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Environmental 
Commission Members 

Beth McClain - Chair

Jane Hankins - Vice 
Chair

Jerry Lewis 

Ken Strait - Liaison to 
Land Use Board

Burt Doremus

Marion Carll - Editor

Meetings 
The HTEC meets the first 
We d n e s d a y o f e a c h 
month @ 7 PM . The 
meetings are open to the 
p u b l i c a n d a l l a r e 
welcome to attend. 

Newsletters are available 
on the township website 
a n d t h e t o w n s h i p 
Facebook page. Printed 
copies available in the 
municipal building and 
the Senior Center 

For more info, check out 
-
h t t p s : / / c l e a n c h o i c e 
energy.com/news/teach-
kids-about-environment 

 Hopewell Township Environmental 
Newsletter

A Publication of the Environmental Commission 

Your Environmental Commission Working  for You 
Every  year  the  Environmental  Commission  chooses  projects  that  will  benefit  the 
community, educate the public, provide information on environmental issues specific to 
Hopewell Township as well as issues with regional and state environmental concerns. 
Below are some of the things we do on a regular basis:

Communications/Outreach: 
Publish a monthly newsletter; distribute flyers & announcements of special interest.  
Monthly minutes and the newsletter are on the township website and Facebook.

Work with the Township Committee on environmental Issues and Concerns

Revisit the Environmental Resource Inventory periodically

Work in conjunction with the Land Use Board on relevant environmental concerns

Education: 

Provide information on environmental topics through various 
sources

Hopewell Day displays, i.e. pollinator gardens with seeds/
plants give away and instructions for planting a pollinator 
garden

Hold educational info sessions for public and commission

When possible, coordinate public awareness with the local 
school

Coordinate with the State Department or Health for programs

Recreation: 

Continue development of the Barrett’s Run Trail with new trail signage installed

New plantings at the Barrett’s Run Natural Area completed by the American Littoral 
Society

Brochures for Piney Point Trail replenishment

Creation of trail maps for public usage

(more on next page)
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Governing Body Relationships: 

Recruit new commission members for a total of  7 when 
vacancies occur

Establish a liaison with Township Committee

Coordinate with the township maintenance department 
for upkeep of conservation area and trails

Apply   for  grants  for  completion  of  existing  and new 
projects

Continue  work  with  township  clerk  and  township 
administrator  to improve 
public  awareness  of  the 
work  o f  the  HTEC 
through  webs i te  and 
Facebook as well as other 
outreach programs

Ways to Teach Kids About the 
Environment

In today’s world it is important that we all collectively 
help  raise  children  to  be  tomorrow’s  environmental 
advocates.  Teaching them about the environment from 
an early age can help ensure they will take care of our 
planet  for  decades  to  come.  Below are  some  ways  or 
activities you can use to help kids learn more and grow 
to appreciate nature:

• Play nature bingo or do a nature scavenger hunt

• Make art projects with things you find in nature

• Do fun science experiments with them

• Garden with them

• Take them camping

• Teach them about animals

• Teach them about actions they can take to help the 
environment 

• Volunteer with them

• Take them to a local park or nearby beach to pick up 
trash

• Take them to a local farm to see how food is grown

• Talk to them about climate change 

• Have  them  spend  time  outdoors  and  away  from 
electronics as much as possible 

• Read books and watch videos about the environment: 

• Examples  -  Read  Dr.  Seuss’  The  Lorax  or  other 
environmental children’s book to teach them about 
the importance of taking care of our planet

• Watch  shows  such  as  Our  Planet  on  Netflix  to 
expose  them  to  the  breathtaking  creatures  and 
landscapes that exist around the world 

• Check out the National Geographic Kids website 
or  the  YouTube  series  Global  Weirding  for  other 
resources that can help them learn more about the 
environment 

Some Environmental Books for Kids:

An Egg is Quiet,  A Nest is Noisy,  A Butterfly is Patient, 
and A Seed is Sleepy  (Above written by Dianna Hurts Aston & Sylvia 

Long) 

The Sense of Wonder by Rachel Carson 

Recycle this Book - 100 Top Children’s Authors Tell You 
How to Go Green by Dan Gutman 

Outsmart Waste - The Modern Idea of Garbage and How 
to Think Our Way Out of It by Tom Szaky 

Is It Really Green? - by Georgina Wilson-Powell 

Judy Moody Saves the World - by Megan McDonald 

Don’t Let Them Disappear: 12 Endangered Species Across the 
Globe - by Reagan McMahon 

Compost Stew: An A to Z Recipe for the Earth -  by Mary McKenna 
Siddals  

We are always looking for 

volunteers.  If you are interested 

in participating or being an 

adjunct member let us know. 

Come to a meeting and learn 

about HTEC!
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