Hopewell Township Environmental Commission
Hopewell Township Municipal Offices
590 Shiloh Pike, Bridgeton, NJ 08302
856-455-1230

MEETING MINUTES
August 7, 2024

Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Chair B. McClain
Members Present: K Strait, J. Hankins, B. McClain, B. Doremus, and J. Lewis

Approval of Minutes
¢ No meeting in June or July
e Approval of May 1, 2024, meeting minutes: last set of minutes prepared by C.
LaLancette before her resignation; unclear if sent to Township Clerk; motion to approve
by J. Lewis; seconded by J. Hankins; voice vote to approve
e K. Strait to send final copy to Township Clerk

Land Use Board Activity (K. Strait, liaison to LUB)
¢ No meeting of Land Use Board during June or July
e Three items discussed during July 17t meeting
o Home Use Occupation Permit: Board granted waiver from site plan requirement
for proposed hair salon on Albertson Ave; no environmental issues
o DA #2024-02: Board granted application completeness for use variance
application by Purple Dragon Holdings; pre-existing use that was never formally
authorized; minor improvements to what is now primarily an event venue
proposed; continuance with site plan review at future meeting; no new
environmental issues but ongoing concerns about stormwater, wastewater
treatment, and junk collection on property
o DA #2024-01: Board granted D-1 and C Variances to authorize continued use of
multi-family dwelling on Columbia Hwy; former multi-family rental in Ag Zone was
never formally authorized; no environmental issues and rehabilitated structure is
much improved

Old Business

e Cohansey Area Watershed Association (CAWA) updates: B. Doremus indicates that
CAWA has donated a guided kayak trip on Sheppards Mill Pond to Citizens United for
its fund-raising auction; CAWA will participate in Cumberland County Waterways
Cleanup on September 28" and meet at Seabreeze

e Pollinator Garden: J. Hankins reported that pollinator garden at Senior Center is in full
bloom; all the flowers are native species from her garden; she also watered the garden
several times during the recent dry spell; she was manually moving water, but Twp. has
now provided a hose; would like to label plants and develop a list for distribution via
brochure box; Environmental Commission (EC) discussed potentially adding bluebird



boxes near garden and around business park; EC thanked her for all her volunteer
effort on this project

Piney Point Trail: J. Hankins reports that the numbered tree tags were all installed
during June and correspond to the trail brochure; trail looks good, and visitors are using
the brochure; brochure box has been restocked several times

Barretts Run Nature Trail: EC discussed that parking area and gate at bottom of access
lane are working well; signs look good and trail and is nicely mowed; EC thanks the
Public Works Department for their maintenance efforts

Hopewell Day: discussed preparations for September 14" event; Cumberland Mutual
Insurance has again sponsored the Master Gardener’s Butterfly Tent; EC will hang a
sign thanking them; B. Doremus has repaired the broken canopy; B. McClain to check
with Twp. Administrator on purchase of replacement; may have some milkweed seeds
leftover from last year to distribute; to review/update display boards at September
meeting; may add new photos and map of Barretts Run Nature Trail

New Business

Hopewell Twp. Tree Ordinance: discussed ordinance in general and how it is similar to
other local municipalities that are also required by NJ Stormwater regulations to
implement an ordinance governing tree removal; selection of replacement trees should
be site-specific based on what was removed and where they are being planted, but
Appendix A can be used to provide some guidance; EC members all provided
suggestions for the Appendix A list of approved tree species for replacement planting;
reviewed final draft prepared by J. Lewis; J. Lewis to make final edits and send to Twp.
Administrator

EC secretary: position is vacant since C. LalLancette resigned from the Committee; K.
Strait volunteered to serve as secretary until the 2025 reorganization

EC vacancies: discussed need to fill vacant position; Twp. Mayor has reached out to
Chair about appointing a replacement; typically invite new candidates to participate in a
meeting or two before committing; discussed several potential candidates; J. Lewis and
B. Doremus to contact two potential new members; suggestion to put up a sign at booth
on Hopewell Day soliciting interest from members of the public

Miscellaneous

Floodwatcher presentation originally schedule for earlier in year can potentially be
rescheduled for October or November

Barretts Run Nature Trail extension: extension of the trail to Mary Elmer Lake on the
east end and/or Rt. 49 on the west end will require the Twp. to fund preparation of a
Green Acres or other grant applications for funding; engineering services are required
for these type of grant applications and the grants typically require some matching funds

Public Comment

No public participants present

Adjournment Time: ~8:30 pm
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