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MINUTES 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

November 14, 2024 
Start Time: 6:40 p.m. 

 

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag 

The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag 

 

Roll Call:  Tom Tedesco, Kelsey Bayzick, David Miller, Jeff Shimp, Mayor Robin Freitag 

Also Present:  John Hitchner, Administrator; Solicitor Matt Ritter, Esquire; Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting 

Municipal Clerk; Charles Fralinger; Dave Elwell, Zoning/Housing Officer; Gary VanMeter; Chief 

Mayhew; and Gary Fischer. 

 

Proclamations: 

 Mayor Freitag presented the Business Hero Award to Fralinger Engineering and Charles 

“Chuck” Fralinger accepted the proclamation on their behalf. 

 

 Mayor Freitag presented the Community Hero Award to Gary Fischer. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 10, 2024, Regular Meeting.  

Motion was seconded by Shimp and passed 5-0.  

  

Department and Committee Reports: 

 The Committee inquired about what information is being requested from the OPRA’s that 

were received for the month of October.  The Committee also discussed the maintenance work 

done by the public works department regarding the brush trimmings around the sewer pump 

stations and the removal of obstructions from various sight triangles. 

 

 Shimp made a motion to approve the Department Head reports as submitted.  Motion was 

seconded by Bayzick and approved 5-0. 

 

Public Comments: 

 Bayzick made a motion to open to the public.  Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0. 

 

Dave Elwell, Zoning/Housing Officer, introduced himself to everyone and discussed the 

following items: 

• Ordinance regarding fences and walls.  Per the Committee, this ordinance was sent for 

discussion to the Land Use Board (LUB).  The Zoning/Housing Officer will attend the 

next LUB meeting and offer his perspective regarding this ordinance. 

• Vacant/abandoned property registrations.  The vacant property list is down to one page 

but the Zoning/Housing Officer is facing a couple of obstacles.  For one example, a 

property appears to be vacant but it is not, or where the property is vacant but not bank-

owned.  An example was given of a property owner who lives in California, but their 

Hopewell Township property has cats running in and out of the basement and the lawn 

maintenance has been unkept for a while.  Once the Zoning/Housing Officer contacted 

the property owner who resides in California regarding the unkept maintenance concerns 

of the property, the property owner started the foreclosure process.  The Committee made 

the recommendation of hiring a 3rd party to clean up the property and place a lien on the 

property if the need arises. 

• Certificate of Occupancy (CO) for home sales.  The Zoning/Housing Officer is discussed 

if the Township wished to do CO inspection similar to Stow Creek Township’s CO. 

Hopewell Township is currently only doing smoke certifications for home sales.  The 

Zoning/Housing Officer went over a couple of recommendations to be included in the 

CO.  The Committee asked for the Zoning/Housing Officer to consult with the fire 

department, to send over the list of the proposed items that should be considered/added, 

and to recommend fee amounts for permits to the Committee. 
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Being as there was no further public who wished to speak, a motion was made by Shimp to close 

the public portion.  Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0. 

 

Dave Elwell, Zoning/Housing Officer, left the meeting at 7:15 p.m. 

 

ORDINANCES FOR 2nd READING: 

 

#2024-14:  ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2024 SALARY ORDINANCE 

Bayzick made a motion to change Karen Ledden’s job title to Administrative Assistant and open 

the discussion of the ordinance to the public.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0. 

As no members of the public wished to speak, a motion was made by Shimp to close the public 

portion.  Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0. 

Motion to approve Ordinance 2024-14 was made by Bayzick.  Motion was seconded by Miller 

and it was approved with a unanimous roll call vote, 5-0. 

 

#2024-15:  ORDINANCE AMENDING TOWNSHIP CODE SECTION 117-27: 

“VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES” FOR VARIOUS ANIMAL REGULATIONS 

 Tedesco made a motion to open the discussion of the ordinance to the public.  Motion was 

seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0. 

As no members of the public wished to speak, a motion was made by Bayzick to close the public 

portion.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0. 

Motion to approve Ordinance 2024-15 was made by Bayzick.  Motion was seconded by Miller 

and it was approved with a unanimous roll call vote, 5-0. 

 

ORDINANCES FOR 1st READING: 

 

#2024-13:  ORDINANCE AMENDING VACANT/ABANDONED PROPERTY 

REGISTRATION 

 Tedesco made a motion to un-table and approve Ordinance 2024-13 on first reading.  Motion 

was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 

 

#2024- 05:  ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 220-48 OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE 

REGARDING FENCES AND WALLS 

Ordinance 2024-05 was sent to the Land Use Board (LUB) for discussion to review a few items 

that the Committee had inquired about.  

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

#2024- 95:  RESOLUTION REQUESTING LUB CONDUCT A PRELIMINARY 

INVESTIGATION 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-95.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 5-0. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS:  

• The Committee gave an update on the Comcast broadband installation.  The contractor for 

Comcast is now registered with the NJ DOL.  The Committee is waiting for Comcast to post their 

prevailing wages on State of NJ website before Comcast can proceed with further work on the 

installation.  Mayor Freitag and Tedesco will drive around the Township to assess what has been 

completed so far and to ensure that the installations are not occurring until Comcast posts the 

prevailing wages.  The Committee will continue to work with Salmon Ventures regarding this 

project. 

• Mayor Freitag and Tedesco met with Jerry Velazquez to discuss the possibility of putting up solar 

panels on the landfill.  With the rent/lease of the solar, this could bring a good stream of income 

to the Township (approximately $50,000).  A draft Request for Proposals (RFP) has been acquired.  

Two companies have already reached out to express their interest along with the Committee 

receiving multiple phone calls from other interested parties. 

• The Township received a $64,000 Local Recreation Improvement Grant (LRIG).  The Committee 

is working with Steve Nardelli on the layout of the Hopewell Crest School (HCS) walking path.  

The 1st layout was sent back to the Engineer along with the Committee’s recommendations of the 

layout they think would work best for the walking path.  Mayor Freitag is going to meet with HCS 

to discuss the Committee’s recommendations and to provide them with an update. 
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• The annual Christmas tree lighting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 4, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. 

in front of the municipal building.  The Township is going to light up a 12-foot Christmas tree that 

is going to be decorated with the ornaments made by the students of Hopewell Crest School. The 

Jack Neff Band has agreed to play at this event at no cost.  The Committee instructs Administrator 

Hitchner to post the annual Christmas tree lighting event on the Township’s website and Facebook 

page. 

• The short-term rentals discussion was pushed to the December 12, 2024, Township Committee 

meeting.  Some of the items that are going to be discussed regarding this topic are: incorrect 

advertising of the short-term rentals occupancy capacity and hosting large events at the B&Bs 

(bed and breakfast). 

• Hopewell Day 2024 poster should be placed in the municipal building hallway for display.  

• The Committee discussed the purchasing of chairs and tables for the Senior Center because the 

current chairs do not have arm rests to offer support to the elderly when they stand up.  The current 

tables could tip over easily as they are pedestal.  The Committee is planning on updating half of 

the chairs and tables this year and the other half next year.   The chairs will be purchased with 20 

chairs and 4 tables in 2024 budget year and the remaining 20 chairs and 4 tables in 2025.  The 

Township had received $1,500 from JIF safety money to be applied towards the purchase of the 

chairs.    

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 

No report given by Solicitor Ritter. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

#2024-96:  RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (Contracts, Potential 

Litigation, and Affordable Housing) 

 

Bayzick made a motion to go into Executive Session.  The motion was second by Miller and 

approved 5-0. 

 

[Committee entered into executive session at 7:45 p.m. and exited executive session at 8:50 p.m.] 

 

Approval of Bills and Additional Bills: 

Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for October 2024 - $1,844,995.68 

Additional Bill: Christmas tree from Bostwick’s = $120.00 

  Tedesco made a motion to approve the bills with the exception of the disc jockey for the 

employee holiday party and with the addition of the Christmas tree from Bostwick’s.  Motion was 

seconded by Bayzick and approved 5-0. 

 

Best Practices Inventory (BPI) Report: 

The Committee reviewed and discussed the BPI report for 2024 that was completed and 

submitted to the State of NJ.  The Committee directed Administrator Hitchner to identify the top 5 items 

that the Township should focus on/make improvements to for the 2025 year. 

 

Calendar Contest Selections: 

The Committee reviewed the drawings that were submitted by the students of Hopewell Crest 

School for the calendar contest.  The Committee selected the best drawings for each grade along with 

the overall top 3 winners. 

 

ADJOURN:  

A motion was made by Bayzick; seconded by Tedesco to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

End Time:   9:20 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting Date:    December 12, 2024 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk 
cc: Township Administrator, Committee and Counsel  


