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Meetings


T h e H o p e w e l l T o w n s h i p 
Environmental Commission meets 
the second Wednesday of each 
mon th @ 7 PM excep t f o r 
November and December when 
meet ings a re he ld the fi rs t 
Wednesday of the month.  The 
meetings are open to the public 
and all are welcome to attend.

 Hopewell Township Environmental 
Newsletter

A Publication of the Environmental Commission


The Dirt on Soil

Gardeners will tell you there is a big difference between soil and dirt. 
They are different regarding composition and usefulness and where you 
can find them.

An easy way to explain it is this: Dirt is soil, but it is not where it should 
be. For instance, you walked through your garden while it was raining 
and some soil  stuck under your boots.  The moment you entered the 
house, the soil under your boots is now called dirt. That is because it is 
no longer in the ground where it should be.

You can’t  grow plants  in dirt.  They will  not flourish.  The soil  is  the 
perfect  medium for  growing  plants.  That  is  why  dirt  is  completely 
useless while the soil is essential to gardeners.

One  more  comparison:  you  wash  off dirt,  while  you  use soil.  For 
example:

Dirt — When your pants are dirty from gardening all day you 
throw them in the washing machine which washes off the dirt.

Soil — When you grow some tomatoes in your backyard the 
tomato plant uses the soil as a source of water and nutrients. 

Now you  know the  difference  between dirt  and  soil.  So  why  is  soil 
important to you besides helping you grow your garden?

Soil provides ecosystem services critical for life:


• Growing medium for plants; providing oxygen

• Basis of our nation's agriculture

• Filters, buffers, degrades, immobilizes, and detoxifies water

• Sustains plant and animal life above and below the surface

• Cycles nutrients

• Foundation for our cities and towns
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(Soil Health info provided by Steven E. Yergeau, PhD, Associate Professor, 
Rutgers New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station)

In  essence  soil  captures  water,  soaks  into  deep-rooted  plants  which 
loosen the soil and  then  soaks in recharging groundwater aquifers; soil 
microbes break down pollutants and nutrients washed in by the rain; 
properly designed gardens soak in water which prevent it from running 
off into streams and lakes causing erosion.

One  method  for  preventing  erosion  in  your  yard  is  to  create  a  rain 
garden . A rain garden is a shallow, landscaped depression that captures, 
filters, and infiltrates stormwater runoff.  In a rain garden, healthy soil 
and  deep-rooted  plants  move  stormwater  into  the  ground  and  help 
remove pollutants.  Below are some of the many resources which may 
help you consider creating a rain garden:

Resources:


Rutgers Rain Garden Manual of New Jersey: Detailed information 
about how to plan, install, and maintain a rain garden. 
Rutgers  Rain  Garden  Information  Center:  Multiple  resources 
about rain gardens. 
Rain  Garden  Manual  for  New  Jersey:  Manual  published  by  The 
Native Plant Society of New Jersey includes sample rain garden designs. 
Rain Garden iPhone app:  Detailed information about how to install 
your own rain garden and plant it with native vegetation.

April 22 is Earth Day

Every year on April 22, Earth Day marks the anniversary of the birth of 
the modern environmental movement. In the spring of 1970, the late 
Senator Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin created Earth Day because there 
was  no  Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA)  to  protect  our 
environment - “no way to stop toxic waste being dumped into water; no 
stopping factories from emitting toxic waste into the air.  We had no 
regulations or legal footing to stop this desecration from destroying our 
planet.”

This year’s theme is Invest in Our Planet. We have the simple yet 
effective power to make our voices heard through our choices, our civic 
actions, and our personal interactions. What each of us does, and how 
we do it, has a huge ripple effect on our ecosystems.  Check with the 
Earth Day website for activities near you.

 https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2022

Spotted Lantern-fly 
Beware


( Follow-up to our last newsletter)

Adults are pretty to look at, but not so 
pretty  to  have  in  your  yard.  Help 
protect agriculture & forests by learning 
about and recognizing the evil doer.

Egg mass

If you see a Spotted Lantern-fly, help us Stomp it 
Out!  SLF-plantindustry@ag.nj.gov to report SLF 
sightings.

mailto:SLF-plantindustry@ag.nj.gov
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