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Meetings

The HTEC meets the
first Wednesday of
each month @ 7 PM.

The meetings are open
to the public and all are

welcome to attend.

Newsletters are
available on the

township website and

the township Facebook
page. Printed copies
available in the
municipal building and
at the Senior Center

Season’s Greetings
Environmental Commission Keeps Working for You

Every year the Environmental Commission chooses projects that will benefit the
community, educate the public, provide information on environmental issues specific to
Hopewell Township as well as issues with regional and state environmental problems.

Below is a recap of things we accomplished or worked on this past year:

Published monthly newsletter; distributed flyers & announcements of
special interest. Monthly minutes and the newsletter posted on the
township website.

Continued interaction with the Land Use Board and the township

committee.
Provided information on environmental topics through various sources.

Pollinator garden behind the senior center was designed, planted, completed,
and provided with on-going maintenance.

Hopewell Day display on pollinator gardens and free seed give away
with instructions for planting a pollinator garden; secured sponsor for butterfly
tent. Participated in the butterfly release at pollinator garden.

Continued development of the Barrett’s Run Trail with new trail signage
installed and consultation for the map.

Consulted with Public Works Department on parking upgrades at Barrett’s Run
Trail. Provided input for mowing of Barretts Run Natural Area with removal of
invasive species for better propagation of native species.

New plantings at the Barretts Run Natural Area completed by the American
Littoral Society:.

Brochures for Piney Point Trail revised and replenished. Installed tree markers at
Piney Point Trail to correspond with brochure.

Continued work with township clerk and township administrator to
improve public awareness of the work of the HTEC through website and
Facebook.




HTEC Projects (cont’d)

Total review of the Environmental Inventory
and competed necessary updates to the

document with an addendum.

Provided outreach projects with local Girl
Scout Troop.

Provided the Township Committee with a
planting list of suggested and acceptable trees

under new regulations.

‘We are currently proposing new HTEC projects for
2025. Stay tuned.

Environmental stewardship refers to the responsible use
and protection of the natural environment through
active participation in conservation efforts and
sustainable practices by individuals, small groups,
nonprofit organizations, federal agencies, and other
collective networks. For the purposes of New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection’a new
initiative, environmental stewardship is when a regulated
entity voluntarily engages in activities that go beyond the
minimum requirements, rules and regulations, resulting

in a positive benefit to the environment.

How does environmental stewardship compare to
"Sustainability"?

Environmental stewardship is generally the careful and
responsible management of the environment for the
present and the future. This can be seen as one of the
three components of sustainability which integrates the
environmental, social, and economic considerations

relevant to current and future generations.

‘Who can be an environmental steward?

Anyone can act as an environmental steward and this
initiative will provide information and resources to
encourage stewardship. You can attend the HTEC
monthly meetings to see how you can become involved

in local environmental stewardship.
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‘Why should I be an environmental steward?
While everyone has a responsibility to pass on a healthy
and safe environment to future generations, NJDEP
believes that stewardship practices can save costs, add
value, and potentially reduce a site's regulatory
responsibilities. Practicing stewardship can be a
significant investment, but one that can also pay for
itself. Actual costs may involve up-front investments in
time, effort and money The biggest hurdle is often
simply gathering the information and knowledge about
what is possible. With the proper information and the
full accounting of typically hidden costs, choices in
favor of stewardship become easier and more obvious.
In addition, this program offers an opportunity to be
"caught" doing something good and to be
acknowledged for it.

www.nj.gov/dep/enforcement/stewardship/fags.html

!

Become a Rutgers Environmental Steward

The Rutgers Environmental Steward program trains

volunteers on important environmental issues in New
Jersey and how they can make a difference in their
community. Stewards learn how to help advance
sustainable climate change solutions, not just in their

own lives, but in their communities.

Environmental Stewards is a certificate program offered
through Cooperative Extension, a unit of Rutgers New

Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station.

You could make a difference in your community!

The environment is in us,
not outside of us. The trees
are our lungs, the rivers our
bloodstream, and what you
do to the environment,

ultimately, you do
to yourself.

Ian Somerhalder
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