MINUTES
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

March 27, 2025
Start Time: 6:30 p.m.

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag
The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag

Roll Call: Kelsey Bayzick, David Miller, Jeff, Shimp, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag
Also Present: Mike Garcia, Township Auditor; John Hitchner, Administrator; Solicitor Matt Ritter,
Esquire; Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk

REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING CANCELLED
The Township Engineer and DMC Supply Company were not present for the RA Meeting, so the
Township Committee cancelled the discussion until April’s meeting.

Budget Review:

The auditor reviewed the 2025 budget with the Committee and highlighted several factors
contributing to the budget increase to $72,000. These factors include a decrease in State Aid, increases
in salaries and wages, and costs for consultant services. The auditor also noted a tax levy increase of
$67,000, which corresponds to $0.02 per $100,000 in home assessment.

RESOLUTUION:

#2025-53: RESOLUTION INTRODUCING THE 2025 BUDGET

Miller made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-53. Motion was seconded by Bayzick and
approved 5-0 with a roll call vote.

Approval of Minutes:
Bayzick made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 13, 2025, Regular Meeting. Motion
was seconded by Tedesco and approved 5-0.

Approval of Bills and Additional Bills:

Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for partial March 2025 - $328,968.22
Additional Bill: Levick’s Custom Fabrication & Welding = $1,350.00

Miller made a motion to approve the bills and the additional bill from Levick’s Custom
Fabrication & Welding. Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0.

Public Comments:

Bayzick made a motion to open to the public. Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0.

Being as there was no public who wished to speak, a motion was made by Bayzick to close the
public portion. Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0.

RESOLUTIONS:

#2025-55: RESOLUTION EXTENDED THE 2025 BUDGET INTRODUCTION &

ADOPTION DATES

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-55. Motion was seconded by Miller and
approved 5-0.

#2025-56: RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING CIVIL RIGHTS PRACTICES

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-56. Motion was seconded by Miller and
approved 5-0.

#2025-57: RESOLUTION TO EXTEND TEMPORARY BUDGET
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Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-57. Motion was seconded by Shimp and
approved 5-0.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

e Comcast Update — The Mayor sent two letters to the President of Atlantic City Electric (ACE)
regarding the delays in the completion of this project due to issues with a few pole permits. The
ACE President acknowledged receipt of the letters and responded to the most recent one, stating
that a reply with next steps would be provided soon. Additionally, thirteen properties have been
connected and six property owners have already signed up with Comcast.

e The Committee discussed the Sewall Road Reconstruction Project.

e Youth Week — The Mayor and the Township Administrator met with eight Hopewell Crest School
students to discuss their thoughts on what they would like to see in Hopewell Township, as well as
what they currently enjoy about the Township. This meeting is part of the preparation for Youth
Week and the upcoming visit to the Municipal Building on April 3, 2025. Youth Week is scheduled
for April 10, 2025, at 6:30PM and the students will present their finalized thoughts at that time.

e The bids for Pineview Terrace were conducted on March 25, 2025, at 10 a.m. at the Municipal
Building. South State Inc. was the lowest bidder.

RESOLUTION:

#2025-58: RESOLUTION AWARDING THE BID FOR THE PINEVIEW TERRACE
RESURFACING PROJECT TO SOUTH STATE INC

Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-58, contingent upon the Township’s Solicitor
reviewing the contract. Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0.

DISCUSSION ITEMS CONTINUED:

e The Tax Assessor classified advertisements have been posted. The County Tax Assessor is
assisting the Township with the recruitment for this position. Her recommendation is to do future
shared service contracts with Greenwich with the job title instead of the individual’s name.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:

Solicitor Ritter provided an update on the Dutchway Structures land sale.

Solicitor Ritter gave an update on the foreclosure properties. Two properties have redeemed
their foreclosures, and the Sheriff returned three foreclosure notices as they were unable to serve these
properties. Regarding the one family that Solicitor Ritter’s office is trying to contact, efforts to reach
them are still ongoing.

Solicitor Ritter informed the Committee that he will be on a leave of absence in mid-April, and
Solicitor Ted Ritter will be filling in during his absence.

ADJOURN:
A motion was made by Bayzick; seconded by Shimp to adjourn. Motion carried 5-0.
End Time: 7:23 p.m.

Next Meeting Date: April 10, 2025 @ 6:30 p.m. (Youth Week)

Respectfully submitted,

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk
cc: Township Administrator, Committee and Counsel
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