back to the early 1870s in Nebraska. A 
journalist  by  the  name  of   Julius 
Sterling  Morton  moved  to  Nebraska 
with his wife, Caroline, in 1854, a little 
more  than  10  years  before  Nebraska 
gained  its  statehood  in  1867.  The 
coup le  purcha sed  160  acres  in 
Nebraska City and planted a wide variety of trees and shrubs in what was primarily a 
flat  stretch of  desolate  plain.  Morton spread his  knowledge of  trees  to  stress  their 
ecological  importance to Nebraska through his  journalism.  His  message of  tree life 
resonated with his readers, many of whom recognized the lack of forestation in their 
community.  On  January  7,  1872,  Morton  proposed  a  day  that  would  encourage  all 
Nebraskans to plant trees in their community. Morton convinced everyone that the day 
should reflect the appreciation of all trees, and “Arbor Day” was born.

The value of trees ~
From backyards  to  tropical  rain  forests,  trees  around  the  world  are  hard  at  work 
providing  the  necessities  of  life.  Trees  clean  our  air  and  water,  provide  habitat  for 
wildlife,  connect  communities,  and  support  our  health  and  well-being.  As  almost  a 
quarter of the U.S. population will live in cities by 2050, trees in cities and towns are 
vital  to help ensure communities thrive.  While Hopewell  is  not a city and more an 
agricultural area, trees play a critical role in supporting us. Deforestation, development, 
and extreme weather intensified by climate change have made replanting our forests 
more urgent than ever before.  Deadly heatwaves,  reduced air quality,  flooding, poor 
health  —  when  communities  lack  trees  and  green  spaces,  we’re  all  affected. Trees 
nurture biodiversity. Our global forests are overflowing with life - 80% of all life on land 
call forests home. With global deforestation only accelerating, planting trees helps pull 
carbon from the atmosphere and reduces global temperatures to slow climate change.
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Ways to celebrate Arbor Day ~
Plant a tree at home - a great time to add a new tree to your yard

Attend a tree planting event or holiday celebration near you - there are hundreds of events each year

Clean up a park - get a group of friends, neighbors, family - grab some gloves and bags and pick up litter

Give to a tree planting organization if you are able

Share the day with others, snap a photo and share it on social media with #ArborDay.  Every time this 
hashtag is used, a tree will be planted in a forest in need

Go for a walk with nature , walk the Piney Point Trail and identify the trees on your walk or walk through 
the Barrett’s Run trail and look for the old tree nursery remnants

Read a book about trees - i.e. Shel Silverstein’s “The Giving Tree” or find a use a tree guide from the 
library

Make a tree-themed craft; check out Pinterest for ideas for all ages

Learn more about the benefits of trees and how to care for trees

Check out arborday.org/treecare

Finally, Honoring Loss with Trees  - Putting down roots for a lasting memorial ~

Trees have a way of putting life into perspective, standing as a symbol of stability.  In the past few years people 
have planted 14.7 million trees through Trees in Memory, an Arbor Day Foundation program that enables 
individuals to have trees planted in a forest as a tribute to loved ones. The foundation also works with 
partners to hold memorial plantings in communities struggling with loss. See how you can honor loved ones 
at arborday.org/memory.

Tree Crafts for Kids 

by  How Stuff Works @ 

lifestyle.howstuffworks.com 

Connect kids with nature by 

getting up close and personal 

with trees!
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