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MINUTES 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

March 13, 2025 
Start Time: 6:30 p.m. 

 

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag 

The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag 

 

Roll Call:  Kelsey Bayzick, David Miller, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag 

Also Present:  John Hitchner, Administrator; Solicitor Matt Ritter, Esquire; Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting 

Municipal Clerk 

 

[Committeeman Shimp was not present for roll call.] 

 

Presentation: 

 Joe Henry from Hardenbergh Insurance Group presented the Heat Stress Prevention Program to 

the Committee and informed them of the available resources to train the municipal employees on this topic 

along with other employee safety topics. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 13, 2025, Regular Meeting and 

Executive Session.  Motion was seconded by Miller and passed 4-0. 

 

[Committeeman Shimp arrived at the meeting at 6:46 p.m.] 

 

Department and Committee Reports: 

 The Committee inquired about the retired firefighter, the NJSP involvement and seizure process 

of the animals, the landlord registration letters, and the grant application for the purchase of a fire truck. 

  

 Miller made a motion to approve the Department Head reports as submitted.  Motion was 

seconded by Bayzick and approved 5-0. 
 

Approval of Bills and Additional Bills: 
 

Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for February 2025 - $805,530.45 

Additional Bills: Salmon Ventures = $750.00 

Bayzick made a motion to approve the bills and the additional bill from Salmon Ventures.  

Motion was seconded by Tedesco and approved 4-0-1; Shimp abstained. 
 

Public Comments: 
 

The Mayor noted for the record that no members of the public were present.  Requested the Clerk 

to note as such in the minutes.  
 

ORDINANCES FOR 2nd READING: 
 

#2025-01:  ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION 

LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)  

 Tedesco made a motion to open and close Ordinance 2025-01 as there were no members of the 

public wished to speak.  Motion was seconded by Bayzick and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 

 Motion to approve Ordinance 2025-01 was made by Bayzick.  Motion was seconded by Miller 

and it was approved with a unanimous roll call vote 5-0. 
 

RESOLUTIONS: 
 

#2025-48:  RESOLUTION CANCELLING AGREEMENT FOR SERVICES WITH 

SALMON VENTURES 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-48.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco and 

approved 5-0. 
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#2025-49:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE REBUILDING AND INSTALLTION 

FOR A 25 HP PUMP AT THE ROADSTOWN ROAD PUMP STATION 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-49.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and 

approved 5-0. 

 

#2025-50:  RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE PRELIMINARY STUDY 

INVESTIGATION FOR BLOCK 52 LOT 22 

 Shimp made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-50.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco and 

approved 5-0. 

 

#2025-51:  RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER 2024 APPROPRIATION RESERVES 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-51.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 5-0. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS:  
 

• Rabies Clinic – the Committee discussed the Rabies Clinic that is scheduled for March 15, 2025, 

from 1pm – 3pm. 

• The Affordable Housing Sub-committee met with Clarke Caton Hintz, the Township’s Land Use 

Planner on March 4, 2025.  The Planner provided a zoning map and an aerial map of Hopewell 

Township.  The Affordable Sub-committee reviewed the maps and discussed potential zoning sites 

and Township-owned property with the Planner. 

• The Committee reviewed the Stormwater Audit from 2023, which listed 17 citations.  Most of the 

violations were related to the Convenience Center’s accumulation of grass clippings and leaves; 

however, this issue has been addressed.  The remaining citations were related to the proper 

maintenance of logs and checklists.  The report is due for completion by May 1, 2025. 

• Generator for the Municipal Building – the Committee discussed the unused generator.  They 

received one quote for the existing generator hook-up, which is $21,000 to set up to the generator, 

bringing the total to approx. $30,000.  A total cost of $70,000 for a brand-new unit.  The Committee 

determined to sell the generator and authorized the Township Administrator to list the unused 

generator for sale on Gov Deals website. 

 

RESOLUTION: 

 #2025-52:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATOR TO 

LIST THE UNUSED GENERATOR FOR SALE 

 Miller made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-52.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco and 

approved 5-0. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS CONTINUED: 

• Thermostat Quote – the Committee received a quote for programmable thermostats with Wi-Fi 

and plan to explore other gas companies for these thermostats. 

• Comcast Update – the Mayor and Tedesco met with Fred, the Comcast representative, and Kim 

Schalek, the broadband installation consultant, and they are currently waiting for four pole 

permits, which are causing delays.  They are also waiting for Atlantic City Electric’s engineer to 

provide a cost estimate.  The Committee discussed and agreed that a letter will be sent to Atlantic 

City Electric’s President to notify him of the delays and the impact they are having on Hopewell 

Township and its residents. 

• Letters were sent to the Air BNBs properties within the Township notifying them that the number 

of occupants listed on their website does not reflect the same information that is recorded on their 

property record cards, and that they are hosting events without proper authorization.  The Air 

BNBs have been instructed to correct these discrepancies within 30 – 45 days.  They were also 

informed that failure to comply within the specified timeframe will result in the issuance of 

citations for these violations. 

• Signoff for 2024 Stormwater Training – all five Committee members have completed their training 

and submitted their training documentation to the Administrator. 

• For Youth Week, the Township Administrator will engage with the Hopewell Crest School 8th 

grade Honor Society students to discuss their preferences, brainstorm ideas, and assist them in 

drafting resolutions based on those ideas.  Additionally, the students have a field trip to the 

Municipal Building scheduled for April 3, 2025. 
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• Concrete Recycling at the Convenience Center - the Township Administrator provided quotes from 

three vendors, including the cost per haul and whether a dumpster will be provided.  The 

Committee reviewed the quotes and determined that concrete recycling is a service being provided 

to residents 3-4 times a year.  As a result, C&H will be selected as the vendor for this service. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 
 

Solicitor Ritter provided an update on the foreclosure properties.  Three out of the eleven 

properties have requested a payoff amount, but there is one family that is difficult to contact regarding 

the foreclosure on their property.  Solicitor Ritter will provide an update on the progress with this family 

in two weeks. 

Solicitor Ritter stated that the deeds for the Nardelli property and the Business Park have been 

recorded. 

Solicitor Ritter brought to the Committee’s attention that the farm next to the Amish Market is 

currently leased, but the lease agreement needs to be reviewed and the lease end date should be 

confirmed. 

 

ADJOURN:  
 

A motion was made by Bayzick; seconded by Miller to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

End Time:   8:21 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting Date: March 27, 2025 @ 6:30 p.m. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk 
cc: Township Administrator, Committee and Counsel  


