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MINUTES 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

September 12, 2024 
Start Time: 6:33 p.m. 

 

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag 

The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag 

 

Roll Call:  Kelsey Bayzick, David Miller, Jeff Shimp, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag 

Also Present:  John Hitchner, Administrator; Solicitor Matt Ritter, Esquire; Karen Ledden, Acting Clerk; 

Bruce Hankins; Chief Mayhew; Paul Ritter; Al Caggiano; Salvatore Bucolo and (7) Family Members; 

Present: Arrived @ 7:49 PM - Elena Gable, Cumberland County Assistant Planning Director  

 

Presentations: 

 Mayor Robin Freitag presented the 2024 Veteran of the Year Award to Salvatore A. Bucolo. 

 

Mayor Paul Ritter presented a check in the amount of $10,000 from Cumberland Mutual Savings 

to Chief Mayhew of the Hopewell-Stow Creek Fire Department. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

 Miller made a motion to approve the minutes of June 13, 2024, and July 11, 2024 Regular 

and Executive Session meetings.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco and passed 5-0.  

 Miller made a motion to approve the minutes of August 8, 2024 Regular and Executive 

Session meetings. Motion was seconded by Tedesco and approved 4-0-1, with Shimp abstaining 

from the vote. 

 

Department and Committee Reports: 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve the Department Head reports as submitted.  Motion 

was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0. 

 

RESOLUTION: 

 #2024-80:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #1 FOR JAY AVENUE  

 JUNE DRIVE RECONSTRUCTION 

  Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-80. Motion was seconded by Tedesco 

  and approved 5-0. 

 

Public Comments: 

 Bayzick made a motion to open to the public.  Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0. 

Chief Mayhew made mention that the Hopewell-Stow Creek Fire Company will arrive for 

Hopewell Day around 9:30 AM. 

Being as there were no further public who wished to speak, a motion was made by Bayzick to close 

the public portion.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0. 

 

ORDINANCES FOR 1st READING: 

#2024-11:  ORDINANCE AMENDING HCB PERMITTED USES; CHAPTER 220-29:B-

1(b) 

Tedesco made a motion to approve Ordinance 2024-11 on first reading.  Motion was 

seconded by Miller and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 

 

#2024-12:  ORDINANCE UPDATING FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS 

AS PER STATE RECOMMENDATIONS 
 Bayzick made a motion to approve Ordinance 2024-12 on first reading.  Motion was seconded by 

  Miller and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 
 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

#2024-77:  RESOLUTION RESCINDING WEST CUMBERLAND SENIOR CENTER 

PETTY CASH FUND 
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Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-77.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 5-0. 
 

#2024-78:  RESOLUTION RESCINDING HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP CLERK PETTY 

CASH FUND  

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-78.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 5-0. 
 

#2024-79:  RESOLUTION TO CHANGE MONETARY AMOUNT OF 

ADMINISTRATION PETTY CASH FUND  

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-79.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 5-0. 
 

#2024-81:  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF BUILDING 

SECURITY CONTRACTS WITH DNS SOLUTIONS 

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-81.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 5-0. 
 

#2024-82 - RESOLUTION AWARDING THE SEWALL ROAD RECONSTRUCTION 

BID OPENING TO SOUTH STATE 

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-82.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 5-0. 
 

#2024-83 - RESOLUTION APPOINTING VICE MAYOR THOMAS TEDESCO AS 

ALTERNATE FUND COMMISSIONER FOR THE GLOUCESTER, SALEM AND 

CUMBERLAND COUNTIES MUNICIPAL JOINT INSURANCE FUND (JIF) 

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-83.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 5-0. 
 

#2024-84 - RESOLUTION APPROVING THE EXTENSION OF THE CONTRACT 

WITH SALMON VENTURES 

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-84.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 5-0. 
 

#2024-85 - RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CONTRACT WITH FIRE AND SAFETY 

SERVICES LTD FOR NEW FIRE ENGINE; BASE MODEL 23P-106-ENFORCER PUC 

PUMPER-1024 

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-85.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 5-0. 
 

#2024-86 - RESOLUTION APPROVING THE NEW STANDARDIZED OPRA 

REQUEST FORM AS PROVIDED BY THE GOVERNMENT RECORDS COUNCIL 

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-86.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 5-0. 
 

Approval of Bills: 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve the bills.  Motion was seconded by Bayzick and approved 5-0. 
  

DISCUSSION ITEMS:  

• Preparations for the upcoming Hopewell Day on Saturday, September 14, 2024 were discussed. 

• Jeff Shimp discussed that the Convenience Center striping had been completed and about the 

purchase of the oil container. 

• Tom Tedesco discussed the Comcast broadband installation that commenced the week of 

September 3, 2024, with 50% of the pole permits completed, 12,000 strands installed and 3,600 

feet of fiber run. Further discussion on the virtual town Hall Meeting in November 2024 or January 

2025 and to send out cards to the 153 residents that are impacted by the installation. PR 

subcommittee to be established and the Mayor to sign the Comcast check. 

• Solar Panel/Landfill is still pending. 

• Donation by VanMeter of a live Christmas tree was discussed along with the planting of bushes at 

the triangle and around the Hopewell electronic sign out front of the Municipal Building. 

• There was a discussion of the Redevelopment Area quote from Scheule for the Preliminary 

Investigations and also the Redevelopment Plan at a cost of $7,500.00. Further discussion of 
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encumbering $3,360.00 in November 2024 for block 52 Lot 22 for the Scheule Preliminary 

Investigation.  Motion by Tedesco to approve the Preliminary Investigation quote of $3,360.  

Motion is seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0. 

• Discussion of increasing the fines, to be researched, for loose dogs in the Township with a 

minimum of $100.00 to cover the cost of James McCleary’s charge. 
 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 

• Solicitor Ritter discussed the Cubby Hollow Road neighbor dispute and stated that the 

Township does not have jurisdiction on property lines and that this is an issue for the court 

system. He stated that there is a vagueness in the property lines due to a deed conflict. 

• Solicitor Ritter discussed that the soil samples were tested from the plane crash and the 

removal of soil will need to be completed. 

• Solicitor Ritter discussed the manor tax appeal and that the settlement demand is due by 

the end of September 2024 (SNF Realty). 

• The William Nardelli contract was signed and the closing will need to be scheduled. 

• The COAH filing deadline on the State portal is Monday, September 16, 2024. 
 

Presentation: 

The Cumberland County Planning Assistant Director, Elena Gable, arrived at 7:49 PM 

and handed out the State Plan Policy Map Definitions packet to each of the Township Committee 

Members.  She is asking that each municipality establishes a subcommittee and that Al Caggiano 

has been appointed. Elena Gable will confer with Fralinger Engineering, PA to the accuracy of 

the zoning maps. Jeff Shimp questioned the R2 Zone on the maps that Elena Gable presented to 

the Committee. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

#2024-89:  RESOLUTION TO ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION (Contracts; Potential 

litigation)  

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-89.  Motion was seconded by Miller 

and approved 5-0. 
 

[Committee entered into executive session at 8:05 pm and exited executive session at 9:40 pm] 
 

 

GOOD OF THE ORDER:  

 #2024-87:  RESOLUTION APPOINTING JOHN HITCHNER AS MUNICIPAL HOUSING 

 LIAISON 

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-87.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 5-0. 
 

 #2024-88:  RESOLUTION HIRING C-2 LICENSED WASTEWATER OPERATOR 

Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-88.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 5-0. 
 

 MOTION: 

Motion to authorize Committeewoman Bayzick to offer Rosa Brambila a salary between 

$50,000 - $55,000.  Tedesco made a motion to approve the salary, it was seconded by 

Shimp and approved by the Township Committee 5-0. 
 

ADJOURN:  

A motion was made by Bayzick; Seconded by Shimp to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

End Time:   9:45 p.m. 
 

Next Meeting Date:    October 10, 2024 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Karen Ledden, Acting Municipal Clerk 
cc: Township Administrator, Committee and Counsel  


