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MINUTES 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

June 13, 2024 
Start Time: 6:30 p.m. 

 

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag 

The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag 

 

Roll Call:  Kelsey Bayzick, David Miller, Jeff Shimp, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag 

Also Present:  John Hitchner, Admin; Solicitor Matt Ritter, Esquire; Gary VanMeter, OEM; Lee Hepner, 

Resident; Stephanie, Unbound Tattoo 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

 Bayzick made a motion to table the minutes of April 25, 2024, May 9, 2024, and May 29, 2024.  

Motion was seconded by Tedesco and passed 5-0.  

 

Department and Committee Reports: 

Tedesco made a motion to approve the Department Head reports as submitted.  Motion was 

seconded by Miller and approved 5-0. 

 

Approval of Bills: 

 Motion was made by Shimp to approve the bills as submitted by the CFO.  Motion was seconded 

by Miller and approved 5-0. 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve the additionally submitted bill for replacement of an air 

compressor.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco and approved 4-0 with Shimp abstaining. 

 

Public Comments: 

 Bayzick made a motion to open to the public.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco and approved 5-

0. 

 Stephanie from Unbound Tattoo addressed the Committee.  She discussed her desire to move from 

her location in Priolo Plaza to the Hopewell Galleria.  She would like to not have to make a second 

Planning Board application as tattoo parlors are not a permitted use in the Highway Commercial 

Business Zone (HCB).  Solicitor Ritter suggested amending the definition of “professional services” to 

include tattoo parlors. 

 Mr. Lee Hepner addressed the Committee.  He requested the Committee add lines on Cubby 

Hollow Road from the Bridgeton City line to just past Trench Road.  The Committee discussed costs and 

options and will be looking into getting a vendor to stripe the road. 

 Mr. VanMeter discussed that if the Senior Center closes for a week in August, the Township needs 

to remember that it is designated as a “cooling center” with the OEM Department. 

 The Committee discussed the issues with sight-triangles in the Township.  They requested that the 

Zoning Officer send a letter to the properties at the intersection of Route 49 and Barretts Run Rd. 

 Being as there was no further public who wished to speak, a motion was made by Bayzick to close 

the public portion.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco and approved 5-0. 

 

 The Committee discussed the 2023 LOSAP payment amount and the schedule of rate increases.  It 

was determined to split the difference for next year’s rate increase.  The Township will raise the maximum 

for the 2023 pay by $225 and the remaining rate increase will be $225 for the 2024 payment. 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve the rate increases for 2023 and 2024.  Motion was seconded 

by Miller and approved 4-0 with Bayzick abstaining. 

  

ORDINANCES FOR 2ND READING: 

#2024-02:  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND IMPOSING AN OCCUPANCY TAX  

ON CERTAIN RENTALS IN HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP (N.J.S.A. 40: 48F-I)   

Bayzick made a motion to open the discussion of the ordinance to the public.  Motion was 

seconded by Miller and approved 5-0. 

As no members of the public wished to speak, a motion was made by Bayzick to close the 

public portion.  Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0. 

Motion to approve Ordinance 2024-02 was made by Tedesco.  Motion was seconded by 

Miller and it was approved with a unanimous roll call vote, 5-0. 
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#2024-03:  AN ORDINANCE REGULATING ELECTRIC VEHICLE SUPPLY/SERVICE 

EQUIPMENT (EVSE) & MAKE-READY PARKING SPACES 

Tedesco made a motion to open the discussion of the ordinance to the public.  Motion 

was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0. 

As no members of the public wished to speak, a motion was made by Miller to close the 

public portion.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0. 

Motion to approve Ordinance 2024-03 was made by Miller.  Motion was seconded by 

Shimp and it was approved with a unanimous roll call vote, 5-0. 

 

#2024-05:  AN ORDINANCE REGULATING FENCES, HEDGES, AND WALLS 
Miller made a motion to table Ordinance 2024-05.  Motion was seconded by Bayzick and 

approved 5-0. 

 

#2024-06:  2024 SALARY ORDINANCE 

The Committee decided to move Ordinance 2024-06 until after the Executive Session 

discussion. 

 

ORDINANCES FOR 1st READING: 

#2024-04:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP CODE CHAPTER 

220 LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT; TREE REMOVAL-REPLACEMENT 

Tedesco made a motion to approve Ordinance 2024-04 on first reading.  Motion was 

seconded by Bayzick and approved 5-0. 

 

#2024-07:  ORDINANCE FOR ADOPTION OF THE FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT 

REGULATIONS OF HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 
Tedesco made a motion to approve Ordinance 2024-07 on first reading.  Motion was seconded by 

Miller and approved 5-0. 
 

RESOLUTIONS: 

#2024-56:  CHAPTER 159 RESOLUTION ADDING DCA SMALL CITIES GRANT 

FUNDING FOR HOME REHAB GRANTS 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-56.  Motion was seconded by 

Tedesco and approved 5-0. 
 

#2024-57:  RESOLUTION CANCELLING TAXES FOR ROBERT MOORHOUSE, A 

VETERAN WITH A WARTIME SERVICE-CONNECTED DISABILITY, BLOCK 35.03, 

LOT 6, 183 Homestead Place) 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-57.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 5-0. 
 

#2024-58:  RESOLUTION APPROVING THE RENEWAL OF THE LIQUOR LICENSE 

FOR BNM MANAGEMENT, LLC 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-58.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 4-0 with Bayzick abstaining. 
 

#2024-59:  RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO CLOSURE OF INSPIRA FITNESS 

 Miller made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-59.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and failed 2-3 with Miller and Shimp voting for and Bayzick, Tedesco, and Freitag voting 

against. 
 

#2024-60:  RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SHARED SERVICE AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP AND THE COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND FOR 

USE OF A PAINTING MACHINE FOR ROAD/PARKING LOT PAINTING 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-60.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 5-0. 

 

#2024-61:  RESOLUTION JOING SOURCEWELL PURCHASING COOPERATIVE 

FOR THE YEAR 2024 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-61.  Motion was seconded by Miller 

and approved 5-0. 
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#2024-62:  RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE OF SIX SELF-CONTAINED 

BREATHING APPARATUS (SCBA) HARNESSES WITH ARP-FFG FUNDS 

 Shimp made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-62.  Motion was seconded by Miller 

and approved 4-0 with Bayzick abstaining. 

 

 #2024-63:  RESOLUTION TO AMEND ADOPTED BUDGET (CHAPTER 159) 

 SPECIAL ITEMS OF REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION- CLEAN COMMUNITIES 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-63.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 5-0. 

 

#2024-64:  RESOLUTION TO AMEND ADOPTED BUDGET (CHAPTER 159) SPECIAL 

ITEMS OF REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION- FY 2024 LOCAL RECREATION 

IMPROVEMENT GRANT 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-64.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco 

and approved 5-0. 

 

#2024-65:  RESOLUTION TO EXECUTE THE SECOND EXTENSION OF THE 

CONTRACT WITH SALMON VENTURES  

 Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-65.  Motion was seconded by Miller 

and approved 5-0. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS:  

• Hopewell Day – Freitag and Bayzick will replace Ms. Pace’s role on the Hopewell Day 

Committee. 

• Lead Inspections – The Committee reviewed the lead inspection guidelines.  They requested that 

the Administrator adjust the ordinance to be for “visual only”.  The Committee noted that the 

annual letter that needs to be mailed in the fall will have to be adjusted. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

#2024-66:  RESOLUTION TO ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION (Potential litigation; 

Contracts)  

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-66.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 5-0. 

 

[Committee entered into executive session at 8:35 pm and exited executive session at 9:15 pm] 

 

 Bayzick made a motion to offer Dutchway Structures another contract extension with the 

removal of the “Right of first refusal”.  Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0 

 

#2024-06:  2024 SALARY ORDINANCE 
 Bayizck made a motion to open Ordinance 2024-06 to the public.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and approved 5-0. 

 Being as no members of the public wished to speak on the ordinance, a motion to close the public 

portion was made by Shimp.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco and approved 5-0. 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Ordinance 2024-06 on second reading with the Acting Clerk 

salary to read “Not to exceed $45,000”.  Motion was seconded by Miller and approved with a 5-0 roll call 

vote. 

 

ADJOURN:  

A motion was made by Miller; Seconded by Shimp to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

End Time:   9:25 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting Date:   July 11, 2024 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

John Hitchner, Deputy Municipal Clerk 
cc: Township Administrator, Committee and Counsel  


