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Open Space, Succession and Maintenance 
What is Open Space?  
The term open space refers to land that is not intensively developed for residential, 
commercial, industrial, or institutional use. Open space serves many purposes, 
whether publicly or privately owned, and can include parks, recreational sites, 
scenery, trails, forests and woodlands, wetland and stream corridors, rare or important 
habitats, farms, and historic properties.

Open space conservation refers to the preservation or conservation of a land or water 
area for the sake of recreational, ecological, environmental, aesthetic, or agricultural 
interests. The purpose of an open space reserve may include the preservation or 
conservation of a community or region's rural natural or historic character. Locally 
based, long-term open space conservation plans help communities protect their 
environment, improve quality of life, and preserve critical elements of the local 
heritage, culture, and economy.(wikipedia.org+1)

What is Succession?
Succession in biology is the order in which species appear in an ecosystem over time. 
The first species in an environment passes on the changes it has made to the second 
species. The second species changes the environment a little more, maybe creating 
more ground cover or changing the soil, and then passes that on to the third species 
to inhabit the area, and so on. Pioneer species are the first species to arrive on the 
scene. They're usually small plant-like species, like lichen or moss. After the pioneer 
species are established, larger plants can inhabit the area, like grasses, then shrubs. 
Finally, trees start to grow and the forest ecosystem reaches a stable place again.

Succession happens when an environment has been cleared of life, either through a 
minor disturbance, like a fire, or through something major, like a volcanic eruption. 
The species that colonize a new area of land do so in a specific order. 

The design of the disturbance, and the selection of species and proportions of 
colonizers, is based upon the type of community structure that is wanted. Often a 
stable, persisting community is the goal. How long a community persists can be 
controlled by planned removal, which deliberately interrupts a successional sequence. 
The removal process can, in itself, be considered a type of disturbance, and can be 
used to regulate subsequent successional sequences and rates of replacement. In 
some instances a regenerating community is the goal, and management efforts can 
be adjusted to prevent successional sequences from occurring.
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Why, then, do we manage succession in open spaces?
Environmental succession management involves understanding the processes of succession and maturation in 
communities. Open space management involves planning, zoning, acquiring land, and maintaining open spaces. 
Conservation Actions are Classified as: Land/Water Protection, Site/AreaProtection, Resource & Habitat Protection, 
Land/Water Management, Site/Area Management, Invasive/Problematic Species Control, Habitat & Natural 
Process Restoration. The goal at Hopewell’s Open Space Conservation area is to protect and enhance natural 
areas while providing opportunities for recreation. Best management practices in our case promotes native species, 
living shorelines, and on-site stormwater infiltration; restores connectivity between natural areas; uses integrated 
pest management to control insects and diseases and promotes nutrient recycling.

The HTEC has developed a plan to preserve and protect our 
open space conservation area which will require on-going 
maintenance to protect all of the above.  So if you see trees 
being removed, or grasses being mowed do not be alarmed.  
The township is working with the environmental commission 
and thePublic Works Department to carry out the 
management of this area. If properly managed this area will 
remain intact as a recreational site with scenery, trails, forests 
and woodlands, wetland and stream corridors, or important 
habitats for native plants and animals.
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