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MINUTES 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

May 9, 2024 

 
Start Time: 6:30 p.m. 

 

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag 

The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag 

 

Roll Call:  Mayor Robin Freitag, Tom Tedesco, David Miller, Kelsey Bayzick, Jeff Shimp 

Also Present:  John Hitchner, Admin; Jeannette Pace, Acting Clerk; Solicitor Matt Ritter, Esquire 

 

•  Approval of Minutes  

A Motion to Approve the minutes from the April 11, 2024 Regular Meeting and the April 11, 2024 

Executive Session was made by Shimp; Seconded by Miller.  Voice Vote:  All in favor. 

 

• Department and Committee Reports 

Discussion: 

Pace advised that the Treasurer’s Report had been added that morning by our CFO. 

Hitchner reviewed several items on his report with the Committee.  Miller commented that he was 

obtaining updated quotes for the roof on the fire house.  Freitag advised that she had spoken to our 

CFO and he would be taking over the handling of payroll. 

Pace went through her Clerk’s Report and gave numerous updates on points made thereon due to 

her upcoming departure from the Township. 

A Motion was made by Tedesco to approve the reports; Seconded by Bayzick.  Voice Vote:  All 

in favor. 

 

• Approval of Bills 

Hitchner had added a few additional bills to the agenda that had not previous been provided.  

Bayzick made a motion to approve the bills including the additions; Seconded by Miller.  Voice 

Vote:  All in favor. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

A motion was made by Bayzick; Seconded by Miller to open the public portion.  Voice Vote:  All in favor. 

 

Al Caggiano addressed the Committee advising he had attended the County Planning meeting and asked 

the Township to provide a Letter of Participation to the State Planning Commission.  Solicitor Ritter 

advised that he had a point of contact and indicated the Township will participate and he would get that 

to Caggiano next week.  Caggiano thanked Clerk Pace for her service in that capacity and also as the Land 

Use Board Secretary.  Freitag commended the Frightened Turtle on its event the previous evening with 

the Chamber of Commerce.   

 

Fire Chief Ken Mayhew addressed the Committee with an update on the new fire truck.  Mayhew met 

with the salesman and they are ironing out the details on pricing.  He has a current estimate which is good 

through August and then increases approximately 2% every quarter.  There is a 4-year build time from 

date of order.  Tedesco questioned the payment proposed which was answered by Hitchner.  Mayhew, 

Tedesco and Hitchner planned to attend the Stow Creek Township meeting to make them aware of the 

current cost of the new fire truck. 

 

A motion was made by Bayzick; Seconded by Shimp to close the public portion.  Voice Vote:  All in 

favor. 

 

ORDINANCES FOR 1st READING: 
 

#2024-02:  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND IMPOSING AN OCCUPANCY TAX  

ON CERTAIN RENTALS IN HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP (N.J.S.A. 40: 48F-I)   

Discussion:  Hitchner explained the purpose of this Ordinance to the Committee. 

A Motion to Introduce was made by Tedesco; Seconded by Shimp. Roll Call Vote: 
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 MOVED SECOND AYES NAYS ABSTAIN RECUSE ABSENT 

Kelsey Bayzick   X     

David Miller   X     

Jeff Shimp  X X     

Tom Tedesco X  X     

Robin Freitag   X     

 

 

#2024-03:  AN ORDINANCE REGULATING ELECTRIC VEHICLE SUPPLY/SERVICE 

EQUIPMENT (EVSE) & MAKE-READY PARKING SPACES 

Discussion:  Hitchner explained the purpose of this Ordinance to the Committee.  Tedesco 

questioned whether or not it should have a Land Use Board section.  Hitchner agreed and will 

make sure a provision is included and will change the title to include the Land Use Board.  Solicitor 

Ritter noted that this is a State Law and that Engineer Nardelli is already including it in his review 

letters.  A Motion to review it to the Land Use Board for consistency review prior to Introduction 

and Adoption was made by Bayzick; Seconded by Miller.  Voice Vote:  All in favor. 

 

#2024-04:  AN ORDINANCE REGULATING TREE REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT  

Discussion:  Hitchner explained the purpose of the Ordinance to the Committee.  The first time 

the ordnance was mentioned, page 6 of 12 said residents must notify the Township when they 

intend to cut down one tree.  It has now been changed to ten trees.  The Ordinance provided was 

in draft form.  A Motion was made by Miller and Seconded by Tedesco to provide a cleaned 

up/clear version for reintroduction at the June meeting.  Voice Vote: All in favor 

 
 

#2024-05:  AN ORDINANCE REGULATING FENCES, HEDGES, AND WALLS 

Discussion:  After discussing this ordinance, the Committee decided that the Land Use Board 

should be consulted prior to introducing this for adoption.  A Motion was made by Bayzick; 

Seconded by Tedesco to refer this to the Land Use Board for review and comment and then bring 

it back for introduction and adoption.  Voie Vote:  All in favor. 

 

#2024-06:  2024 SALARY ORDINANCE 

Discussion:  Hitchner confirmed that this Ordinance is the result of a 3% raise to employees 

confirmed in the budget process.  A Motion to Introduce was made by Bayzick; Seconded by 

Shimp.  Roll Call Vote: 
 

 MOVED SECOND AYES NAYS ABSTAIN RECUSE ABSENT 

Kelsey Bayzick X  X     

David Miller   X     

Jeff Shimp  X X     

Tom Tedesco   X     

Robin Freitag   X     

 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS:  

 

• Hopewell Day – Pace gave an update during her Clerk’s Report of the status of the event planning.  

Much of the entertainment has been scheduled, including the DJ, a band, the bounce houses, the 

balloon artist, snow cone machine, etc.  Sponsors have been coming in regularly and numerous 

sponsorship funds have been collected.  Vendors and Crafters are coming in regularly.  The next 

planning meeting is scheduled for May 16th.  

• Rehab/Hope Grange Road – Pace advised that a Small Cities Rehab Loan amounting to $12,903.97 

was just paid off due to the sale of a property and those funds will be deposited back into the fund. 

• JIF Claims update – Pace gave an update during the Clerk’s Report of the status of the 2 recent 

incidents.  Both have been resolved and closed. 

• Convenience Center Update / Dump permit rules – Shimp went through many items on the punch 

list.  He mentioned that we are hoping to get a striping machine on loan from the County rather 

than going to the expense of renting one.  He will contact the Construction Official for an update 

on the status of the electrical permits.  There is talk of installing cameras for censuring purposes.  

Miller questioned whether or not this would be covered by the Grant to which Hitchner replied in 

the affirmative.  Tedesco suggested updating the punch list with the current outstanding items. 

• Other Potential Ordinances: Events Permit, CO for home sale, vacant property, dog medical costs, 

landlord registration – Hitchner explained the various potential ordinances to the Committee.  
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Miller suggested leaving the Smoke Certification in place rather than having a complete Certificate 

of Occupancy which could open up the Township to litigation.  Solicitor Ritter mentioned the prior 

discussions regarding an event permit.  Hitchner will work with Ritter to circulate previous 

discussions and ordinances currently in effect in the surrounding Upper Deerfield Township.  

Bayzick suggested getting these documents together and then have a list of the ordinances in order 

of priority ready for discussion at the next meeting. 

• Approve Sample Stormwater Ordinance letter for tax bills / Stormwater Training for elected 

officials – Hitchner provided a draft flyer that he suggested be included in the upcoming mailing 

of the tax bills.  The Committee agrees with the wording and suggests it be included in the mailing. 

• Redevelopment Authority Meetings – Tedesco questioned having the need for a separate meeting 

regarding redevelopment in the Township.  Ritter indicated that this was done at the suggestion of 

the previous Administrator and he sees no legal reason for a separate meeting.  If a separate 

meeting is necessary, it would just have to be advertised as is required by any type of meeting 

regardless. 

• Complaint regarding cats on Beebe Run property – Hitchner addressed the concerns regarding the 

cat colony located on the Beebe Run property.  It was suggested that the adjoining property owner 

sign a civil complaint under the nuisance ordinance. 

• Resident Complaint – Nestler Road & Pineview speed bumps – A recent resident complaint came 

in regarding the speeding on Nestler Road and Pineview Terrace.  Speed limit signs were recently 

installed on Pineview and will now be installed on Nestler.  The Sheriff’s Department is aware of 

the situation and has been asked to patrol the area when permissible.  They have apparently done 

so on a couple of occasions.  The Township can only try to alleviate the problem, but cannot police 

the speed. 

• COAH updates – Discussion was had whether or not to have COAH counsel make a presentation 

of the updates with COAH.  Tedesco mentioned the Fair Share Housing Plan Element and that we 

needed one.  He talked of Clarke, Caton & Hintz preparing the plan for which they already gave 

us an estimate and also mentioned a second planner.  Hitchner suggested starting with the planner 

before having the presentation and confirmed that the cost of the planner has already been factored 

into budgeting for this year.  Ritter reminded the Committee of the report that needs to be filed by 

the June 18th deadline and indicated he would reach out to Surenian in that regard.   

• Paper Folding Machine – Hitchner provided estimates for two separate folding machines and 

confirmed that the machine was already put into the budget.  Miller suggesting getting the better 

version of the machine and Bayzick agreed since we have already budgeted for it.  The Committee 

gave Hitchner the approval to order the machine. 

• Landlord registration cover letter/application approval – Hitchner provided the letter and 

registration form prepared by the Housing Officer Elwell.  The Committee approved the format 

and agreed to have them sent out asap. 

• Thrift Shop – 145 Roadstown Road – Pace made mention of the owner of the proposed thrift shop 

advising that the owner had sent an email confirmation that an attorney and engineer has been 

hired and they are in the process of making application to the Land Use Board hoping to get on 

their July or August agenda. 

• Comcast – Tedesco confirmed that installation is starting.  There was talk of media presence either 

at the start or at the completion of the process.  It is suggested that a picture be taken when the 

lines are starting to be run with an update to the residents and then a final photo when completed. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  Ritter provided the following updates: 

 

• Dragon Village:  Melnicove and Maffei are working together to comply with the requirements 

provided to them by the Land Use Board.  The current court date is June 25th and Zoning Officer 

Elwell does not want to again postpone this date since it has already been postponed several times.  

Ritter also plans to reach out to Planner Scheule to find out how many parking spots are required 

depending on the use (festivals vs. stores). 

• Plane Crash in Business Park:  Ritter mentioned a Remediation Specialist named Tom Frances 

(spelling?).  Ritter sent him all the information in his possession and will be getting a proposal if he 

feels he can help move this along.   

• Dutchway Structures:  The May 1st deadline has passed and nothing else has been filed.  Ritter will 

reach out to DeSanto to finalize an extension or move on with other offers. 

• 739 Shiloh Pike:  This was the property that had the recent fire with fatality.  The owner has had 

the property demolished.  Initially they left one wall standing because that was what was needed 
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in the City of Bridgeton.  That is not the requirement in the Township and now the entire property 

has been demolished.  A residential property is not a permitted use in that zone and since the entire 

property has now been demolished, they will now be required to make application before the Land 

Use Board for permission to construct a single-family dwelling there.   

• Foreclosures:  Ritter advised that his associate has drafted new complaints with the new 

requirement languages.  One went all the way to final judgment but was denied by the Court and 

is required to start from scratch.  Ritter advised the Committee that a $2,000.00 deposit per 

property per auction is required if the Sheriff’s Department is going to do a sheriff’s sale on the 

foreclosed property.   

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN made by Bayzick; Seconded by Miller.  Voice Vote:  All in favor. 

 

End Time:   9:15 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting Date:   June 13, 2024 @ 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

John Hitchner, Deputy Municipal Clerk 
cc: Township Administrator, Committee and Counsel  


