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MINUTES 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

February 13, 2025 
Start Time: 4:30 p.m. 

 

BUDGET WORKSHOP: 

 

Roll Call:  Kelsey Bayzick, David Miller, Jeff Shimp, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag 

Also Present:  John Hitchner, Administrator; Solicitor Matt Ritter, Esquire; Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting 

Municipal Clerk; Neil Young, CFO 

 

 The Committee reviewed and discussed the 2024 budget worksheets with the Township’s CFO, 

Neil Young.  The Committee also reviewed 2024 expenses and discussed projected expenses for 2025. 

 

[6:35 p.m.: Township Committee concluded the budget workshop and commenced Regular Meeting.] 

 

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag 

The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag 

 

Roll Call:  Kelsey Bayzick, David Miller, Jeff Shimp, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag 

Also Present:  John Hitchner, Administrator; Solicitor Matt Ritter, Esquire; Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting 

Municipal Clerk 

 

ENTER REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING: 

  

[Committee entered into Redevelopment Authority meeting at 6:36 p.m.  Committeeman Shimp 

temporarily left the meeting at 6:36 p.m. for a brief break.] 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Bayzick made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 23, 2025, Regular Meeting.  

Motion was seconded by Miller and passed 4-0. 

 

[Committeeman Shimp returned to the meeting at 6:40 p.m.] 

 

 Discussion Items: 

The Committee discussed Dutchway Structures’ PILOT and recommended a standardized 

5-yearPILOT to be completed after construction. 

DMC Supply Company signed the MOU paperwork along with their escrow check.  The 

Committee discussed DMC’s PILOT and asked for DMC’s engineer to provide a concept plan 

for the Committee to review. 

   

 EXIT REDEVLOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING: 

  A motion was made Miller; seconded by Shimp to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0 

 

[Committee exited Redevelopment Authority meeting at 6:48 p.m.] 

 

RE-ENTER TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING: 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 23, 2025, Regular Meeting and 

Executive Session.  Motion was seconded by Bayzick and passed 5-0. 

  

Department and Committee Reports: 

 The Committee requested to review the Landlord Registration letter regarding the Lead-Safe or 

Lead-Free certificate.  The Committee also directed the Zoning/Housing Department to utilize the 

Enforcer database to track landlord registrations, vacant/abandoned properties, code violations, and 

citations issued.  The system should also allow for printing and mailing of annual renewal letters, as well 
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as the ability to generate various reports related to these areas upon request.  Additionally, the Committee 

inquired about the OPRA requests received in January 2025. 

  

 Bayzick made a motion to approve the Department Head reports as submitted.  Motion was 

seconded by Miller and approved 5-0. 

 

Approval of Bills and Additional Bills: 

 

Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for January 2025 - $1,764,057.77 

Miller made a motion to approve the bills. Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0. 

 

Additional Bills: LUB Escrow 739 Shiloh Pike - $4,443.00, Ritter Law - $1,128.00, and Resultant - 

$3,936.00 

Shimp made a motion to approve the additional bills from LUB Escrow 739 Shiloh Pike, Ritter 

Law, and Resultant.  Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0. 

 

Public Comments: 

 Bayzick made a motion to open to the public.  Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0. 

 

Being as there was no public who wished to speak, a motion was made by Tedesco to close the 

public portion.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0. 

 

ORDINANCES FOR 1st READING: 

 

#2025-01:  ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION 

LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)  

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Ordinance 2025-01 on first reading.  Motion was seconded 

by Miller and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

 #2025-44:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASING AGENT TO SIGN 

STANDARD COMMERCIAL SECURITY AGREEMENT WITH DNS SOLUTIONS LLC 

 Shimp made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-44.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 5-0. 

 

#2025-45:  RESOLUTION CANCELLING TAXES FOR TDV SGT. JOSE LUIS 

ALMANZAR, BLOCK 34 LOT 4.06 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-45.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 5-0. 

 

#2025-46:  RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT PUBLISHING LEGAL NOTICES ON 

OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT WEBSITES 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-46.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 5-0. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS:  
 

• The Chamber of Commerce requested use of the Senior Center for their event on May 20, 2025, 

from 5pm – 7pm.  The Committee approved the request to host the event. 

• The Committee reviewed the Municipal Building Energy Audit and approved the purchase of 

programmable meters for the building. 

• Bench Donation for Hankins Park – the Committee approved a bench donation for the park, with 

the instructions that the donated bench match the existing standards, including granite material 

and a proper bench foundation. 

• Concrete Recycling at the Convenience Center – the Committee directed the Township 

Administrator to provide a list of vendors currently available to haul and dispose of the concrete 

for review. 

• The Committee approved the 2025 Safety Incentive Program. 

• The Committee discussed the unused generator and requested a quote for the generator hook-up. 
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• The Committee provided an update on the Comcast broadband installation, with the information 

that none of the areas are currently activated. 

• Affordable Housing – the Committee met all deadlines for January 2025.  Clarke Caton Hintz, the 

Township’s Land Use Planner, is scheduled to meet with the Affordable Housing Sub-committee 

to discuss responsibilities. 

• Traffic Impact Work Notice for Route 49, Pau Len Drive to Maurice River – the notice will be 

posted on social media once the Committee receives approval. 

• QR Code for HTEC – the Committee will review the QR Code before it is linked to the Township 

website. 

• The Committee discussed the foreclosure fee concerning private bank foreclosures. 

 

RESOLUTION: 

 #2025-36: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEEMENT FOR CONSTRUCTION 

OFFICE WITH RELATED EXPENSES SHARED SERVICES WITH THE TOWNSHIP OF 

UPPER DEERFIELD 

 Shimp made a motion to un-table and approve Resolution 2025-36.  Motion was seconded by 

Miller and approved 5-0. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 
 

Solicitor Ritter has two items for Executive Session. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 

#2025-47:  RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (Contracts and 

Potential Litigation) 

 

Miller made a motion to go into Executive Session.  The motion was second by Bayzick and 

approved 5-0. 

 

[Committee entered into executive session at 7:35 p.m. and exited executive session at 9:17 p.m.] 

 

GOOD OF THE ORDER: 

 MOTION: 

  Motion to authorize Committeeman Miller to offer Robert Hyson at the pay rate 

discussed at Executive Session.  Shimp made a motion to approve the pay rate and offer job.  Motion 

was seconded by Tedesco and approved 5-0. 

 

ADJOURN:  
 

A motion was made by Bayzick; seconded by Miller to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

End Time:   9:22 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting Date: March 13, 2025 @ 6:30 p.m. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk 
cc: Township Administrator, Committee and Counsel  


