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MINUTES 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

December 12, 2024 
Start Time: 6:35 p.m. 

 

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag 

The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag 

 

Roll Call:  Tom Tedesco, David Miller, Jeff Shimp, Mayor Robin Freitag 

Absent: Kelsey Bayzick 

Also Present:  John Hitchner, Administrator; Solicitor Matt Ritter, Esquire; Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting 

Municipal Clerk; Chief Mayhew; and Catherine Hardy, Hopewell Twp resident 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

 Miller made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 14, 2024, Regular Meeting 

and Executive Session.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and passed 4-0.  

  

Department and Committee Reports: 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve the Department Head reports as submitted.  Motion 

was seconded by Shimp and approved 4-0. 

 

Public Comments: 

 Miller made a motion to open to the public.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco and approved 4-0. 

 

Catherine Hardy, resident of Hopewell Township, stated that she really enjoyed the Christmas 

Tree Lighting event that was held on December 4, 2024. 

 

Being as there was no further public who wished to speak, a motion was made by Miller to close 

the public portion.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco and approved 4-0. 

 

ORDINANCES FOR 2nd READING: 

 

#2024-13:  ORDINANCE AMENDING VACANT/ABANDONED PROPERTY 

REGISTRATION 

 Tedesco made a motion to open the discussion of the ordinance to the public.  Motion was 

seconded by Shimp and approved 4-0. 

As no members of the public wished to speak, a motion was made by Shimp to close the public 

portion.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco and approved 4-0. 

Motion to approve Ordinance 2024-13 was made by Shimp.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco 

and it was approved with a unanimous roll call vote, 4-0. 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

#2024-97:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-97.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 4-0. 

 

#2024-98:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CANCELLATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

 Miller made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-98.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and 

approved 4-0. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS:  
 

• RFQ – The Committee discussed reviewing the RFQ’s and will direct the Administrator which 

professionals to request contracts from for the reorganization meeting. 

• The Committee discussed the stormwater audit that occurred in November 2024.  According to 

Administrator Hitchner, the DEP has recognized the Township as a great example of “doing more 
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with less.” There is a short list of items that require improvements, and additional deadlines for 

compliance are approaching in 2025. 

• BPI (Best Practices Inventory) Top 5 discussion item will be deferred to January 2025 Regular 

Township Committee Meeting. 

• The Committee discussed that the Township currently is behind on the maintenance of the brush 

pile at the convenience center.  The Committee proposed conducting a trial with the remaining 

brush to assess the chipping and hauling process. The Committee discussed specific rules and 

regulations to be established before implementing curbside chipping. 

• The Committee gave an update on the Comcast broadband installation.  Mayor Freitag and 

Tedesco accompanied a Comcast representative on a Township site visit on December 5, 2024, to 

review the completed installations and identify remaining work.  A report from the Comcast 

representative (received on December 12, 2024) indicates that the installations are 80-90% 

complete.  The installations are expected to be completed in approximately one month, after which 

residents will be contacted by a Comcast rep regarding connecting their homes.  Some pole 

permits are still not approved.  As the permits are approved, construction will proceed in those 

areas. 

• The SIP Funds from JIF have $2,800 remaining in the budget and needs to spent by January 31, 

2025.  The EPL/Cyber Security Funds have $1500 remaining in the budget. The Committee will 

send their recommendations to Administrator Hitchner on how to use the funds.   

• The Committee reviewed and discussed the proposed fees for Zoning that were provided by the 

Zoning/Housing Officer and will add the proposed fees to the fees resolution at January’s Re-

Organization meeting. 

 

RESOLUTION: 

 #2024-100:  AUTHORIZING THE CONTRACT FOR NATURAL GAS SUPPLY 

SERVICES THROUGH THE CUMBERLAND COUNTY COOPERATIVE CONTRACT 

PRICING SYSTEM 

 The Committee reviewed and approved the 36-months natural gas Co-Op.  Tedesco made 

a motion to approve Resolution 2024-100.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 4-0. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS CONTINUED:  
 

• The Committee gave an update regarding Affordable Housing and accepted the DCA’s 

recommendation of 93 houses.  A resolution will need to be adopted by the end of January 2025 

and will need to be submitted to the DCA within 48 hours after adoption.  The Committee will need 

to adopt a new Fair Share Housing Plan by June 2025 and refer to the Planning Board for review. 

• The Committee reviewed and discussed the parking of non-fire department members at the fire 

house.  The Committee recommended of having “Fire Department ONLY” signs and passing an 

Ordinance where a citation may be issued for non-members parking. 

• The Committee discussed the properties bordering Osborn Lane where there are three (3) land-

locked lots.  These lots are buildable but their values would be affected by their neighboring lots.  

The Committee asked for Solicitor Ritter to confirm with the Estate that expressed interest in the 

lots. 

• The Committee reviewed and discussed the Township Committee and Redevelopment Authority 

Meeting dates for 2025.  The Committee agreed to run concurrently these two meetings with a 

start time of 6:30PM every second Thursday of the month. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 
 

Solicitor Ritter has two items for Executive Session. 

 

Approval of Bills and Additional Bills: 
 

Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for November 2024 - $437,656.83 

Miller made a motion to approve the bills.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 4-0. 

 

Additional Bills = $28,844.22 

Shimp made a motion to approve the additional bills that were submitted late by Administrator 

Hitcher due to being year-end.  Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 4-0. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 

#2024-99:  RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (Contracts, Potential 

Litigation, and Affordable Housing) 

 

Tedesco made a motion to go into Executive Session.  The motion was second by Miller and 

approved 4-0. 

 

[Committee entered into executive session at 7:50 p.m. and exited executive session at 8:10 p.m.] 

 

ADJOURN:  
 

A motion was made by Tedesco; seconded by Shimp to adjourn.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

End Time:   8:11 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting Date:    January 2, 2025 @ 5:00 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk 
cc: Township Administrator, Committee and Counsel  


