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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

  
An Environmental Resource Inventory, ERI, is a community resource and management tool for 
the Hopewell Township Planning Board, Zoning Board, Governing Body and all of the 
Township’s advisory committees to use in their respective decision-making responsibilities which 
ultimately shape the development and character of the Township.  This ERI describes, in maps 
and text, the environment of the Township’s land, water, life forms, and atmosphere. The report 
details contaminated sites, environmental constraints to development and conservation options.  
 

2.0 A SUSTAINABLE AND ECOLOGICALLY-BASED COMMUNITY  
 
Hopewell Township, Cumberland County is an agriculturally viable, environmentally important, 
and highly developable community. Hopewell lies in the heart of one of New Jersey’s most active 
and productive agricultural areas.   Nearly 75% of the Township is farmed or forested. The 
farmers of Hopewell owe their success to adequate water, excellent soils, favorable climate, nearby 
markets, and local agricultural support businesses. In addition to agriculture, Hopewell Township 
is defined by the Cohansey River which bounds the Township completely on two sides of its 
triangular form. The river and its associated wetlands provide important wildlife habitat, 
mitigation of flood waters, and recreational opportunities.  One of the largest and most stable 
nesting populations of Bald Eagles is located along the Cohansey River wetland/upland interface 
in Hopewell.  According to the United States 2000 census, Hopewell has a population of 4,434 
persons and a land area of 30.9 square miles. With less than 150 people per square mile in a state 
where average population density is 1,030 persons per square mile, Hopewell can be 
characterized as one of the most rural communities in New Jersey.  
 
Like many other rural, New Jersey towns, Hopewell Township is experiencing increased pressure 
for residential and commercial development. Accordingly, the Township is comprehensively 
revising the master plan and land use ordinances to design and implement a transfer of 
development rights (TDR) program which will ensure that Hopewell Township can accommodate 
new growth without sacrificing its agricultural industry, sensitive environmental areas, or rural 
character. The City of Bridgeton abuts Hopewell to the east, see aerial map.  Carefully planned 
extension of infrastructure from the city will help direct the future development of Hopewell 
Township. Creating a sustainable, working balance between economic growth, preservation of 
agriculture and protection of the environment is a priority for Hopewell Township. The success of 
this effort will shape and define not only Hopewell Township but the sustainability of the region 
in the future. 
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3.0 CONTEXT OF THE HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP NATURAL RESOURCES INVENTORY  
 

3.1 Regional Environment 

Hopewell Township is situated in the western portion of Cumberland County within the Coastal 
Plain Province of New Jersey.  Hopewell is rural with less than 150 persons per square mile; 
however, the Township’s land use is remarkably diverse. When compared to other rural, 
Cumberland County towns, Hopewell is unique in that nearly 10% of the land is classified as 
urban and just under 65% is farmed.  The rest of the land is forested, wetlands, or open water.  
Most of the urban development is adjacent to the City of Bridgeton where infrastructure and 
employment have been historically available.  The New Jersey Office of Smart Growth through 
the New Jersey State Development and Redevelopment Plan has designated PA 4 Rural, PA 3 
Suburban, PA 1 Metropolitan, and PA 5 Environmentally Sensitive planning areas within the 30.9 
square mile municipality, further indicating the diversity of Hopewell in the largely agricultural 
region. See Planning Area Map below.  The Township is located wholly within the Cohansey 
River Watershed and is essentially defined by the river which is fresh above Sunset Lake in 
Bridgeton and brackish below.  The watersheds in the region eventually flow into the Delaware 
Estuary and contribute to the overall hydrologic quality of this important regional environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
  Cohansey River, Photo by Carol Bell 
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3.2 Local History and Concern 

The local history of Hopewell Township has been well documented by the Hopewell Township 
Historical Society through a publication entitled: 
 

Hopewell Township A Brief Early History to Celebrate the 250th Anniversary of Its Formation  

as a Precinct of Cumberland County January 19, 1748. 

 

That publication is incorporated herein by reference with the full text included on the digital form 
of this ERI as well as on the Township website.  
(http://hopewelltwp-nj.com/environmental_commission.)  
Sites of historic interest in Hopewell Township have been identified and are mapped and labeled 
by block and lot, (see Sites of Historic Interest Map).  Appendix 5 also contains a list if significant 
historical sites within the Township, including those shown on the map. 
 
Strong local concern exists both for protection of the unique environment of Hopewell and for 
equitable zoning which protects land value, often called equity. Creating a balance between 
protection of land value and protective zoning, conservation, and environmental stewardship is 
not unique to Hopewell but has historically been a statewide challenge.  Hopewell has begun 
looking at tools proactively to help craft the balance of land use interests including TDR, 
Farmland and Open Space Preservation, and federal Farm Bill assistance programs such as 
EQUIP and WHIP which provide funding for wildlife and environmental protection on farms.      

       Bald Eagle over the Cohansey, Photo by Burt Doremus  
 
One can not begin to describe the local context of Hopewell Township without first mentioning 
the Cohansey River, the dominant environmental feature in Hopewell.  The river bounds the 
town on two sides and everything seems somehow connected to the river. There is even a local 
radio program dedicated to fishing news on the Cohansey.  Hopewell can best be put into context 
as a quiet farming community with close urban amenities, sculpted by a river, populated with 
white perch, orchards, and eagles, hoping to grow smart and remain rural. 
    






