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Meetings

The Hopewell Township
Environmental
Commission meets the
first Wednesday of each
month @ 7 PM. The
meetings are open to the
public and all are
welcome to attend.

Newsletters are available
on the township website,
and the township
Facebook page. Printed
copies available in the
municipal building and

the senior center.

More info on forest
regeneration and
management - Penn State
Extension
www.tinyurl.com/
3pjrafed.

TREES - EARTH’S LIFEBLOOD

Remember that old poem from school - “I think that I shall never
see, A poem lovely as a tree”? Kilmer’s “Trees’ marvels at nature’s
beauty, declaring trees as divine art surpassing human
creation, in simple yet profound couplets. Did you ever

stop to think about how important trees are to the earth?

The following information was contained in a report in the
ANJEC* monthly journal and was written by Matthew G.
Olson, Assistant Professor, Environmental Science Program -

Forestry School of Natural Sciences & Mathematics, Stockton

University:.
“Few organisms inspire us quite like trees. Whether it’s a massive white
pine emerging about the main canopy of a mature forest or a contorted

Japanese maple basking in the full sunlight of a landscaped park, trees never cease to
draw our attention and amazement. Beyond their awe-inspiring size and magnificence,
these mammoths of the plant world also provide numerous beneficial services to
ecosystems and society.”

Olson writes that more than ever people are recognizing the benefits and importance of
trees and forests and that trees help us adapt to human caused climate change. The trees
ability to adapt to these changes by providing us with tree shade help lower home energy
usage and costs. Trees/forest help mitigate climate change directly via greenhouse gas
capture and storage. Maintaining native tree cover can aid other species in coping with

extreme weather and a warming climate. In other words, trees work for all.

Olson goes on to say, “.. .our population growth and appetite for natural resources have
forced us to develop and adopt sustainable land management practices (e.g.forestry).
Trees are increasingly dependent on humans for survival and persistence. Some of the
more insidious factors limiting trees include high deer densities and chronic over
browsing, expanding invasive species populations, altered disturbance regimens, and
anthropogenic climate change and extreme weather.” The Mid-Atlantic region is acutely
vulnerable to tree and forest regeneration failure. Benign neglect and passive
management has greatly exacerbated the issue.




Help Reforest New lerse_y

Collect acorns, including thoge of th
Northern Red Oak, for the NJ Tree
Nursery, Pick UP acorns and store them ie
a gallon milk jug with the cap off. Aco .
can be planted an( grown into . -
reforest Newjersey. For more information

contact the Ty
N ee Nursery @uww. N7DEP/

7 ForestSerw'ceNurJery. New Jersey’s

trees to

future forests are in your hands!

Kids Books on Trees

la Hickman
ee Book - Pameia -
Nature Tr - Patricia

Be a Friend to Trees

Lauber Shel ilverstein

The Giving Tree - Lois Ehlert

Red Leaf Yellow Leaf-

_ Jennifer Ward
The Busy Tree Alan

Our Tree Names Steve -

HTEC
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Governor Alfred E. Driscoll and the State Assembly selected Quercus rubra,
Northern Red Oak, as the state tree on June 13, 1950. This stately tree was

chosen to represent New Jersey for its strength, dignity, structural beauty,

and long life.
Common name
Scientific name
Origin
Height
Spread
Crown shape
Growth rate
Fall color
Light requirement

Drought tolerance

Norther Red Oak
Quercus rubra
North America
60-70 Feet

50-60 feet
Rounded

Fast

red-orange

full sun

high
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