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MINUTES 
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

October 10, 2024 
Start Time: 6:35 p.m. 

 

The Sunshine Statement was read into the record by Mayor Robin Freitag 

The Flag Salute was led by Mayor Robin Freitag 

 

Roll Call:  Jeff Shimp, David Miller, Kelsey Bayzick, Tom Tedesco, Mayor Robin Freitag 

Also Present:  John Hitchner, Administrator; Solicitor Matt Ritter, Esquire; Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting 

Clerk; Samuel Lopez, business owner; and David Chance, director EMS from the City of Bridgeton. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve the minutes of September 12 Regular and Executive 

Session meetings.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and passed 5-0.  

  

Department and Committee Reports: 

 Miller made a motion to approve the Department Head reports as submitted.  Motion was 

seconded by Bayzick and approved 5-0. 

 

Approval of Bills and Additional Bills: 

Approval of Treasurer’s Bill List for October 2024 - $1,321,743.93 

 Additional Bills: Justin White, LUB Solicitor = $1,904.00 

  Miller made a motion to approve the bills.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 

5-0. 

 

Public Comments: 

 Bayzick made a motion to open to the public.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0. 

Samuel Lopez, business owner, made mention to thank the Township and Committee for providing 

guidance throughout the entire process of moving his business to another location within the 

township. 

David Chance, director EMS from the City of Bridgeton, made mention to formally introduce 

himself to the Committee. 

Being as there were no further public who wished to speak, a motion was made by Shimp to close 

the public portion.  Motion was seconded by Tedesco and approved 5-0. 

 

ORDINANCES FOR 2nd READING: 

 

#2024-11:  ORDINANCE AMENDING HCB PERMITTED USES; CHAPTER 220-29:B-

1(b) 

Tedesco made a motion to open the discussion of the ordinance to the public.  Motion was 

seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0. 

As no members of the public wished to speak, a motion was made by Bayzick to close the public 

portion.  Motion was seconded by Miller and approved 5-0. 

Motion to approve Ordinance 2024-11 was made by Tedesco.  Motion was seconded by Shimp 

and it was approved with a unanimous roll call vote, 5-0. 

 

#2024-12:  ORDINANCE UPDATING FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS 

AS PER STATE RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Bayzick made a motion to open the discussion of the ordinance to the public.  Motion was 

seconded by Miller and approved 5-0. 

As no members of the public wished to speak, a motion was made by Miller to close the public 

portion.  Motion was seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0. 

Motion to approve Ordinance 2024-12 was made by Tedesco.  Motion was seconded by Bayzick 

and it was approved with a unanimous roll call vote, 5-0. 
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ORDINANCES FOR 1st READING: 

 

#2024-13:  ORDINANCE AMENDING VACANT/ABANDONED PROPERTY 

REGISTRATION; CHAPTER 263-13 

 Bayzick made a motion to table Ordinance 2024-13 on first reading.  Motion was seconded by 

Tedesco and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 

 

#2024-14:  ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2024 SALARY ORDINANCE 

Bayzick made a motion to approve Ordinance 2024-14 on first reading.  Motion was seconded by 

Miller and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 

 

#2024-15:  ORDINANCE AMENDING TOWNSHIP CODE SECTION 117-27: 

“VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES” FOR VARIOUS ANIMAL REGULATIONS 

Tedesco made a motion to approve Ordinance 2024-15 on first reading.  Motion was seconded 

by Shimp and approved 5-0 with a roll call vote. 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

#2024-90:  RESOLUTION AWARDING THE CONTRACT TO FRALINGER 

ENGINEERING FOR SERVICES PERTAINING TO THE 2024 LOCAL RECREATION 

IMPROVEMENT GRANT PROJECT 

 Tedesco made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-90 with the condition of adding $2500 for 

inspection fee.  Motion was seconded by Bayzick and approved 5-0. 

 

#2024-91: RESOLUTION AWARDING THE CONTRACT TO BLAUER ASSOCIATES 

FOR GRANT ADMINISTRATION SERVICES PERTAINING TO THE 2024 LOCAL 

RECREATION IMPROVEMENT GRANT PROJECT  

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-91.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 5-0. 

 

#2024-92: RESOLUTION APPOINTING ROSA BRAMBILA ACTING MUNICIPAL 

CLERK/REGISTRAR  

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-92.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 5-0. 

 

#2024-93: RESOLUTION APPOINTING ROSA BRAMBILA AS JIF CLAIMS 

COORDINATOR 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-93.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 5-0. 

 

#2024-94: RESOLUTION APPOINTING KAREN LEDDEN AS ASSISTANT TO THE 

ADMINISTRATOR / ASSISTANT TO THE PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT 

 Bayzick made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-94.  Motion was seconded by Miller and 

approved 5-0. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS:  

• Halloween dates and time were discussed.  Trick or Treating will occur on October 31st, 2024, 

from 4pm – 7pm. 

• Affordable housing sub-committee will be formed and will have John Hitcher, Tom Tedesco, Jeff 

Shimp, and Al Caggiano.  Will need to ask Mr. Caggiano if he will be part of this subcommittee 

due to his experience on the Land Use Board. 

• The Committee gave an update on the Comcast broadband installation.  Comcast is completing 

prevailing wage paperwork and pulling lines.  The virtual Town Hall Meeting that was scheduled 

for November 2024 is now being considered for October 29th.  Comcast and Salmon Ventures are 

working on the public notices and organizing the dates. 

• Mayor Freitag and Tom Tedesco met with Jerry Velazquez to discuss the Solar Panel/Landfill.  

Possibly RFP. 

• There was a discussion regarding the CO (Certificate of Occupancy) for home sale and the extent 

to update enforcement(s) in the current Code.  The Committee asked for Housing Officer David 

Elwell to send over his recommendations for the CO, current rental checklist, supporting 
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documentation, and to attend the November 2024 meeting to discuss.  Will need to reach out to 

Chief Mayhew regarding any fire department related items he would want included in the 

inspections. 

• The Committee discussed the ADA grant application to possibly have ADA compliant doors at the 

municipal building along with improvements at the Senior Center.  

• The Committee discussed and agreed to have the Township’s website updated internally versus 

paying a 3rd party person as much as reasonably possible. 

• There was a discussion of the wood chipping.  The Township’s woodchipper is up and running but 

just needs some maintenance to it.  The Committee agreed that Public Works will handle the wood 

chipping; but beforehand, JIF will provide wood chipping safety training to the Public Works 

department. 

• The discussion regarding short-term rentals – weddings will be reviewed and discussed in 

November 2024 meeting. 

• The Committee discussed to begin sending out notices for Professional Service Contracts for 2025. 

• The Committee discussed of having a shared service with the City of Bridgeton regarding the arm 

mower.  Tedesco and Shimp will review the current agreement with Upper Deerfield and approve 

the paperwork prior to sending a similar offer to Bridgeton.  Motion by Tedesco to approve the 

shared service of the arm mower pending review and approval from Shimp and Tedesco.  Motion 

is seconded by Shimp and approved 5-0. 

• Mayor Freitag discussed the dog complaint letter with the Committee. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 

Solicitor Ritter provides updates on tax court and asked for the tax assessor’s input by October 

30th, 2024.  Solicitor Ritter will email the Committee the 2-page supporting documentation 

regarding the tax court. 

 

ADJOURN:  

A motion was made by Bayzick; Seconded by Shimp to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

End Time:   8:20 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting Date:    November 14, 2024 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Rosa-Maria Brambila, Acting Municipal Clerk 
cc: Township Administrator, Committee and Counsel  


